
FOX RIVER GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT 
REGULAR MEETING of the BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Tuesday, January 18, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom 
 

Per 5 ILCS 120/7(e)(2), the Board President has determined it would not be prudent to hold a meeting in person, and so this is 
a fully online meeting.  

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:  6:32 p.m. by President Gipson.    Navik, Augle, Cooper, Spiek and Steeves.  All via Zoom, all 
confirmed and visual and audio.  Bunton absent. 

INPUT FROM CITIZENS:  Dana Fanslow, Youth Services manager, and Steve Miller in attendance. Kristi Cline, from Friends of 
Library, reported that the Friends are drafting an article promoting their Road Rally/Scavenger Hunt fundraiser for the Spring newsletter.  
The Road Rally will be held on April 30, 2022.  The Friends Calendar/Photo Contest is going to start in the summer and a Trivia Night is 
planned for the fall. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE AND LIBRARY NEWS – All correspondence discussed. 

1) Digital Correspondence 
2) Unsung Heroes at Schools? Librarians. 
3) Insurance Renewal Notices 
4) IMRF 2022 Final Rate Notice 
5) Five-story, 100-unit apartment building coming to Fox River Grove 

CONSENT AGENDA 

1) Items to be included in Consent Agenda 
a. Treasurer’s Report Including Transfer of Funds Totaling $20,000 for December Bills and Two Upcoming Payrolls 
b. Minutes from the October 19, 2021 Regular Board Meeting 

2) Consent Agenda Approval (voice vote) – Spiek moved to approve, Navik second.  Roll call vote, all ayes. Bunton absent. 

LIAISON REPORTS 

1) Policy – Gipson noted the Reference Policy was updated and is in the New Business agenda for a vote.  Two financial 
policies will be reviewed by Steeves and Cooper.  The policies will be on the February agenda.  Steeves will review the 
Workplace Violence policy. 

2) Finance – Cooper noted the Book/AV Sale in December made $537.75. The Per Capita grant application was accepted 
on November 19, 2022.  The final 2020 tax distribution was received on November 19, 2021.  The library received 99.3% 
of projection.  The levy was confirmed with an extra $1587 due to a change in how some taxes are collected.  The 
Prevailing Wage and Authority to Spend policies will be reviewed. Steeves will submit a draft of the 2022- 2023 budget to 
Cooper in late February.  Steeves submitted the annual FRG Library Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements to 
McHenry County on December 20,2021. 

3) Facility – Spiek noted the hot water heater was replaced.  The cost was labor only as the unit was covered under 
warranty.  The library may want to consider a tankless water heater in the future as they are more resistant to hard water 
issues.  The upstairs sink was dripping and has since been repaired. The exterior and interior work to correct the roof leak 
damage is still in progress until there is a stretch of above-freezing days that will let us test what happens when the snow 
melts and also permits the roofers to work safely.  The gas smell that forced the library’s closure on December 16, 2021 
has not returned.  Annual fire extinguisher service is complete.  The Illinois Energy has renewed our agreement for 
discounted natural gas supply.  The fireplace clean and check complete – functioning but needs a replacement part.  An 
exterior electrical outlet was installed and was used for the outdoor caroling.  Cooper noted that the front door is not 
closing properly.  Steeves is addressing this issue. 

4) Personnel – Cooper noted that the staff have completed most of their 2021/2022 evaluation goals.  There was an all staff 
meeting on January 7, 2022.  Topics covered were Workplace Violence, mandatory annual Sexual Harassment training, 
and job description review.  The annual review of the director is in the New Business agenda. 

5) Publicity – Augle noted 3 press releases that were printed in the Daily Herald:  CG Rotary Grant, Book/AV Sale and online 
programming on Norge ski club and author talks. 

6) Development – Navik attended the Friends of the Library Zoom meeting on January 12, 2022.  Their 3 fundraisers were 
discussed.  The Friends of the Library next meeting will be held via Zoom on February 9, 2022.  The library is looking for 
an adult volunteer to decorate the doorway planters.  CG volunteers continue to help with the plastic caps project, YS 
assistance, and local history.  A new project for CG volunteers is for students to create videos for library Instagram and 
YouTube. 

7) Public Services – Steeves noted with the surge in COVID numbers all January programs shifted to Zoom.  The library’s 
operating hours are not affected. 
 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 

1) Library Journal Star Ratings Data 2021 – Steeves presented the findings of the Library Journal Star Ratings which is a 

comparison of statistical data to our neighboring libraries. 
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SPECIAL REPORTS 

1) Youth Services – Gipson and Spiek commended all the staff undergoing continuing education. 
2) Adult Services – Gipson noted the increase Book Club participation and the upcoming Zoom programs on Norge Ski Club 

and the author talks being offered by Illinois Libraries Present. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS (all possible action items) 

1) COVID-19 - Steeves noted with the surge in COVID numbers all January programs shifted to Zoom.  The library’s 

operating hours are not affected. 
2) Open Board Seat – Gipson noted that there is still an open board seat. 
3) Strategic Planning – The Strategic Planning Committee met on January 11, 2022 via Zoom.  A small group of the strategic 

planning committee will meet on January 19, 2022 to draft a survey for community feedback. Board members should 
expect to be interviewed by the committee.  The committee will host a Strategic Planning Open House on March 12, 2022.  

NEW BUSINESS (all possible action items)  

1) Training Video: Board Meetings – Steeves played a short video on having effective board meetings. 

2) Reference Policy January 2022 – Steeves noted the policy emphasizes our accommodations to provide reference 
materials on digital platforms.  Cooper moved to approve the Reference Policv January 2022. Spiek second.  Roll call 
vote, all ayes.  Bunton absent. 

3) 2022 Statement of Economic Interest - Gipson remined the board to look out for the form in an upcoming email. 
4) ILA Legislative Remote Meetup – Gipson noted the Meetup will be held on February 21, 2022 via Zoom.  Board members 

interested in attending are to contact Steeves for registration. 
5) Annual Review of the Library Director – Gipson and Steeves will meet to create a questionnaire on the Director’s 

performance.  Steeves will distribute the questionnaire to the board.  Gipson will consolidate the responses/feedback.  

TRUSTEE COMMENTS – Spiek noted that the next board meeting will be on February 15, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. Gipson excited to be on 
the strategic planning committee.  Gipson noted there is lots going on at the library.  Cooper congratulated Raluca Barbu on her novel 
being published in English and looks forward to reading it. 

 

ADJOURNMENT - Augle moved to adjourn at 7:25 p.m.  Cooper second.  All in favor.  Bunton absent. 

 

The next regular board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 15, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Jennifer Gipson, President 

 

 

 

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Christopher Spiek, Secretary 


