
STEIN LANE 

FAQs 

1) Q: Why don’t you just put in sidewalks along Stein Lane 

A:  The 33-foot right-of-way doesn’t provide for enough room.  EBT can’t put in a sidewalk outside the ROW on a 

resident’s property.  Additionally, some sections banked and don’t lend themselves easily to putting in a 

sidewalk. 

 

2) Q: Why don’t you just use some of the Bucknell golf course to allow for a bike/ped path? 

A: EBT doesn’t own the land and the ROW isn’t wide enough to create a path. Additionally, liability from random 

flying golf balls is a concern.  That of course can happen today, but encouraging walkers and bikers to use the 

golf course creates more risk and liability.   

 

3) Q: What are you doing about the section of road between Smoketown and Pheasant Ridge? 

A: Given the layout of the roads, there is no easy way to re-route cars coming out of Beth Ellen Drive and 

Pheasant Ridge.  We plan to continue looking at options to improve the situation in this area.  Additionally, we 

plan to add some road markings and signage to remind cars to slow down and go the speed limit,  (e.g., SLOW, 

25 MPH), especially in the areas where there are blind spots over the crests in the hills.  

 

4) Q: Will you maintain the bike/pedestrian path?   

A:  Yes, we would plan to maintain it just as we do the road today. Additionally, we would plan to plow it in the 

winter.  

 

5) Q:  Will car and truck traffic increase on the streets parallel to Stein Lane due to this change? A: We need to 

conduct a traffic study to determine current traffic volume and how the change may affect other areas.   We 

expect cars to use Smoketown east and west as a more efficient alternate route, so don’t expect significant 

increased volume on the smaller adjacent streets.   

 

6) Q: Won’t this increase traffic on Smoketown Road, which also has a lot of bikers and walkers?  There are several 

curves on Smoketown than can be dangerous now. 

A: The traffic study will provide a clearer picture of the effect on traffic on Smoketown Road. We want to 

encourage cyclists and pedestrians to use Stein Lane and the side streets, rather than Smoketown Road. 

Providing a safe connection to the rail-trail also provides an alternative to Smoketown Road. 

 

7) Q:  How will you know if this worked (aka Stein Lane is a safer road) 
A: We will plan to review this new traffic pattern in 6 -12 months.  We will also solicit feedback from residents 
who live along the impacted roads.  We will also ask residents, pedestrians and bikers who use the roads.  

 
8) Q:  Smoketown Rd West from Stein Lane to Fairground is also unsafe.  There are numerous curves and at least 

one blind turn. In your modeling, you are adding cars to a road that is already narrow.  Will this create a new 
problem? 
A: This will be further evaluated if we proceed with a traffic study. 
 

9) Why don’t you just increase shoulders on Stein to allow for pedestrians and bikers?  

Answer:  Stein Lane only has a 33-foot right-of-way along this part of Stein Lane. The ‘cartway’ (aka the 2 lanes) 

are 21 ft.  There are 2 ft shoulders and 2 ft for drainage, leaving insufficient room in the ROW for a ped/bike 

lane.   

  



10) How wide will the Pedestrian path size be?  Is it expected to accommodate bikes and pedestrians? 

A: The Ped/Bike path will be the width of an existing lane.  Both bikers and pedestrians will share this lane.   

 

11) Can the Township enforce Eminent Domain to take the land to put a path on Bucknell property? 

A:  Our Solicitor has reviewed relevant case law pertaining to a Second-Class Township’s exercise of this power 

under the above provision of the Code.  The case law makes clear that the Township is permitted by the Second-

Class Township Code to take land for any legitimate recreational purpose.  A taking of private land, to satisfy the 

Takings Clause of the Fifth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, must be related to a public use or purpose.  A 

taking will be seen as having a public purpose only where the public is to be the primary and paramount 

beneficiary of the exercise of the power to take private land.  Courts, therefore, attempt to determine the “real 

or fundamental purpose” behind a taking.  Additionally, a plan to take must be tailored to the actual purpose for 

the taking or it will be overturned as excessive.  It is also required that just compensation be provided to the 

landowner for the land that is taken. The bottom line is that the Township, so long as it complies with the 

Eminent Domain Code (26 Pa.C.S. §101-§1106), may take private land for a public use or purpose related to 

recreation.  However, our solicitor would caution that the Township’s exercise of its eminent domain powers 

could potentially subject the Township to liability, given the likely proximity of some portion of footpaths to the 

golf course.  For example, an individual utilizing the footpath for legitimate recreational purposes could be 

struck by a golf ball, sustain significant injury and sue the Township for negligence by placing the footpath in a 

dangerous area.    

