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The Town of Big Lake Board of Supervisors met in regular session, at 6:00 PM, on Wednesday 
July 28, 2021 at the Town of Big Lake Town Hall, located in the Big Lake Township’s Lions 
Park Community Center, at 21960 County Road 5 NW, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, 
State of Minnesota.  The meeting was called to order by Chair Bruce Aubol and the Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited. In attendance were Vice-Chair Dean Brenteson, Supervisor Larry 
Alfords, Supervisor Norm Leslie, Supervisor Mark Hedstrom attended through virtual media. 
Staff members present were Treasurer Kenneth Warneke, Clerk Brenda Kimberly-Maas and 
Deputy Clerk Jayme Swenson. Sergeant Luke McLean, Fire Chief Seth Hansen, Francine 
Larson & Dan Cibaulka – Sherburne Soil And Water Conservation District and three audience 
guests were in attendance.  
  
Approval of Meeting Agenda 

Motion/Second to accept the presented Agenda by: Leslie/Brenteson.  Approved by: 
Alfords, Aubol, Brenteson, Hedstrom, and Leslie. Motion Prevailed. The meeting proceeded in 
accordance with presented Agenda.   
 
Approval of Consent Agenda 
              The Consent Agenda consisted of: A) Approval of Minutes; Joint Powers Board 
Meeting on 07/14/2021 and Regular meeting 07/14/2021. B) Approve List of Claims & Payroll 
paid 07/28/2021. C) Resolution 2021-11 Naming Road – “Old County Road 79”.  
Motion/Second to Approve Consent Agenda by: Brenteson/Alfords. Approved by: Alfords, 
Aubol, Brenteson, Hedstrom, and Leslie. None Opposed. Motion Prevailed. 
 
Sheriff’s Department Report 
 Sergeant Luke McLean reported the Sheriff’s Department responded to 220 calls for 
service in the township in June. This is up from 210 in the same timeframe of 2020. Sgt. 
McLean noted the Department continues to receive 911 hang-up calls happening from 
landlines where fiber optic lines are being installed. There have been a number of calls from 
residents who were attempted to be scammed by “Publisher’s Clearing House” callers. He 
noted there were more single vehicle accidents recently. He also informed the Board that a 
deputy caught one of the “”burn-out” drivers and cited the driver  
 
Big Lake Fire Department Report 
 Chief Seth Hansen reported 35 total calls for service in April 2021: City of Big Lake had 
seventeen (17), Big Lake Township had fifteen (15), two (2) in Orrock Township, and  
one (1) mutual aid call. Calls for service year to date are up a total of  
6 calls from the same time period in 2020. The Department responded to three (3) grass fires 
in July, four (4) hazardous conditions, four (4) motor vehicle accidents, and five (5) medical 
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assists.  Chief Hansen reminded all that the area is still experiencing drought conditions, had a 
few “red flag” days in July and be very careful if residents have a campfire (3’ x 3’) which is the 
only size of allowed fires. The members participated in online training learning about fire 
alarms and suppression systems. Hands-on training consisted of hose streams and hydrants. 
Seth reported the Department members participated in the SpudFest parade. The Department 
sponsored Sophia and Jessica as Miss and Little Miss Big Lake.  and as played against the 
BLPD in the Guns & Hoses to kick off the event’s softball tournament.  
  
Open Forum 
 Resident Paul Fanberg, 15396 196th Ave NW, Elk River, was present to address the 
Board on the subject of proposed amendments to County Zoning Ordinances Section 17, 
subd. 2 – Parking and Loading Regulations. Mr. Fanberg had attended the County Board of 
Commissioners meeting on the matter and was present to present his concerns with the 
proposed amendments. His primary concern was the ordinance further restricts what land-
owners are allowed to do, on their own property. Supervisor Alfords noted there are many 
areas within the township and the county, with the number of vehicles that are stored outside  
has become an issue. The zoning office handles several of these complaints. The biggest 
concern from citizens, is the reduced market values (selling) because of the accumulation of 
stored vehicles. Alfords noted that many of the “offenders” have circumvented the current 
ordinance, by purchasing license tabs, for the stored vehicles. Current zoning ordinances offer 
no recourse to press removal of the excess vehicles.  It was noted this item is on the agenda 
and the Board will be reviewing and making comments to be sent to the zoning office, for 
consideration at the next Planning Commission meeting.  
 
