
Finding Joy          Matthew 13:44-46 

 

Parables are the stories in which Jesus tries to explain the mystery and secrets of the kingdom of 

God. God has hidden many secrets of his kingdom, but Jesus Christ has revealed where God 

has hidden it, how can we find it, and how can we enjoy it because he has the key that opens the 

kingdom of God. 

 

However, parables have two functions. The first is to reveal spiritual truths to those who are 

seeking and willing to listen to God’s words. The other function is to keep spiritual truths from the 

people whose hearts are hardened against God. In Luke 8:9, the disciples asked Jesus the 

meaning of a parable. Jesus replied, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has 

been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that they may not understand." 

 

Jesus has been looking for Christians in church to whom he can give the key of knowledge that 

opens God’s hidden secrets even now.  

 

Let’s go find God’s secrets in the parables. The first one is about the hidden treasure. In Matthew 

14:44, it says, "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he 

hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.” This passage tells 

us that the man discovered treasure, realized its value, and possessed it. 

 

Behind the Story 

The story of finding treasure in a field made sense in that time in Palestine because there were 

many wars. If the people who lived in that area wanted to keep their treasure, they had to carry it 

with them or hide it when they evacuated. 

 

So, when they tried to flee from the war, most people buried their treasure in places like under 

rocks and in pits dug in the ground. Therefore, it is realistic that a man who hid his treasure may 

have died before returning to find it. The treasure would remain buried without an owner for a long 

time. 

 

Accidental vs. Intentional 

A man who walked through a field found treasure by chance and hid it. And in his joy, he went, 

sold all he had, and made a cash deal with the owner of the field. In the end, he gained possession 

of the treasure because of his immediate reaction and aggressive attitude. 

 

After taking it for his own, his joy grew more and more because he had hundreds of millions worth 

of treasure in his fields. He could get it by digging anytime!  

 

Imagine if he bought a field, plowed it, and sowed soybean. He would work all day with joy 

because he has hundreds of millions worth of treasure in his field! He would remove weeds all 

day long with joy because he had treasure in his field. Even if a hurricane hit the field and ruined 

his soybean field, he would not be frustrated because (you know why) he has millions worth of 



treasure in his field that even a hurricane could not touch. Possessing the treasure brought him 

joy. 

 

The Parable of the Pearl 

The second parable has a different storyline in verses 45-46. In the first parable, I can see a man 

who accidentally discovered treasure and enjoyed it. However, in the second parable, I can see 

the intention of the merchant deliberately looking for pearls. “When he found one of great value, 

he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.”  

 

The only difference in these parables is that the first was discovered by chance, while the other 

was discovered intentionally. The hidden treasure was found accidentally, but the pearl was found 

by intentional searching. 

 

Parable of Finding Treasure 

When Jesus spoke these parables to the people, there were many people listening to the story. 

Some people were believers of Jesus, and some were bystanders or non-believers.  

 

It was during those circumstances that Jesus told the parable of the hidden treasure to unbelievers 

who did not know how to possess it. Jesus tried to say to them that when they found the Kingdom 

of God in his preaching, they should get it immediately because the Kingdom of God was 

presented to the people suddenly and unexpectedly like the man who found a treasure in the field.    

 

The Samaritan woman is a good biblical example. She just came to get water from the well, but 

unexpectedly, she heard about the kingdom of heaven. In her joy, she just left her water jar and 

rushed back to the town to say, “I met the Christ.” 

 

Parable of the Pearl 

Jesus told the parable of the pearl to his disciples who already decided to follow him. The reason 

Jesus told his disciples the parable of the pearl was because he encouraged them to pursue a 

high quality of spiritual life as their callings.  

 

John Wesley used the metaphor of the house to explain a concept of holiness. He emphasized, 

“Repentance is the porch of the house, as an entryway. Faith is the door into the house. Holiness, 

which means Christian perfect love is the house itself.” He said that Christians must open the 

door and come inside of the house if we want to experience the whole house. A life of holiness 

means searching for a better quality of spiritual life.     

 

Christ died on the cross not only to make us born again Christians but also because he wants us 

to grow to maturity to imitate the life of Jesus Christ. 

 

In Conclusion  

Today’s passages talk about the parable of the hidden treasure and the parable of the pearl. 

These parables have two different spiritual lessons. The spiritual meaning of the hidden treasure 



is about finding the source of your eternal joy. The Lord Jesus Christ himself is the treasure of our 

eternal joy, and he is the way to open the door of the Kingdom of God. 

 

The parable of the pearl is not a story about getting into the kingdom of heaven, but it is the story 

of how Christians should live as citizens of God’s kingdom after they are saved. The merchant’s 

reaction gives us a clear example of how to constantly put all your effort and focus into finding 

better joy in your Christian life.  

 

The stories in the book of Joshua are the stories of how the Israelites drove their enemies from 

their territory after they entered the land of promise. The parable of the pearl gives us spiritual 

insight into how to continue to drive out the enemy from our hearts and to let God’s Spirit fully 

occupy our hearts.  

 

Dallas Willard once said that there are many rooms in the Christian's heart that the Holy Spirit 

does not occupy because we have not yielded them yet. Being a mature Christian means giving 

the key to our heart to God to open and to fully occupy. It is a Christian’s higher calling that you 

and I need to refocus our life goals to pursue a higher calling. 

 

Heavenly joy in Jesus Christ is the best thing to invest our lives in, and it is the place where we 

focus our desire and longing, the place of our will and focus. 

 

Today’s Lessons 

We will sing “It is Well with My Soul” as a closing song. The author of this song is Horatio G 

Spafford (1828-1888). He was a devout Christian and a young businessman from Chicago. He 

had many evangelist friends. D.L. Moody was one of them. His fortune evaporated in a fire in 

1871. He lost everything overnight, and his son died. After that, his wife and four daughters 

wanted to join to assist D.L. Moody in one of his campaigns in England. The ship sank, and only 

his wife survived. He went to visit his wife, and he wrote hymns while his ship approached the 

area of the sea where his daughters had sunk. He never gave up seeking the joy and peace that 

Jesus Christ provided for him. 

 

Never give up on coming to the place of worship or listening to the message of God, pray to God, 

and have hope in finding new joy and peace in Jesus Christ. “Do not be anxious about anything 

but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And 

the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7). 

 


