
 

  

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 

455 Hunter Avenue, West Islip, NY  11795 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent •  December 21, 2014 

Parish Office 
Phone: 661.3224, press 1 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00am-7:30pm 

Friday: 9:00am-5:00pm  

Saturday: 9:00am-3:00pm  

Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm 

E-mail: ParishOffice@ollchurch.org 

Fax: 661.7143 

Website: www.ollchurch.org 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes School  
Phone: 587.7200, press 2 

Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm 

E-mail: lkrol@ollschool.org 
 

Religious Education Office  
Phone: 661.5440, press 3 

Monday-Friday: 9:00am-Noon,  

1:00pm-5:00pm, 7:00pm-9:00pm 

E-mail: ReligiousEd@ollchurch.org 
 

Parish Outreach Office 
Phone: 661.9262, press 4 

Monday-Friday: 9:30am-3:30pm 
 

SAGE (Senior Advocates for Growth and Enrichment) 

Phone: 661.3224, Ext. 122 

E-mail: Sage@ollchurch.org 

 

Liturgical Schedule 
 

Daily Mass 

8:30am  

Weekend Masses 

Saturday: 5:00pm  

Sunday:   8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm 

and 6:00pm 
 

Reconciliation/Confession 

Saturday: 4:00pm-4:45pm or by appointment 

Rosary 

Daily at 8:00am 

Miraculous Medal Novena 

Monday at 8:00am 

Sacraments 
Anointing of the Sick 

Throughout the liturgical year. If needed sooner, please call 

the Parish Office. 

Baptism 

Please contact the Parish Office to schedule an appointment. 

Marriage 

Arranged at least six months in advance, please call the Parish 

Office. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)  

A process to be embraced by the Catholic Church.  For  non-

Catholics and for Catholics who have never received formal 

religious education. If interested, please call the Parish Office. 

Msgr. Brian McNamara, Pastor  

Rev. Robert Scheckenback, Associate Pastor  

 

Deacon John De Guardi, Deacon Tom Lucie, 

Deacon Jack Meehan, Deacon John Teufel 
 

Sr. Nancy Campkin CSJ, Director of Religious Ed 

Trish Frodell, Director of Parish Social Ministry 

Louise Jane Krol, School Principal 

Sr. Diane Liona CSJ, Director of Religious Ed 

Debbie Meyer, Business Manager 

Robin Reynolds Brennan, Coordinator of  

     Worship and Choir Director 

Vita Scorcia, Ministry Spiritual Director 
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Welcome to our Parish Family 
New Parishioners are cordially invited to register as  members of 

our Parish Family.  Please call or visit our Parish Office.  

Pastoral Council 
Msgr. Brian McNamara 

Eileen Rega 

Mary Borgs 

Lisa Cantalino 

Sonia DaSilva 

Nilo DeLeon 

Jerry Esposito 

Trish Frodell 

Pam Gagliano 

Deborah Lamb 

Rosalie Mangels 

Deacon Jack Meehan 

John Muldoon 

Dottie Perdue 

Vita Scorcia 

Parish Staff 
Patti Anderson 

Parish Office 

AnnMarie Buonaspina 

Director of Youth Choirs 

Michael Buonaspina 

Parish Organist 

Anne Gregg 

School Office 

Mary Anne Lettieri 

Parish Office 

Rita Spera 

Religious Education Office 

Lori Walsh 

Bulletin Editor/Website 

Pat Young 

Parish Office 

 

Remember:  Together, we can do something beautiful for God! 
                           - Mother Theresa 

Mission Statement  
As stewards of all that God has given us, the Parish Family of 

Our Lady of Lourdes serves and ministers to all who come to 

this place.   
 

Regardless of a person’s history, ethnicity, gender, orientation, 

age or race, we commit ourselves to open wide the doors of our 

Parish to provide a place of welcome and hospitality. 

Readings for the Week of December 21 
 

Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/ Rom 16:25-27/ Lk 1:26-38 

Monday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/ Lk 1:46-56 

Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/ Lk 1:57-66 

Wednesday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/ Lk 1:67-79 (morning) 

Thursday Is 62:1-5/ Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/ Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 (vigil) 

  Is 9:1-6/ Ti 2:11-14/ Lk 2:1-14 (night) 

  Is 62:11-12/ Ti 3:4-7/ Lk 2:15-20 (dawn) 

  Is 52:7-10/ Heb 1:1-6/ Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 (day) 

Friday:  Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59/ Mt 10:17-22 

Saturday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/ Jn 20:1a and 2-8 

Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/ Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 

  or Hb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/ Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 

 Financial  Summary 

December 14, 2014 
Weekly Collection    $   19,472.00 

Weekly Budget          -   $   17,800.00 

+/- for the week         $     1,672.00 

The estimated weekly collection needed to maintain and operate 

our parish buildings, ministries, programs and salaries is $18,200. 
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Dear Parishioners:  
 

This weekend we are publishing the annual Financial Report of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish.  In ad-

dition, there is a Statement of our Parish Ministries which reflects our sacramental and ministerial 

activity over the past year.  Our Parish Fiscal year goes from September 1, 2013 – August 31, 2014. 
 

