
Prayer is the Key to Opening the Heavenly Gates                                    Matthew 6: 5-15   

 

I want to share with you commonly known kinds of prayer. I will also share one special kind of 

prayer that contemporary Christians have often ignored.  

 

In James 5:13-18, James talked about three functions of Christian prayers. “Is anyone among 

you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing praise. Is anyone among you sick? 

Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him.” These three common 

prayers include a prayer of petition, a prayer of thanksgiving, and a prayer of intercession. If you 

have physical, emotional, or spiritual suffering or pain, you should pray to overcome these. 

These are commonly known kinds of prayer. 

 

However, James introduces us to another powerful and effective kind of prayer. It involves 

praying for things beyond human capacity, which means to pray for a miracle. James said Elijah 

was one who prayed this powerful and effective kind of prayer. When there was no rain for three 

and a half years, he prayed for rain. When he prayed, rain fell from heaven. According to the 

passage, this powerful and effective kind of prayer opens the door of heaven. 

 

David Cho, a South Korean pastor who founded Yoido Full Gospel Church, died on Sep 14, 

2021. Yoido Full Gospel Church is known as the largest Church in the world with more than 

480,000 attendees per week and more than 750,000 members. When I heard the news about 

his passing, I wanted to listen to his preaching about effective and powerful Christian prayer 

because I knew he was a man of prayer. 

 

In his preaching, Dr. Cho gave his congregation an example of the power of prayer. One day, 

one of his sons swallowed deadly poison, so he called a doctor, but the doctor said it was too 

late to cure him. When Dr. Cho heard the medical opinion from the doctor, he believed that only 

God could heal his son. So, he tried to pray for God to save his son, but he felt that his 

confidence was gone because the doctor said his son was almost dead. So he tried to beg God 

for faith and kept praying for three hours that he would have confidence that God would heal his 

son. After three hours, the Spirit of God gave him faith with incredible confidence. After that, he 

told his son to stand up. His son immediately got up, vomited black blood, and survived. He said, 

“Prayer offered in faith makes a miracle.” 

 

In today’s passage, Jesus tells us two examples of how to do powerful and effective prayer. 

  

Pray in a Private Room 

In verse 6, it says, “But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 

Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” 

Jesus said, “Go into your room and close the door.” When you pray to God, you should close 

the door that is opened to the world. Closing the door means if we decide to pray to God, we 

should fully focus on him. If we focus our attention on God in our prayer, God will open the 



doors of heaven in the name of Jesus. When we pray to God, we look for Jesus and his 

promises. 

 

John 16:24 says, “Until now, you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask, and you will 

receive, and your joy will be complete.” According to biblical accounts, Jesus is the way and the 

door that leads us into the Kingdom of Heaven. If you call on the name of Jesus in your prayer, 

your prayer is delivered into the holy temple of God. When you cry out from the bottom of your 

heart in the name of Jesus, that is the moment the gates of heaven open. After that, your prayer 

directly goes into God’s holy court.  

 

Pray for the Holy Spirit 

In verse 10, it says, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” The 

meaning of this passage is this: for Christians, earthly life is fully connected to heavenly reality 

through the door. Another similar passage is John 10:9 where it says, “I am the gate; whoever 

enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out and find pasture.” Remember 

that God created the only proper and legitimate way. Through this way, prayer comes before the 

throne of God. Also heavenly power comes out from God to us. Christians are not separate 

entities from life in heaven even though we live on earth because Christians live the life of the 

Kingdom and the life of the earth at the same time.  

 

Living Life on The Border Line 

Every country has a border, and in the US, it is controlled by the Department of Homeland 

Security. In 2007, I experienced being taken into custody by US border control when I tried to 

come back to the States from my trip to the Yucatan in Mexico. It wasn't a good time for me 

when I stayed in a room and was interrogated by the agents. Lisa had a similar story in 2018 

when she tried to come to the States to marry me. She was taken into custody, escorted into a 

room, and asked many silly questions. Both of us had an unpleasant experience when we tried 

to cross the border. 

  

Spiritual Reality When You Pray 

What about a spiritual border? This suggests two questions. Does a border exist between the 

earthly kingdom and the heavenly Kingdom? If it does, how does it apply to a Christian’s daily 

life?  

 

Yes! There is a border between heaven and earth. In Genesis 28:10-19, when Jacob tried to 

flee from his brother Esau, he was overwhelmed with fear and deep anxiety over all kinds of 

uncertainties. When he reached a certain place, he laid down to sleep. There, he had a dream. 

In his dream, he saw a stairway, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 

He said, “This is the gate of heaven.” In this story, Jacob saw the gate of heaven with many 

heavenly border patrol agents (angels). It seemed like God tried to communicate with Jacob 

through this gate. These images give us an idea that the gate is a place to communicate with 

people. 

  



However, we understand there is the gate of heaven, but the question is about how we open the 

door. Faith and confidence are key to opening the gate when we pray. 

 

In Matthew 16:19, “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on 

earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” What 

is the key to opening the heavenly gate? Faith and confidence are the most crucial keys when 

we pray. Prayer is not done through many words, but it is done through faith and confidence. 

  

David Cho said the way to build up our faith so that it can be a key that opens the door is to 

change our prayer language from future tense to past tense. Isaiah 53:5 says, “He himself bore 

our sins in his body on the cross so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness: by his 

wounds you have been healed.” He was explaining God’s promise as if it had already happened. 

Faith is to know it in the present. This is the way we have prayers of faith. 

 

If you have trials and temptations, you should pray to God. If your children have physical, 

emotional, spiritual suffering or pain, you should pray to overcome those things. Jesus said, 

pray in my name; I will answer you. It is his promise. We will also pray for you.  


