
Promote Your Christian Life                                                                 Matthews 5:7  
    

 

I have the opportunity to use a Christian research website. The first question is, "Are you a 

Christian?" I clicked yes; the next question was, "Aside from weddings and funerals, how often 

do you attend religious services?" There are many clickable answers below the question, such as 

more than once a week, once a week, once or twice a month, a few times a year, or not at all. 

 

To me, it sounds like there are many types of Christians around us. The funniest kind of Christian 

I've ever heard was the CEO Christian. Someone told me that there are some CEO Christians 

around us. When I heard about that, I thought, "I need to have them as our Church members 

because they are Chief Executive Officers of the company." But he laughed and said, "CEO means 

Christians who come on Christmas and Easter Only." 

 

However, in Matthew 5, Jesus Christ did not call people to be CEO Christian on the mountain, but 

He called them to be disciples of him for the great work of God and to change the world.  

 

There were eight qualifications that Jesus Christ required of his disciples. 

Today's passage is the fifth requirement that Jesus commanded his disciples to show mercy to 

others because mercy is one of the natures of God that plays a role in bringing God's complete 

salvation to people. 

 

Attributes of God 

Mercy is one side of the coin of God's love. The other side of the coin is grace. God's grace and 

mercy bring complete salvation through Jesus Christ. However, there is a big difference in the 

meaning of grace and mercy in theological concepts. 

 

Mercy is God's redeeming act of withholding the punishment he deserved. God in mercy does not 

punish us with the punishment we deserve. When we decide to believe in Jesus Christ as our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus takes away the penalty of our sins. It functions like subtraction in math. 

 

Grace is an act of God's favor and gift that allows us to get what we don't deserve. God's grace is 

like the mathematical addition and multiplication that God gives us the riches of His love to enrich 

us in all His grace we do not deserve. 

 

Again, "Mercy is when God does not give us what we deserve. Grace is what God gives us what 

we do not deserve." 

 

Galatians 4:4-7 explains that God's salvation process is like the process of runaway slaves being 

adopted as the son or daughter of their master. God sent his Son to redeem us from the 

condemnation of the law, and in him, God adopted us to be His sons and daughters. "So we are no 

longer a slave but God's child, and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir." 
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Again, God's mercy forgives all our sins and iniquities that we do against God's will, and in God's 

grace, God changes our status from forgiven slave to beloved child of God. In God's grace, we are 

adopted as God's sons and daughters.    

 

That is the process of salvation that saves us through God's redemptive mercy and His saving grace 

through Jesus Christ. 

 

The Great commitment 

In Matthews 28:18-20, When the time came that Jesus Christ needed to finish his earthly ministry 

and should go up to heaven, he called his disciples on the mountain again and gave them all 

authority to teach people and baptize them. The great commitment that Jesus Christ asked us to do 

is our responsibility to show God’s mercy to people. It is God’s unchanging mission for all 

Christian in the Church. 

 

Titus 3:5 said, “he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. 

He saved us through the Washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,” Washing of rebirth 

means a water baptism that the Church does for people to wash their sins as a sign of repentance. 

The renewing of the Holy Spirit means that God gives the assurance or guarantee of salvation by 

sealing by the Holy Spirit. It is what God does for people to save us.  

 

It is the reason why Jesus Christ tells Christians to be merciful because God continues to do His 

saving grace through our merciful works in the Church. 

 

Parable of Mina 

Luke 19:12-26 talks about various functions of mercy. The first function is "Mercy is not 

compassion, but it is a merciful action for God". 

 

Being merciful is not only to keep compassion in our hearts, but we express it through our actions. 

In the story, a man who was appointed as the king called ten of his servants and gave each of them 

a mina and told them to do business with it until he returned. Two of them took action with the 

mina, but one servant did not take any action with it, and the Master called him a "wicked servant." 

In this parable, mina (in Matthew, it was called a talent) is not money but it is an act of Christian 

mercy. It has been entrusted to us by God to let others have a chance to taste God's saving grace. 
 

Good Samaritan is another example 

A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho when he fell into the hands of robbers. They 

left him half dead. Three people were passing the man. They all had pity on him, but only the 

good Samaritan had mercy on him. To be merciful is not only a compassionate heart, but it is the 

fruit of a merciful act. Jesus Christ asked the people, "who was the good neighbor of the man 



Promote Your Christian Life                                                                 Matthews 5:7  
    

 

who was robbed?" They said, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told them, "Go and do 

likewise." 

 

The parable says that being merciful is to take action in faith for God's kingdom's sake. These 

stories strongly suggest that we should take our faith into action before God. 

 

Merciful act is beneficial for Christian.  

Mercy is like the pension you receive when you retire. If you take a lot of merciful works for 

people for the sake of Jesus Christ, you will receive the mercy when you need it. in Luke 19:26, 

Jesus said "I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has 

nothing, even what they have will be taken away."  

 

If you believe that you never ever sin against God, you don't have to be merciful. But you feel 

that you need God's mercy, you should be merciful.  

 

Conclusion 

The meaning of mercy can be a Christian act of feeding hunger, caring for the sick, and fighting 

for human rights and justice. If they do, they will not lose their reward in heaven. However, the 

spiritual meaning of mercy in Matthew 5:7 is one of God's attributes and is the most important 

Christian virtue that Christians can imitate God in order to bring God's full salvation to people. 

Mercy is the highest value that we can practice to imitate Jesus. Again, Jesus Christ tells us to be 

merciful because He wants us to save people by our acts of mercy. 

 

Daniel 12:3 "Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who 

lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever." Matthew 5:7 is Jesus' invitation to 

participate ongoing ministry of Jesus to save people. 

 

 

 


