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EDITORIAL

Roger Wicker is the United 

States Senator for Mississippi. 

His opinions are not necessar-

ily those of the Stone County 

Enterprise
The Stone County Enterprise encourages 

its readers to submit letters to the editor 
about issues discussed in the newspaper or 
that are relevant to the community.

 Letters may be sent by mail to PO Box 
157, Wiggins, MS 39577; dropped off 
at the newspaper offices: 143 S. First 
St., Wiggins; or e-mailed to: editor@
stonecountyenterprise.com 

All letters must be signed and contain 
a telephone number and address for 
verification purposes. No unsigned or 
anonymously-written letter to the editor 
will be published. The Enterprise reserves 
the right to edit letters for clarity. The 
Enterprise also reserves the right to refuse 
to publish any letter.

Got an Opinion?

Sen. Roger Wicker

Letter To Editor

Mississippi has been home 
to Enviva operations for 
over a decade, since 2010 to 
be exact, when we opened 
our very first plant just 
outside Tupelo in Amory, 
which continues to oper-
ate today. Fast forward 12 
years, and we now employ 
over 1,200 associates across 
eight states in the South-
eastern U.S.  While we have 
grown significantly and 
quite rapidly, solving some 
of the world’s most difficult 
problems, and doing so in a 
way that creates and deliv-
ers value for our stakehold-
ers and the communities 
we call home continues to 
be our North Star. 

As you may know, we plan 
to construct our next man-
ufacturing plant in Stone 
County – the epitome of 
the perfect location: thriv-
ing forests, exceptional 
people, and great logistics. 
With the development and 
operation of each plant, 

we choose to lead with our 
principles and values. Safe-
ty is priority one. Environ-
mental stewardship is non-
negotiable. Empowering 
communities is a must, and 
sustainable and responsible 
forestry is how we do it. 

Enviva’s commitment to 
environmental stewardship 
in the communities is par-
amount, and members of 
your community will work 
to ensure this pledge. We 
will install state-of-the-art 
emissions technologies at 
every step of our manufac-
turing process, joining oth-
er plants in our fleet that 
are considered some of the 
most controlled plants in 
the U.S., which will enable 
us to operate well inside the 
U.S. federal and state regu-
latory emission standards 
and will present no risk or 
issue to public health or the 
environment.  

The property size would 
intentionally be the largest 
we have ever acquired, in 
order to provide an am-
ple tree buffer to limit our 
impact on the community. 
We plan to create around 
100 local jobs with wages 
projected to be approxi-
mately 70 percent higher 
than the county average. 
Once operational, the plant 
will support more than 350 
jobs, including those in re-
lated industries such as log-
ging and transportation.

As many of you heard us 
state at the public Town 

Hall just over a month ago, 
at Enviva, integrity and 
keeping promises are cru-
cial values. For those we 
choose to become part of 
the Enviva family, you’d be 
expected to not just follow 
our values, but to live them 
while in the community as 
well.

We are committed to 
openness about what we’re 
going to do and how we’re 
doing it. As such, we want-
ed to proactively remind 
you of this commitment 
and confront misinformed 
criticism head on. We re-
alize trust must be earned, 
and we are committed to 
earning yours not with 
opinion or myths, but with 
actions, data and facts, fol-
lowing through on what we 
say, so you can decide for 
yourself.  

We have a great team at 
Enviva and we’re eager for 
you to learn more about 
our people and what we 
value. But most important-
ly, we are very excited and 
committed to creating that 
value right here in Bond. 
Our business is strong and 
growing, and Bond and 
Stone County are well-po-
sitioned to grow along with 
us. We invite you to join us 
along this exciting ride. 

More information on the 
construction and future 
hiring process of the Bond 
site is available on our dedi-
cated project website ‘envi-
va-bond.com’. 

