
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 9, 2019 

 

Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Dean Locke, Eric Nuse, Denise Krause, Jared Jasinski,  Jackie 
Stanton, Hillary Emick 

Absent: MoelNoel Dodge 

Guests: Kelly Vandorn, Jacob Vandorn, Kate Wanner, Mollie Flanigan 

Additions to agenda: Denise will speak of her upcoming workshop. 

The March minutes were approved. 

We welcomed new member Jared Jasinski (and his homemade gluten free blueberry cookies) 
on board. 

 

TRUST FOR PUBLIC LAND   

  Kate Wanner, project manager for the Trust for Public Land and Mollie Flanigan, from the 
Green Mountain Club, met with us to ask that the CC send a letter of support for the acquisition 
of a 49.5 acre piece of land to add to the Long Trail State Forest. They’re also pursuing buying 
a contiguous 117.5 acre piece in Waterville. Not only is this parcel in an important wildlife    
corridor, it will afford protection for about 1/3 mile of currently unprotected trail. 

  Only low impact recreation is planned  by the state. A conservation easement will be put in 
place. 

  A motion was passed to send a letter of support for the endeavor to the Selectboard; Lois will 
write and send it. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

  There’s no change from March.  

  Lois suggested sending $25 to AVCC to cover the cost of Eric’s class. Lois will ask Rosemary 
about it. 

 

MARCH GLADNESS WRAP-UP 

  It’s official: our audience doesn’t like to go outside in March, even when the tracking is 
perfect. Go figure. We won’t plan a hike next year. 

  Overall, we had 98 participants, making it one of our more successful years. 

 

CARING FOR NATURAL RESOURCES CONFERENCE 

  Eric attended this conference about methods for mapping Vermont’s natural heritage and 
using biofinder.  He found it well done and useful, and related a survey style that’s used in 
identifying areas of high community value. This approach takes the survey to specific groups 
and asks what people love about their own, then overlay that resulting map with the natural 
resources map. We can use the results of such a study to prioritize  conservation efforts. 



 

 

  Eric will present this idea to the Planning Commission and suggest that we work together on a 
project to be done in the fall. 

 

WORKSHOP 

  Denise will be having a presentation for people wanting to work outdoors on Thursday, May 9, 
at River Arts from 10-11:30. A panel and discussion group will explore careers in outdoor 
education, conservation, outdoor recreation, and sustainable agriculture. 

 

KNOTWEED AT BEARD’S  

  Sue will let the group know when a date has been set for working with Chris Whitlock’s class 
whacking bush honeysuckle and picnicking by the river. Jared offered to work with his chainsaw 
and Jared volunteered to make pizzas. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
MISC: 

 A rabid coyote has been found in Salisbury. 
 To date, The Trust for Public Land has protected 63,438 acres. 

 

Adjourned at 8:30 

Next meeting is on Tuesday, May 14, at the Library at 6:45. 

Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary        
   

   


