
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

DECEMBER 12, 2017 

 

 

Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Noel Dodge, Laura Branca, Dean Locke, Denise Krause 

Absent: Eric Nuse, Ann Marie Bahr, Louise von Weise 

Guests: Nat Kinney and Mara Siegel 

 

The November minutes were approved. 

 

CC DOLLARS AND CENTS 

  Lois gave the Treasurer’s report; our balance as of June 17, 2017 was 6781.71, which 

includes our reserve fund. Since then we have deducted expenses for the bridge at Journey’s 

End.  

  Plans for expenditures in the spring/summer of 2018 were discussed and include a kiosk at 

Prindle, signage at Prindle and Gomo, and brush hogging at Gomo. 

 

CONSERVATION RESERVE FUND 

  We are way behind on this project and need to step it up. Nat warned us that “It’s going to 

be a tough budget year”, so we discussed setting it up without funding in place in order to get 

it off the ground. No vote was taken on that. 

  Our next job is to get a simple proposal on paper and then campaign for support. We need 

to get the big picture out to the voters in plain language that explains what a conservation 

fund is and how it works and includes the natural, historical, environmental, and cultural 

importance of a fund. That explanation will also include money talk, pointing out the 

potential for getting money from sources other than taxes. We’ll add examples of things 

we’ve accomplished, such as conserving Journey’s End, that’ll establish validation. (In case 

everybody doesn’t already know we’re terrific.)  

  Lois handed out an explanatory sheet that we can streamline and use. We’ll establish a 

small committee who can accomplish that and shoot for the January Selectboard meeting for 

presentation. 

  Noel suggested a target of accumulating $100,000 in five years and it was agreed that it’s a 

good number.  

  The Selectboard plans a special town meeting in January to vote on the Jewett property. We 

can have a display there and hand out information about a fund. Before then, we should come 

up with a list of questions that people are likely to ask. 

 

JOURNEY’S END 

  The bridge is finished and it’s a job well done. The railing has been lowered to a useful 

level. We will work on a nice sign to hang at the trailhead in the spring. 

  Looks like the opening ceremony will happen in the spring. 



 

 

 

KIOSK AT PRINDLE 

  We all agree that Prindle is underutilized. We’ll ask Cal Stanton if the Laraway kids will 

build a one panel kiosk for the trailhead, to be installed in the spring. As well, we’ll add 

signage and re-mark both trails.  

 

MARCH GLADNESS 

  The schedule was set in one sitting! We got a nice cross section of natural-based topics. 

Here it is:  

Eric will talk about hiking in Norway on Sunday, March 4 

Denise will demonstrate traditional skills on Sunday, March 11 

Noel will explain our Natural Resource Inventory on Sunday, March 18 

Sue will expound on native wildflowers on Sunday, March 25 

 

THE CHRISTMAS POTLUCK EXTRAVAGANZA 

  It lived up to past glories, with everything from canapés to crockpot delights. The decor and 

holiday spirit was splendid, as was the company! Everybody had a swell time and got things 

done simultaneously; isn’t that just the CC’s strength? 

   

 

MISC 

 Wanna rattle a wildlife biologist’s cage? Build stone cairns in a brook or river! Every 

stone in those cute towers of rocks left in the stream at Journey’s End were homes to 

salamanders and many other forms of tiny wildlife, so every dislocation is a tragedy 

for something. 

 Use parchment paper to stop cookies from burning. Wow. That’s, like, five steps too 

many. 

 Denise is still ruminating about a site for an archery trail. We’ll get together for a hike 

at Gomo sometime soon for a look there. 

 The Christmas Bird Count is coming up on December 23. 

 Denise suggested holding full moon adventure hikes. 

 

Adjourned at 8:40. 

The next meeting is on Tuesday, January 9 at the Library at 6:30. 

Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary 