Sherburne County Soil and Water District 

Dan Cibaulka presented attendees with information about the removal of Birch Lake, 
from the Impaired Bodies of Water. In 2019 and 2020, Birch Lake was one of numerous lakes 
and streams included in the Minnesota Polution Control Agency’s (MPCA) Intensive Watershed 
Monitoring (IWM) program. This program is made possible through funding with the Clean 
Water Land & Legacy Amendment. Local staff from the Sherburne Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) completed the fieldwork sampling procedures. The IWM 
program operates on a watershed basis every 10years assessing waters and determining if 
they meet State of Minnesota water quality standards. The most important parameters for lake 
water quality monitoring include:  total phosphorus, chlorophyll-a(a measurement of algae 
content), and Secchi disk clarity. In 2009, Birch Lake was listed as an “impaired waterbody” for 
excessive nutrients by the State of Minnesota. This is an official designation that identifies the 
lake has having excessive phosphorus (the primary “food” source for algae), which can 
increase the frequency of algae blooms, in the lake, reducing water clarity. Phosphorus, 
chlorophyll a, and water clarity are related so by reducing phosphorus we can expect a 
reduction in algae and an increase in water clarity. He summarized, the 2019-2020 monitoring 
results showed the lake had experienced a dramatic increase in quality since its last 
assessment, 2009-2010. At a May 2021 meeting, the MPCA confirmed a recommendation that 
Birch Lake be removed from the impaired waterbodies list due to verified documentation of 
meeting water quality standards. This achievement is somewhat rare. Unfortunately, it is 
relatively easy for lakes to degrade and reach impairment status. The work to remove them 
from this list can be complex, expensive, and time consuming. He noted this achievement did 
not happen by chance. In 2014 the Sherburne SWCD completed a sub watershed analysis to 
determine likely source of phosphorus to the lake and was afterwards awarded a State of MN 
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Clean Water Funds grant. With this funding, the SWCD partnered with private landowners and 
the Town, on shoreline restoration and stormwater improvements. Big Lake Township installed 
several stormwater infiltration basins on the West side of Birch Lake. These projects have 
contributed to a great reduction in phosphorus content to the lake. The result is the lake’s 
meeting of water quality standards. To maintain water quality standards, continued vigilance is 
necessary. Development in the lake’s watershed should be carefully planned so that nutrients 
can be managed. Signs of soil erosion on shorelines or nearby agricultural fields should be 
addressed early on. If additional stormwater improvement projects are identified these should 
be implemented. With a continued focus on conservation, Birch Lake can maintain good water 
quality conditions. Francine Larson announced another piece of good news.  Each year the 
Sherburne SWCD selects an “Outstanding Conservation Cooperator of the Year”.  The award 
goes to an individual or group that has make significant achievements in the field of soil or 
water conservation.  Given the great news about Birch Lake, and the partnership the SWCD 
had with Big Lake Township which resulted in that success story, SWCD staff proposed to our 
Board of Supervisors that the 2021 Outstanding Conservation Cooperator award go to the Big 
Lake Township.  The SWCD board approved this proposal at last meeting last week. Francine 
presented the Board with a certificate of award and noted the Town will be presented with a 
plaque during the 2021 Conservation tour in September. Supervisor Alfords and Ken Warneke 
– road committee members who were involved with the infiltration basin project, were 
congratulated by the Board. Supervisor Alfords noted that project was able to be successful 
because of the cooperated efforts of the SWCD. He thanked Dan, Francine and the staff of 
SWCD, for their help and support. 

 
Regular Business 
Holthaus CUP Application  

Tom Holthaus was present to address the Board on his CUP application to allow his 
doggy daycares and pet grooming business at 20455 187th Ave NW – PID # 10-335-1345. 
Chair Aubol asked about the matter of ensuring dog hair would be collected prior to entering 
the septic system. Mr. Holthaus informed the Board that the wash tubs use a double filter in the 
drain which are to be cleaned by the customer and will also be checked by staff, to ensure 
hair/fur doesn’t make it to the septic system. There were no further questions. 

Motion/Second to recommend approval of CUP to operate a drive up retail service use 
to operate Pet Grooming by:  Brenteson/Leslie. Approved by: Alfords, Aubol, Brenteson, 
Hedstrom, and Leslie. None opposed. Motion Prevailed. 

 
Guidarelli Variance 

Troy Albrecht, Albrecht Construction, was in attendance to address the Board on the 
matter of a variance to the right of way of 146th St NW. Clerk Kimberly-Maas informed the 
Board the current home is non-compliant to the 100’ setback from the centerline of 146th St. 
NW. The proposed addition will be at the same distance from the centerline which is 96’. not 
be any closer to the ROW.  The request is for a 4’ variance to the setback. The Board 
confirmed the addition will be no closer than the request and still within the lot line setback 
requirements.  

Motion/Second to recommend approval of a four-foot (4’) variance to the right of way 
setback for the purpose of constructing an addition to the home at 18831 146th St. NW, Elk 
River, MN PID# 10-136-1107 by:  Alfords/Leslie. Approved by: Alfords, Aubol, Brenteson, 
Hedstrom, and Leslie. None opposed. Motion Prevailed. 
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BLIPE Architectural Board 
 Supervisor Leslie noted he is the only board member who is assigned to the BLIPE 
Architectural Board. He inquired if the rest of the supervisors felt it would be wise to appoint an 
additional/alternate to this Board. The Architectural Board reviews building plans for new 
construction in the jointly owned industrial park. Supervisor Hedstrom volunteered to be the 
alternate to this Board. 

