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CO-PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 
 

 
Hello to all our members! 

 
Another year is behind us and as we reflect 
on the events of the last twelve months, I 
expect many of us are not where we were 
expecting to be at present.  The pandemic 
has continued in various forms, protests and 
rallies are being carried out across the world, 
and we are finding ourselves watching a war 
from our living rooms as democracy itself is 
challenged.   
 
This is a time when organizations like 
museums, art galleries, and heritage 
institutions are more important than 
ever.  This is a time when the Manitoba 
Crafts Museum and Library can be a place of 
comfort and inspiration, whether in person 
or on-line.  Many of us have taken solace in 
handwork during the pandemic and we see 
this creative movement continuing. We 
might knit as a form of meditation, make 
paper to incorporate petals from our 
gardens, or artfully mend clothing to reduce 
waste.  These activities create items of 
beauty while providing solace and joy to the 
maker.  They also slow us down, remind us 
to breathe, and know that we have the 
resilience to care for ourselves and those 
around us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Manitoba Crafts Museum and Library is 
here for all of us to make use of, and to 
support, in our own way.  I look forward, in 
the coming weeks and months, to again 
engage with friends at exhibition openings, 
craft with others, explore the beautiful and 
well-stocked library at the MCML, and 
engage in a variety of social events – from 
fundraisers to workshops.  For the present, 
however, I would like to thank you for your 
on-going support of this wonderful 
organization. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the AGM! 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Ginny Toni and Leona Herzog 
Co-Presidents 
 
Ginny Toni and Leona Herzog 
Co-Presidents 
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CURATOR’S MESSAGE 
 

2021 was a very challenging year with numerous 
Covid-19 interruptions.  But through it all, we 
continued to engage our audiences, improve the 
collection, and preserve Manitoba’s craft history.  
 

Exhibits 
 

Handmade in Manitoba 
November 2020 – April 2021 
Handmade in Manitoba, which celebrated 
Manitoba 150, was installed in 2020, but the C2 
Centre for Craft was closed even before the 
exhibit could open.  We were able to extend the 
exhibit through April 2021, showcasing the rich 
craft history of our province through loans of 
handmade items from over 20 museums in 
Manitoba.  
 

Woven Images of Manitoba 
September – October  
This exhibit featured work by members of the 
Manitoba Weavers and Fibre Artists.  
 

Samplers: From the MCML Collection 
April – December 2021  
This exhibit showcased embroidered, woven, rug 
hooking and other fibre samplers.  
 

All 2021 exhibits were also made available 
through videos hosted on the website, allowing 
visitors access even if the gallery was closed due 
to Covid-19.  
 

Programming  
 

Programming in 2021, with the exception of a 
few events, was completely on-line.    

 We added more activities to the Ethel 
Harrison Makers Corner On-Line. 

 We added blogs and videos to the Explore 
Manitoba Craft History section of the 
website regularly.   

 We hosted a talk with Claire Sparling, What’s 
in Your Sewing Basket. 

 MCML partnered with the Seven Oaks House 
Museum to host four on-line live sessions 
with various collections focused topics 
funded through the Safe at Home program.  

 We co-hosted a virtual book launch with 
MCC, for “Unravelling Canada” by Sylvia 
Olsen.  

 We logged over 2,000 visitors to our various 
on-line activities! But, it should be noted that 
many of our digital offerings do not count 
visitation, so we expect that these numbers 
are an underrepresentation of true 
engagement.  

 

MCML also participated in Doors Open with an 
weaving demo and Culture Days with a Public 
Outdoor Craft Trail to follow (both in partnership 
with MCC), and the Manitoba Fibre Festival with 
a Pop-Up Fibre Trail exhibit.  
 

Museum Collection & Library 
 

MCML continues to receive donations. 2021 was 
a slow year again but highlights include work by 
the late Shirley Tyderkie, embroideries by the 
late Fern Morris, a Jenny Doll by Judy Stewart 
and a doll by Carol McCann.   
 

The Gladys Chown Memorial Library has also had 
a slow year in terms of acquisitions and 
borrowing, but we hope for better things in 
2022.  

 
Marketing and Communications 
 

MCML continued to develop an on-line presence 
through the C2 website, and MCML Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram platforms. 
 

Finance & Fundraising 
 

The Heritage-Manitoba Crafts Museum and 
Library fund at The Winnipeg Foundation has 
continued to grow. As of December, the fund 
was valued at just under $37,000.  
 

We held two Zoom based Trivia Night 
Fundraisers.    
 

C2 Shop 
 

The C2 Shop had another successful year, with 
shoppers both on-site and through the On-line 
shop.  Holiday sales in November and December, 
in particular the Ornament Sale, brought many 
in-person and virtual shoppers to C2.   We even 
hosted an in-person trunk sale in December with 
three artists showcasing their work.   
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Special Projects 
 

Digital Content Project 
This project was started in 2020, but was 
continued through 2021. The goal was to provide 
more long lasting historical content on-line, as 
compared to social media posts.  The result is 
the Explore Manitoba Craft History section of the 
website, which hosts videos and blog posts 
about our collection and other historical topics, 
and also oral history excerpts.  Started as a 
special project, this is now just part of our 
regular operations.  
 