 

12) Can the township take additional ROW from Bucknell so that a path can be put on that property? (It was noted 

that the ROW on this stretch of Stein Lane is only 33 feet).   

A:  Per our solicitor, a lot of the same analysis as question 11 would apply to land that would be taken for 

additional ROW on Stein Lane.  Additional ROW to provide more room to accommodate pedestrian traffic, 

bicycle traffic, etc. would require a taking and the provision of just compensation to the landowner.  Depending 

on the size of the land to be taken, the just compensation could be enormous.  Given the hilly nature of certain 

portions of Stein Lane, if the land taken for the additional ROW would require, for example, removal of a hill, the 

expense to the Township for the costs related to the construction to expand the ROW, install 

sidewalks/footpaths, etc. could be quite high as well.  In addition, the same potential liability issues would be 

also still be present. 

 

13) Who is using the road? 

A: Of course, we all see cars, bikers, pedestrians, track teams.  We don’t have information as to how many and 

when. If we choose to proceed with a study, some of this information will be provided.  

 

14) Will a traffic study include a study on how much traffic is diverted to Smoketown Rd east and west?  

A:  A traffic study will simulate this, but won’t be an empirical study, unless the road is closed at the time of the 

study.  

 

15) How does this impact the school bus routes? 

A:  In speaking with John Fairchild from the LASD, there is only one route that is impacted.  This is a route that 

travels on Curtain Ave.   

 

16) Can we get more detail on crashes?  How many involved only cars?  Cars and pedestrians?  Bikes?  How many 

were in the section of Stein Lane being discussed for the one-way road?   

A:  Yes, we will request additional data that was originally provided to us.   

 

17) Why do track teams run on Stein Lane?  



A:  Stein Lane is an artery road through East Buffalo, running north and south.  It is a logical route, and 

sometimes the only, route depending upon where you are.  

 

18) Will there be a survey? 

A: We will further investigate the possibility of putting a survey on the township website.  Of course, any results 

from this survey would need to ensure that it represents a large enough sample to be statistically significant.  

Questions may include address of responder and reasons for using Stein Lane. 

 

19) How many people use Stein Lane to get to the Rail Trail? 

A: At this time, we do not have that data. If we do a survey, this question could be included.   The County 

collects data on overall trail use which daily is significant, but not to this level of detail.  

 

20) Taylor Lightman quoted the statistic that 30% of people in Lewisburg bike or walk to work.  Can this be 

confirmed, as it seems high. 

       A: We received the following clarification from Taylor:  

According to the most recent Census Bureau estimates the breakdown for EBT is as follows: 
 

73.5%   travel to work by motorized vehicle (of those 69% drove alone) 
16.1%   walk 
10%      work from home 
0.4%     bike 

 

  

 

21) Was Stein Lane going north reviewed as an option?    

A:  Yes, but since the road comes off Rte 15 heading south, we felt that this was the more logical direction.   

 

22) Someone noted that this was a ‘Foot/Bike’ town. Is it really? What is the data on who is using Stein Lane? 

A:  We will ask Taylor Lightman for additional data related to foot and bike traffic.  (We have the heat study map 

from Strava, but it only represents those people who use and post to Strava.  And, it is only color-coded and not 

numeric).  

 

23) How would this impact physicians who have emergencies at the hospital? 

A: From our preliminary investigation, we believe that any alternate path would not take more than a minute 

longer.  If we do a formal traffic study, this can be studied.  

 

24) What other traffic calming ideas are being discussed?  

A: Other suggestions from the study are being reviewed.  For example, pedestrian crossing at Monroe; road 

painting to note SLOW 25 MPH; florescent Share the Road signs.  Some will be implemented.    

 

25) Will there be lights on the pedestrian/bike path? 

A:  There are several street lights already on this stretch of Stein Lane.  Others could be added if needed. 

 

26) Is there more information available on Bucknell’s plans for a path through Bucknell to Stein Lane?  

A:  As plans progress, they will be made available to the public.  

 