Motion/Second appointing Supervisor Hedstrom as an additional or alternate to the 
BLIPE Architectural Board by:  Alfords/Brenteson. Approved by: Alfords, Aubol, Brenteson, 
Hedstrom, and Leslie. None opposed. Motion Prevailed. 
 
Proposed Amendments to Zoning Ordinance 17 
 The Board reviewed the proposed amendments to Ordinance 17 - Subdivision 2: 
Parking and Loading Regulations, section 12. The Board made the following comments to be 
sent to staff at Planning and Zoning:  A. ~ definition of "improved parking surface" is needed.  
Remove “D. Maximum parking area on platted lots exclusive of driveways shall not exceed 1 
percent of the legal lot size.” Remove “E. “The use of a second driveway or a driveway to an 
accessory building as an improved parking surface is prohibited.” Board feels these lines can 
be removed, for the following reasons.  D. is restrictive to impervious surface in C., E. 
contradicts & is restrictive to C. (impervious surface). The Board also commented that if 
language in D. remains, % of legal lot size allowed as improved parking area, needs to be re-
evaluated. On a 2.5 acre lot, 1% would equate to approximately 1100 sq ft. Clerk Kimberly-
Maas will send the Board’s comments to Marc Schneider, for addition to the record at the next 
Public Hearing on the matter.  
 
Notifying Residents of Upcoming Road Work 
 Supervisor Hedstrom had received calls from residents who were quite happy with the 
overlays done. However, they did place a concern that they were not notified of the work 
ahead of its occurrence. Clerk Kimberly-Maas also noted the office had received a couple of 
calls from residents who were wondering about the schedule, due to celebrations they had 
scheduled. The board discussed sending letters to affected residents, placing signs prior to 
work commencing, or sending a newsletter with information for residents to check the website 
for upcoming road work. Treasurer Warneke told the Board if they wished to have their own 
signs created, the cost of each sign is roughly $80 and installation/removal would be an 
additional cost. Ken noted the bid docs have language that requires the contractor to place 
signage in the area where work is to occur, prior to it starting. Supervisor Alfords stated he did 
see signs erected in the affected neighborhoods, prior to the start of overlaying. Clerk 
Kimberly-Maas informed the Board; staff doesn’t have fingertip access to a database listing all 
of the residents. She can request a listing of that information from Sherburne County, but staff 
would need to pull those affected from that listing. This would be fairly time consuming. A 
township newsletter might be a better option, if the Board wishes to use this method. She also 
noted staff placed the work schedule, on the town’s website. 
 This will be reviewed again prior to the 2022 construction season. 
 
Roads 

All plowing contracts ended April 2021. The road committee requested to authorize a 
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Call for Winter Maintenance Bids be placed in the Patriot and Elk River Star News.  
Motion/Second authorizing a Public Notice Call for Winter Maintenance Bids, be placed 

in the Town’s Official newpapers by:  Aubol/Alfords. Approved by: Alfords, Aubol, Brenteson, 
Hedstrom, and Leslie. None opposed. Motion Prevailed. 

 
Treasurer’s Report 
 Ken reviewed the Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statements with the Board. The 
town treasury ending balance (less escrows) was $2,402,751.74 Ken has no concerns with 
balances in the treasury and the Town is in good shape, for this time of the year. He also noted 
the balance will be reduced as soon as the first overlay invoice is received. He informed the 
Board the receipt from taxes showed a negative number because of refunds issued back to the 
property owner when the value of the property is significantly less than the appraised value. 
One example is if the home was a total loss to a disaster, like fire. The town’s funds are 
currently held in First Bank of Elk River and Sherburne State Bank. The 4M fund is slightly 
funded at present and he will place the ARPA funds into the 4M account, when they are 
received. Financial Reports are retained as part of the official Minutes and available in the 
Clerk’s Office. Motion/Second to approve the Treasurer’s report by: Leslie/Brenteson. 
Approved by: Aubol, Alfords, Brenteson, Hedstrom and Leslie. None opposed. Motion 
Prevailed.  
 
 
 
Business from the Board – Committee Reports/Updates 

Supervisor Aubol noted he will be attending the Planning & Zoning Advisory Meeting on 
August 19th. 

   
Announcements: 
Big Lake Fire Department Joint Powers Board will have a Special Meeting on Monday August 
2nd at 7:00PM to discuss the BLFD 2022 Budget. 
 
MAT District 7 meeting on Thursday August 12, 2021 at the Silver Creek Town Hall or by 
ZOOM. Meeting commences at 7:00PM. 
 
Adjournment: 

Motion/Second to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 7:30 PM by:  Leslie/Hedstrom. All 
Supervisors present approved. Motion Prevailed.  
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

Brenda Kimberly-Maas, Clerk and Jayme Swenson, Deputy Clerk 
 
 
 

Accepted this 1August/1th day of  2021, by the Town of Big Lake Board of Supervisors. 
 

        
 
       Attest:   
Bruce Aubol, Board Chair     Brenda Kimberly-Maas, Town Clerk 