I recently met with the Parish Finance Council to go over and discuss these figures.  The Financial 

Statement reflects broad categories.  If you have more specific questions, please feel free to contact 

me and we can sit down and I will answer any more specific questions you might have. 
 

I wish I could simply talk about all the wonderful spiritual and ministerial programs of our parish 

and all the great things that have happened in the parish over the past year.  However, we are able to 

accomplish these things precisely because of the financial component.  I am very aware of the com-

mon complaint that “the Church is always talking about money.”  But we always need to talk about 

money in terms of mission.  The only reason for fund-raising, etc. is to further the mission of our 

parish.  Unfortunately, we can’t be a community of welcome unless we have the finances to do so.  

Money pays the utilities, the salaries and benefits of our employees, the maintenance of our parish 

buildings, etc. 
 

On the “expense side” of the ledger, we have made significant strides.  Over the past two years, we 

have reduced our annual operating expenses by over $100,000.  That is very significant.  Because of 

this, we can lower our weekly budget from $18,200 to $17,800.  However, as you know in your own 

families, there are only so many expenses you can cut or reduce.  We also have to look at the 

“income” side of the ledger as well. 
 

As you can tell by looking at the weekly bulletin over the past year, the collection has been one or 

two thousand dollars below our budgeted target.  This should be a concern for all of us.  We cannot 

continue this downward trend.  Thus, we need to ask ourselves some difficult questions. 
 

Perhaps our families are more financially stressed and have cut back on their donations to the parish.  

Perhaps fewer people are attending Mass.  If so, why is that?  How can we encourage them to return 

to Mass and to our parish?  Our parish is well-known for being very welcoming.  Whenever friends 

of mine from outside the parish come to Mass here, they always comment on how welcoming Our 

Lady of Lourdes parish is. Having said that, is there anything else we can do to make people feel 

more valued, more welcomed or more loved?  
 

Please take home a copy of the Financial and Spiritual Report.  Please discuss it as a family.  We 

need to educate our children about these matters as well.  If you have any ideas or suggestions, feel 

free to call, write or email me to let me know how we can work together to resolve this challenge.  

Our Lady of Lourdes parish is our parish and together we need to take responsibility for the parish’s 

financial health. 
 

As you may recall, the final payments for the Capital Campaign ended in June.  Approximately 90% 

of our pledges were paid off.  This was a remarkable accomplishment, especially in light of the eco-

nomic climate over the past three years.  Last year I asked every family to contribute $1 more in the 

weekly collection.  Some of our families generously did so but I need to challenge all of our families 

to make that commitment.  Please make the sacrifice of an additional $1 per week – the price of a 

cup of coffee! 
 

Thank you for your generosity to the parish over the years; for some of you that has been from the 

start (back in 1956)! I am confident you will continue to respond to the needs of Our Lady of 

Lourdes Parish. 
 

Fr. Brian 
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Glossary of Terms 

 
 

Income 
 

Collection Revenue:  Includes Sundays, Hoy Days, Christmas, Easter, Christmas Flowers, Easter Flowers 
 
Fundraising (net):  Includes Italian Family Feast, Murder Mystery Theatre, Coffee House 
 
Parish Programs:  Religious Education fees, Parish Social Ministry donations, Vacation Bible Camp,  
   CYO, El Salvador Mission Trip (this line is higher than usual because all money for 
   the El Salvador Mission Trip-plane tickets, etc., are included) 
 
Auxiliary Revenue:  Perquisites, candles, poor box, CD rack, convent rent, bulletin commission,  
    donations (perquisites are the monies collected for weddings, funerals, baptisms, 
    multiple Mass intentions) 
 
Diocesan Collections:  The “second collections” that are taken up for various needs in the country or the 
    diocese.  (The parish does not keep these monies.) 
 
 

Expenses 
 
Salaries:   Includes salaries and religious stipends of all employees-full time and part time. 
    (teachers’ salaries are not included in this line) 
 
Fringe Benefits:  Medical insurance, dental insurance, FICA taxes, worker’s compensation, pension, etc. 
 
Parish Programs:  Includes Religious Education, Parish Social Ministry expenses, CYO expenses, Vacation 
    Bible Camp, Ministry of Consolation, El Salvador Mission Trip (this line is higher than 
    usual because all money for the El Salvador Mission Trip - plane tickets, etc. are     
    included) 
 
School Subsidy:  Parishes are mandated to give a percentage of their collection income to help support 
    Catholic Education. 
 
