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The Village is moving ahead with plans to reconstruct the sidewalk on Pearl Street/Clay Hill north of the Pearl 
Street bridge. Earlier this year, the Village issued a Request for Proposals for design and engineering services in 
order to develop detailed plans for the project which will be used when we go out to bid for construction. The 
Village is funding 100% of the design and engineering costs while the construction phase of the project is being 
partially supported by a grant from the Vermont Agency of Transportation. A vote on the final sidewalk design  
is planned for the June 10th Trustee meeting. 

 Pearl Street Sidewalk Update

 Annual Village Meeting Recap 
The annual Village Meeting was held on Tuesday, April 2, 2019. At the meeting, the Village's General 
Department budget was passed, with a proposed level Village tax rate.  Included in the 2019 budget are funds 
for the reconstruction of sidewalks on Pearl Street/Clay Hill, new Main Street holiday decorations, and 
gardening/beautification. Village voters also approved an Inclusivity Statement that mirrors the statement 
approved by Town voters on Town Meeting Day.  At the meeting, the Village celebrated its 125th anniversary. 
Three Village Trustees, Scott Meyer, Phil Wilson, and Brian Raulinaitis were voted into office as well and were 
officially sworn in on April 8th.

Back Row:  Scott Meyer, Phil Wilson, Bob Sweetser                   Left to Right: Phil Wilson, Scott Meyer, Rosemary   
Front Row: Gordy Smith, Meredith Birkett, Walter Pomroy       Audibert and Brian Raulinaitis  

 Overview of Village Departments & Budgets
The Village of Johnson operations fall under four distinct departments, each with their own budgets and 
funding sources. The General Department includes typical municipal administrative duties, economic 
development activit ies, sidewalk maintenance,  and the Fire Department. The property taxes paid by Village 
residents support the General Department along with fire service contract revenue from other towns, and 
PILOT payments from the State of Vermont.  The Electric Department is a municipal electric utility that serves 
about 950 customers in the Village and portions of the town, including  the management and maintenance of 
the distribution system. The Electric Department is primarily funded by the sale of power to its customers. The 
Water Department  provides municipal water service to about 450 customers within the Village and operates 
the  Water Plant, which includes a primary well, back-up well, and reservoir tank. The Water Department is 
funded by sales of water to customers. The Sewer Department provides wastewater service to about 450 
customers, most within the Village, but also to a small number of customers in the Town. The Sewer 
Department also includes the operation of the Wastewater Treatment Facility, which processes wastewater 
and helps ensure the protection of water quality and enables business development in the Village. The primary 
source of funding for the  Sewer Department  are sewer assessments paid by customers.

See reverse side for more info
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 Powerhouse Building Demolit ion Update
As mentioned in a previous newsletter, the Village has been working for nearly two years to determine the best 
course of action for the Powerhouse Building at the corner of  School Street and Route 100C. Environmental 
testing completed in 2017 and 2018 found asbestos, lead, PCBs, and PAHs, all considered hazardous substances, in 
the building materials. That information coupled with the building's very poor structural condition raised serious 
concerns about the potential for a collapse and release of harmful substances into the river. To avoid that situation, 
the Village has been working to develop a plan for the building's safe demolit ion and proper disposal of the building 
materials at a hazardous waste facility. Therefore, in early June, the Village intends to sign a contract for the 
demolit ion, transportation, and disposal of the building and adjacent concrete pad. 

The unfortunate reality is the cost for this work is very high. The projected cost is approximately $325,000, which 
will be funded out of the Village Electric Department's fund balance and no Village taxes will be spent or raised to 
fund the project. While this is a considerable amount of money, the Village Trustees believe it is our responsibility to 
safely remove the building and to protect the river and environment that is so important to our community. After 
the building is removed, additional soil testing is planned in order to indicate whether more remediation work is 
needed before the site can be re-used for another purpose. 

 Rebates Available to Village of Johnson Electric Customers
As part of the Village's effort to meet the State's Renewable Energy Standard and help its customers reduce their 
fossil fuel consumption, customers of the Village of Johnson Electric Department are eligible to receive several 
rebates on specific equipment. The rebates are processed by the Vermont Public Power Supply Authority (VPPSA) 
in coordination with the Village.

Electric Vehicle Rebate -  Customers may receive up to  a $1,000 rebate on an electric vehicle purchase or lease. For 
more information, please go to: https://vppsa.com/electric-vehicle-rebate-2019/

Nissan Leaf Rebate - Customers may be eligible for a $5,000 rebate on the purchase of a new Nissan Leaf. 
Participating dealers include Freedom Nissan, Garvey Nissan, and Nissan of St. Albans. For more information, 
please go to: https://vppsa.com/save-big-on-a-2019-nissan-leaf/ 

Heat Pump Rebate - Customers may receive up to a $300 rebate on the purchase of a cold climate heat pump. If 
your home has been weatherized, you may be eligible for an additional $100 rebate. For more information, please 
go to: https://vppsa.com/heat-pump-rebate-2019/

Heat Pump Water Heater Rebate - Customers may receive up to a $300 rebate on the purchase of a heat pump 
water heater. To qualify, the heat pump water heater must replace a fossil fuel-fired water heater. For more 
information, please go to: https://vppsa.com/heat-pump-water-heater-rebate-2019/

 Notice to Customers: Do Not Use Doxo For Online Bill Payments
It has come to our attention that customers at several other municipal utilit ies in the State have been using Doxo, a 
third-party online bill payment service. Doxo may be impying that they are somehow affiliated with the Village of 
Johnson, but please be aware Doxo is not affiliated with Village, even if it uses the ViIlage logo on its website. 

Customers who pay their utility bill through Doxo are charged a service fee. Payment through Doxo may take 
several weeks to reach the utility, potentially resulting in fees and/or disconnection of services. The Village offers its 
own online bill payment option and we strongly recommend against using Doxo to pay your utility bill. 

Go to http://townofjohnson.com/documents/make-payment/ to use the Village's online payment option.

 Remember to Pract ice Bike Safety
Keep your kids and yourself safe on bikes this summer. Always wear a helmet and brightly colored clothes, do not 
wear headphones while riding, and ride in a single file with the flow of traffic. If every biker wore a helmet, one life 
could be saved each day and one head injury could be prevented every four minutes! If you are driving, remember 
that Vermont law requires that a motor vehicle passing a bicycle ?shall exercise due care, which includes increasing 
clearance to a recommended distance of at least four feet to pass the vulnerable user safely, and shall cross the 
center of the highway? only when safe to do so.
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