Enviva and Stone 
County Growing Together

Rick Frederick
Enviva Community 
Relations Manager

We are having a holocaust again people 
are dying senseless deaths. Children are left 
orphaned and taken advantage of and see-
ing things they should not see. It is a “God-
less” time in the Ukraine. Total chaos with-
out a reason. We have to remember that 
except for the Grace of God that could be 

us. Power hungry leaders rear their heads 
in different ways. But the results are always 
the same total destruction.

God Bless
Nelda Johnson

Lumberton, MS

Total Chaos

The war in Ukraine is a 
stark reminder that dic-
tators take advantage 
of weakness. President 
Biden’s threat of econom-
ic sanctions clearly failed 
to prevent Vladimir Putin 
from invading. Instead, Pu-
tin sensed weakness from 
the President, making his 
decision to invade easier. 
The result has been nearly 
three months of bloodshed, 
war crimes, and the con-
tinued rise of already-high 
food and gas prices world-
wide. These events hold im-
portant lessons for Taiwan, 
another free nation that is 
facing potential invasion 
from a hostile neighbor. 

Taiwan lies just 100 miles 
off the coast of China and 
is frequently subject to 
Chinese threats. Chinese 
officials insist that Taiwan 
belongs to them, and they 
have openly said they are 
willing to seize it by force. 
Indeed, many U.S. military 
officials expect China to in-
vade Taiwan by 2027. This 
would be disastrous not 
only for Taiwan but for re-
gional security and our own 
economy. Unfortunately, 

Taiwan is not equipped to 
repel such an invasion. But 
America could change that 
by selling them high-tech 
weapons, making a military 
invasion too costly for Chi-
na to stomach. 

I recently raised this need 
with Lt. Gen. Scott Berri-
er, who leads the Defense 
Intelligence Agency. He 
confirmed that Taiwan is 
taking valuable military 
lessons from Ukraine and 
that the U.S. can play an 
important role in building 
up Taiwan’s defenses. As 
a member of the Senate 
Armed Services Commit-
tee, I am now leading the 
push for an arms deal with 
Taiwan to prevent China 
from launching a new war.

  Sell Taiwan Fighter Jets, 
Missiles, Drones 

As a prosperous first-
world nation, Taiwan can 
easily afford the high-end 
U.S. weapons needed to de-
ter a Chinese invasion. Un-
fortunately, Taiwan does 
not spend nearly enough 
on its own defenses. This 
will need to change. Taiwan 
should consider purchas-
ing large amounts of U.S.-
made anti-ship missiles, sea 
mines, aerial drones, and 
tank-busting drones. They 
should also upgrade their 
air and missile defenses 
with U.S. technology. We 
are already selling Taiwan 
F-16 fighter jets, and we 
should speed up these sales 
while making older mod-
els available sooner. Tai-
wan can pay for all this by 
boosting defense spending 
by $7 billion – a small price 
to pay to prevent war. 

Biden Letting U.S. Navy 
Fall Behind

  Because Taiwan is an is-
land, these weapons would 
have to be delivered by sea 
or by air, putting U.S. as-
sets in a highly contested 
area. Indeed, China now 
has the world’s largest navy 
and would like to prevent 
U.S. ships from entering 
the region, and especial-
ly from arming Taiwan. 
Making matters worse, the 
Biden Administration is al-
lowing our Navy to weaken 
as compared to China. The 
President’s recent defense 
budget and 30-year ship-
building plan would lead 
to U.S. naval decline, with 
too few destroyers and am-
phibious transport ships, 
which our generals say we 
need.

  At a recent hearing, I 
challenged Secretary of the 
Navy Carlos Del Toro over 
these inadequate shipbuild-
ing plans. A strong U.S. 
Navy is crucial to support-
ing our allies and delivering 
any weapons they may buy 
from us. As Congress pre-
pares to fund the military, I 
will be pushing for a major 
boost to Navy shipbuilding 
along with the sale of high-
tech weapons to Taiwan. 
This could be pivotal in 
preventing the next great 
conflict.

 

Wicker: Taiwan Should 

Arm to Prevent 

Chinese Invasion