Printing/Office Supplies: Includes postage, printing, computer fees and support, bank fees, telephone, internet,  
    contracted services, professional fees, equipment 
 
Auxiliary:   Candles, liturgical expenses, CD Rack, missalettes, Diocesan Assessment 
 
Rectory Household:  Food, laundry, supplies 
 
Diocesan Collections:  This is money received from the “Second Collections” that are taken up for various 
    needs in the country or diocese.  (it is equal to the money in Income: Second  
    Collections) 
 
Bldgs./Util/Maint:  Gas, water, electric, contracted maintenance services, ordinary maintenance supplies, 
    building insurance, landscaping 
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 Year End Report: 2014     

      

      

 9/2013-8/2014   9/2013-8/2014  

 actual   budget  

Income:      

Collection Revenue  $      1,068,195     $      1,123,000   

Fundraising: Net  $            43,917     $            24,500   

Parish Programs  $         360,450     $         365,000   

Auxiliary Revenue  $         149,638     $         108,000   

Diocesan collections  $            54,061     $            54,000   

TOTAL OPERATING REVENUE  $      1,676,261     $      1,674,500   

      

      

Expenses:      

Salaries  $         512,060     $         510,206   

Fringe Benefits  $         190,373     $         233,112   

Parish Programs  $         194,638     $         194,000   

School Subsidy  $            62,834     $            85,000   

Printing/office  $            74,541     $            66,100   

Auxiliary  $         167,592     $         174,200   

Rectory Household  $              7,438     $            15,000   

Diocesan Collections  $            54,061     $            54,000   

Buildings/Utilities/Maintenance  $         158,445     $         146,000   

NET OPERATING EXPENSES  $      1,421,982     $      1,477,618   

      

      

NET OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)  $         254,279     $         196,882   
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Current Parish Support 

 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes is home parish to approximately 6,000 families.  Parish envelopes are sent 
to 1,842 families each month.  There are approximately 650 who use our parish envelopes 
throughout the year. 
 
This chart shows the giving pattern of those using the envelopes for our parish, from an average 
weekend this year: 
 

Giving by Number of Families 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statement of Parish Ministry 
September 2013—August 2014 

 

During the year, in our parish, we celebrated: 
 
Infant Baptisms:    151 
 
First Communions:   203 
 
Confirmations:    252 
 
Marriages:      11 
 
Average Mass Attendance:                   1,850 
 
Parish Outreach helped approximately 1,300 families in need. 
   
We educated 350 children through our Parish School and 1,900 of our 
children through our Religious Education Program. 

 
 

  
 

Up to $5 $6—10 $11—20 $21—30 $31—40 $41—60 Over $60 

106 133 153 119 51 28 27 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION/PENANCE) 

 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 22:  3:00pm – 9:00pm 
 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
 

December 24: Christmas Eve: 
 
  4:00pm    Church   Msgr. Brian 
  4:00pm    School Cafeteria  Fr. Bob 
  6:00pm     Church   Msgr. Brian 
  8:00pm    Church   Msgr. Brian 
11:00pm (Midnight Mass) Church   Fr. Bob 
 
December 25: Christmas Day: 
 
  8:00am    Church   Msgr. Brian 
  9:30am    Church   Fr. Bob 
11:00am    Church   Fr. Bob 
12:30pm    Church   Msgr. Brian  
 
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE/DAY:  FEAST OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD: 
 
December 31:  New Year’s Eve:   January 1:  New Year’s Day: 
5:00pm   Church     8:30am      Church 

           12:10pm      Church 
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Pray for Our Sick 
Please remember to keep in your thoughts and prayers … 
Salvatore Albanese, Anthony Anitra, Patricia Beni, Frank Biondo, Dorothy Blandino,  

Matilda Bontempo, Mary Breest, Robert Burnett, Thomas J. Calogero III, Patricia Carlson,  

Grace Ciccarello, Dolores DellaVecchia, Karen DellaVecchia, Andrew DiBlasi, Amanda DiTingo, 

Mark Dixon, Frank Edwards, Paula Edwards, Jake Feldman, Billy Fuchs, Kenneth Garretson,  

Robert Garretson, Donna Gerek, Tommy Haughney, Josephine Heffron, Patrick Anthony Heffron, 

Alexander Howe, Betty Infurno, Shena Kahn, Millie Kelly, Anne Kerrigan, Michael Kirshbaum, 

George Koehler, Kevin Kuchler, Frank Licciardi, Sean Lillis, Paul Martucci, Trisha Masiar,  

Vinny Meade, Richard Meyer, Ruth Murray, Alfred Musella, Evelyn Nonnon, Michele Nonnon List,  

Baby Joseph Onofrietti, Dorothy Proctor, Artie Petrino, Jimmy Reilly, Linda Anne Savino,  

Roseann Savino, Joseph J. Schiavoni, Ann Marie Schiraldi, Joseph Sepe, Roy Sorrese,  

Patricia Troiano, Joseph Visconti, Camille Watts 

Pastoral Care of Our Sick 
Please call the Parish Office at 661.3224 to leave the names  of 

parishioners who: 

 Are homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist. 