Digital Content Project II 
Digital content is becoming more important, 
both in Covid times, but also as a way to reach 
beyond our local audience and to provide access 
to all those who cannot visit in person.  The 
success of the first digital content initiative lead 
us to continue.  We received funding from The 
Winnipeg Foundation to add more images and 
other content to our website, including 3-D 
images so viewers can see all sides of items.  This 
project will continue into 2022.   
 

Textile Reorganization Project  
This project was also started in 2020, but did not 
come to complete fruition until 2021.  A perfect 
Covid era project, it involved intense 
engagement with the collection, but no direct 
contact with the public.  The result was a 
complete re-organization of about half of the 
collection, including rolled textiles, muslin covers 
for items, padded hangers, better organization 
and labelling, new photographs and written 
descriptions in the database and more.   This 
work has transformed how we use the 
collection, making it easier and faster to access 
for the important public activities like exhibits 
and programming.   

Funding from this project was from the Heritage 
Grants Program (Province of Manitoba), the 
Museums Assistance Plan and the Young Canada 
Works (both Government of Canada). 
 

BIPoC Research and Presentation 
As a museum, our first responsibility is to the 
collection.  For this project, started in summer 
2021, we are working to research all items by 
BIPoC artists and communities, produce quality 
photographs, and update the database.  The 
public element of this project is to publish social 
media posts and blogs, and also produce an 
exhibit in 2022 in the Heritage Gallery 
showcasing some of the most interesting BIPoC 
pieces in the collection.  
 

Oral History Project  
In 1999 (with audio cassettes) and in 2006 and 
2007 MCML conducted oral history interviews 
with craftspeople in Manitoba.  It had been a 
goal for some time to resume, but took until now 
to realize this goal. During this project we will 
interview 18-20 Manitoba artist and collect their 
individual and unique stories.   
 

Conclusion 
 

In the 2020 Annual Report we expressed a hope 
that 2021 would be “normal”. Obviously that did 
not happen, and Covid-19 continued to shape 
MCML’s activities through the entire year. But, 
there were some silver linings, especially with 
respect to the work on the collection and in our 
improved on-line presence.  We were once again 
able keep all staff employed, continue to engage 
with our visitors remotely, and maintain financial 
security for the year.  
 

Looking forward to better things in 2022! 
 

Andrea Reichert, Curator 
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STRATEGIC PLANNING 
 
In fall of 2021 MCML started a series of Strategic Planning Sessions.  Although the process is continuing 
in to 2022 we can announce here that we have a revised set of Guiding Principles.  
 
Vision: Manitobans inspired, engaged, and connected through craft  
  
Mission: The mission of the Manitoba Craft Museum and Library is to:  
- Collect, preserve, and hold historical and contemporary craft in trust  
- Celebrate craft through exhibits, presentations, and programs  
- Facilitate the exchange of ideas and build interest in and appreciation for craft  
  
Values:  
  
Honouring the handmade 
- MCML recognizes the inherent value of creating and appreciating craft  
  
Organizational excellence 
- MCML endeavours to maintain the highest standards in developing and preserving its collection and in 
providing services  
  
Exchanging knowledge 
- MCML values learning in all its forms and strives to offer and support opportunities for growth and 
increased understanding of craft and its cultural roles  
  
Fostering participation 
- MCML aims to ensure that its collection and programs are accessible to all  
  
Ensuring transparency 
- MCML is accountable to its membership and its community and operates openly and intentionally  
  
Commitment to diversity and inclusion 
- MCML strives to be inclusive and welcoming and to ensure diversity throughout the organization and 
its operations  
  

The Strategic Planning process was supported by  
The Winnipeg Foundation and the Manitoba Arts Council.  
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2021 MCML TEAM   
 

Board Executive 
Leona Herzog, Co-President, Ginny Toni, Co-President, Marieke Gruwel, Secretary, Kelsey Smith 
  

Members at Large 
Cynthia Boehm, Judith Huebner, Sabrina Janke, and Rob Shaw  
  

Staff  
Andrea Reichert, Curator 
Shauna Matthews, Programming Manager (to August) 
Alice Hamilton, Digital Media Assistant (Jan - March) 
Hannah Medley, Collections Assistant (January - April) 
Neda Masoomifar, Research Assistant (June – December) 
Shaneela Boodoo, Digital Content Assistant (August – December) 
Mackenzie Easton, Oral History Assistant (October – December) 
  

