
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2015 

 

Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Eric Nuse, Ann Marie Bahr, Noel Dodge, Laura Branca, Louise 

von Weis.  Guest: Dean Locke 

 

The August minutes were approved. 

 

JOURNEY’S END UPDATE 

  Nick Prechel and a few VYCC members will be on the trail on Thursday, Sept. 17, to remedy 

the problems left unfinished there: waterbars will be installed and backfill will be added to 

the stairway to the falls. Eric will meet with the group to follow up and will take care of the 

screws on the railing. 

  Lydia Menendez will attend our November meeting to review time accounting from each of 

us. We need chainsaw rental/skilled labor rates, the price of cedar, and a rate for ten sites in 

the camping area. ATV/equipment rate will be $200/hour. Fill out those time sheets (in 

pencil!). 

  Laura has four more arrow signs and reports that the trail looks good and that large groups 

have been using it. 

 

KIOSKS 

  One panel is done; Laraway is working on the other two and expect to be finished by the end 

of the week of Sept. 14. We’ll need to figure out the roof design and add that when we install 

it. (That’ll be as soon as Dean is approved!) Eric has the stain and will get it to Cal. The cedar 

poles will work as supports; we will need L brackets. Lois has a bulletin board we can use. 

One panel will hold permanent information (donors, map) and can be covered with plexiglass. 

 

WIND ENERGY AND TOWN PLAN 

  Noel, Lois, Sue, and Ann Marie attended the Planning Commission meeting to discuss the 

energy policy being considered for inclusion in the town plan. No decisions were made and 

the PC will ruminate upon it and report their thoughts at the next PC meeting.  

  Ann Marie suggested including food resiliency in the plan; it may happen next time it’s 

written.  

 

MUNICIPAL PLANNING GRANT 

  TA TA! The good news is that at the last moment, the PC got round to okaying the CC to 

apply for the Grant (at last) in order to fund a natural resources inventory which, of course, is 

necessary to work out an intelligent energy plan. It is due on September 30 so time is of the 

essence. We can use the outline done by Jeanne Engel when we were expecting to apply last 

year.  

  To be done:  

 Noel will get a new quote from Arrowwood 



 

 

 Is the list of objectives in the outline enough? 

 Something about flood resiliency may need to be added. Can Arrowwood handle that? 

 Lois will ask Lea what else we need. 

The end product should contain detailed maps with specific information about the good 

areas, problem areas that need attention, figures relating what we have and how much of it, 

and specific acreages. It should identify the things we want to protect. These will be 

incorporated into the town plan. 

 

BIRTHDAY BASH 

  It just gets better! Noel will bring his tractor and give wagon rides from the parking area to 

the picnic site. We’ll call it the Backwoods Bus Ride.  Laura has some nature awareness 

games.  

  We’ll make signs for Codding Hollow Rd. and flag the parking area. Lois will talk to Norm 

Larow about expanding the parking for the day. Sue will make and hang posters. Eric will 

bring campfire materials. It remains to be decided who will bake what. But we all know who 

won’t be baking what! 

  Let’s all keep in touch by email with details. 

 

GNOMEY STUFF 

  It was decided that any fairy houses, etc. at Journey’s End will be restricted to the nature 

trail area along the brook and not on the main trail. 

 

MISC: 

 Lois and Sue will attend the Hyde Park Home Day with the Big Bug and a display 

about invasive insects. 

 The Friends of the Green River will sponsor Brian Pfeiffer’s talk, ‘Latest Findings on 

Wing Migration’ on Friday, October 16 at the Tech Center at 7:00 

 The Lamoille Paddlers will sponsor a river cleanup on Saturday, Sept. 19.  

 Ray Toolan has retired as Lamoille County’s Forester and the position will be vacant 

for a while. 

 The Town Forest Summit will take place on November 7 at the Tech School in 

Randolph. Lois and Sue will attend.  

 The UCF sponsored Tree Training will be on October 15. Sue, Noel, and Louise will 

attend.  

 Sue will order some uniquely colored flagging so we can stop looking like everybody 

else. 

 Dean brought divine homemade chocolates. He is SOOOO in! 

 

Adjourned at 8:30. Next meeting will be on October 20 at the Library at 6:30. 

Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary 

 

 