Committees 
Made in the Middle Committee: on hiatus 
Fundraising Committee: Marieke Gruwel, Cailyn Harrison, Sabrina Janke, and Robert Shaw 
Exhibit and Programming Committee: on hiatus 
Collections Committee: on hiatus 
C2 Shop Committee (Joint with MCC): Lily Despic 
 

Volunteers  
The following 20 volunteers contributed a total of 600 hours during 2020. Thank you!  
Bree Bergen, Cynthia Boehm, Lily Despic, Pam Green, Marieke Gruwel Cailyn Harrison, Leona Herzog, 
Judith Huebner, Sabrina Janke, Alex Judge, Bryce Lavigne, Heather Meiklejohn, Ernie Reichert, Patty 
Sauder, Rob Shaw, Theresa Shaw, Kelsey Smith, Susanne Sulkers, and Ginny Toni. 
   

 
HOURS OF OPERATION & VISITATION STATISTICS 
 

Hours of Operation:   
Wednesday – Saturday, 12pm – 4pm daily    
Days open to public in 2020: 128 (512 hours) 
Closed to January 1 to Feb 17 and May 8 to July 22 due to Covid-19 
 

Visitors:  
462 onsite casual visitors 
161 onsite events 
687 off-site events 
498 on-line events 
1,419 YouTube viewers 
 
Total:  3,227 
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FUNDERS REPORT 
 

Regular Operating Funders 
The Winnipeg Foundation; Province of Manitoba-Community Museums Grant 
 

Special Project Funders 
Province of Manitoba-Heritage Grants Program; Department of Canadian Heritage-Young Canada Works, 
Manitoba Arts Council, Winnipeg Arts Council, Department of Canadian Heritage-Museums Assistance 
Plan, and The Winnipeg Foundation 
  

Individual Donors – to MCML Directly and to Manitoba Heritage Fund 
Lee Anderson, Katryna Barske, Norma Bergman, Monique Brandt, Katrin Buschhausen,  
Paul & Doreen Bromley, Willy Carleton, Diana Cooper, Donna Earl, Marieke Gruwel, Diane Haglund, 
Amanda Harding, Judith, Huebner, Jeanine Krauchi,  Melanie Lewis, Mimi Mirus, Amanda Onchulenko, 
Andrea Reichert, Mary Reichert,Shirley Richardson, Louise Sloane, Marilyn Stothers, Gerdine Strong, 
Susan Styrchak, Jo-Anne Tabachek, Virginia Toni, Sheri Turner and Louise Van Buckenhout. 
 

For Fundraisers 
Whodunit Mystery Bookstore and Chris Krawchenko 
 

Membership Benefit Supporters 
Thank you to our membership partners, Artists Emporium, McNally Robinson, Prairie Studio Glass, and 
Wolseley Wool who provide discounts to MCML members.     

 

 
HERITAGE FUND 
 
The Manitoba Crafts Museum and Library Heritage Fund continues to grow with generous 
support from MCML members and supporters, and extended through a 1:2 matching formula.  
  
In 2021 the fund grew from $15,000 to $37,000!   
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2021 IN PHOTOGRAPHS
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GOALS FOR 2022  
 

Exhibits, Programming and Collections 
 
Exhibits in the Shirley Richardson Craft Gallery:  

 July – August 2021: Collections Agency  

 November – December 2021: Dolls and Toys 
 

Exhibit in the Heritage Gallery 

 March – December 2021: BIPOC 
  
MCML will continue to offer programming, with a mix of on-line and in-person as Covid-19 allows.  
  

Special Projects 
 

 Complete work on the BIPoC Research and Presentation Project, with the posting of social media 
posts, more blogs, and an exhibit in the Heritage Gallery.  
 

 MCML will continue with our initiative to develop more on-line content, with a focus on the 
museum collection.  We were fortunate to receive funding from The Winnipeg Foundation to 
start this project, and then from the Museums Assistance Plan Digital Fund to extent the work 
through March 2023.  Content will include more photographs, 3-D photographs and also video 
presentations.  

 

 We will complete the Oral History project, documenting the individual craft stories of 18-20 
artists. For most of these we will produce short 3-5 minute excerpts and make them available 
on-line.  

 

 Resume work on the collections database. In the summer we hope to work on more complete 
cataloging the archival holdings. In the fall we hope to work on more customizing for new 
functions in the database which will make the information richer and easier to search.  

 

 We have also applied for funding to work on a research project on Indigenous Beadwork, 
Embroidery and Quillwork.  

  
Finance and Fundraising 

 Hopefully, we will be able to hold the Made in the Middle Craft Market in November.  
 

 Host a yet to be determined fundraiser in the fall of 2022 
 

 Continue to develop the Heritage – Manitoba Crafts Museum and Library fund at The Winnipeg 
Foundation.   

 
Strategic Planning  

  
 The Strategic Planning initiative will continue in 2022, confirming a path to success for all MCML 

programming, and also for financial success, for the next three years.  