 Are in Good Samaritan Hospital and would like to be visited 

by a member of our  Pastoral Care Ministry. 

 Would like to receive the Sacrament of the Sick. 

Parish Spiritual Care Companions 
Do you know a parishioner who is homebound and would welcome a visit from one of 

our trained Parish Spiritual Care Companions?  Please call Rick Danowski at 586.2192, 

Vita Scorcia at 669.4717 or Charlie Zeiss at 669.7189. 

Michael Fantauzzi-US Air Force 

Christopher Florca-US Marines 

Kyle Fouhy-US Marines 

Christopher Jensen-US Air Force 

Anthony Mannino-US Marines 

James Rooney III-US Marines 

Members in the Military 
We ask that you pray especially for those in our parish that are on active duty in the Middle 

East conflict.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

… and remember those of our parish family that are in the armed services, listed in our Parish 

Book of Intentions. 

Altar Society 

Altar linens this week will be cared for by Joyce Petersen. If you would like to help care for 

our altar needs, please call the Parish Office at 661.3224. 
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Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, December 22 

  8:30am Christopher J. Maher 
 

Tuesday, December 23 
St. John of Kanty 

  8:30am Laura Abela 
 

Wednesday, December 24 

  8:30am People of the Parish 

Vigil of Christmas 

  4:00pm Christmas Novena 

  6:00pm Christmas Novena 

  8:00pm Christmas Novena 

11:00pm Christmas Novena 
 

Thursday, December 25 

Nativity of the Lord-Christmas Day 

  8:00am Christmas Novena 

  9:30am Christmas Novena 

11:00am Christmas Novena 

12:30pm Christmas Novena 
   

Friday, December 26 
St. Stephen 

  8:30am Lillian LaRocca 
 

Saturday, December 27 
St. John 

  8:30am Gene Langan, Harry Mignone, 

  Richard Gladkowski, Margaret Hanrahan, 

  Patricia Collins-Wollf, Charles Argento (living), 

  John Joseph Pavin (living) 
 

  5:00pm Joseph Messina 

   Fr. Bob Scheckenback  
 

Sunday, December 28 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

  8:00am Dianne Martinez 

   Fr. Bob Scheckenback  
 

  9:30am Clare Donohue 

   Fr. Bob Scheckenback  
 

11:00am Mary Brotta 

   Msgr. Brian McNamara  
 

12:30pm Charles Homann  

    Msgr. Brian McNamara  
 

  6:00pm People of the Parish, Brian E. Fitzpatrick, 

  Intentions of Clifford Proctor, Donald Bohlert, 

  Carol & Naomi Halonka, Denise Frame, 

  Steven Howard Reuter, Lillian McGinley, 

  Imogene Winter (living) 

   Fr. Bob Scheckenback  

C
eleb

ratin
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Ethan Richard Re 

John Riley 

We extend our prayerful 

sympathy to the families 

and loved ones of those 

recently deceased. 

Rest In Peace 

Baptism 

Anthony James Falsitta 

Anthony & Lauryn 

Anthony Pavone III 

Anthony & Lisa 
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Respect Life Ministry — Gabriel’s Courage 
What is Gabriel’s Courage? 
Gabriel’s Courage is a family-centered prenatal program for families 

who receive a life-limiting prenatal diagnosis during their pregnancy.  

The program offers a multidisciplinary team approach to care and sup-

port throughout pregnancy, birth and post-birth.  A program of Catholic 

Health Services (CHS) and Good Shepherd Hospice, Gabriel’s Cour-

age works in collaboration with the Diocese of Rockville Centre’s peer 

ministry initiative to provide care to families. 

What Services are Offered? 
Gabriel’s Courage works with your obstetrician and neonatal teams to 

provide you with compassionate support, education and birth planning services.  The program assists 

families throughout the journey of pregnancy, labor, birth, life and remembrances.  Professionals in-

volved with the coordination of care can include registered nurses, social workers, chaplains, child 

life specialists and bereavement specialists. 

Services can include: 

 An initial evaluation in the hospital, doctor’s office or at home 

 Coordination of care among multiple medical providers 

 The development of an individualized Birth Plan that honors parents’ desires and needs 

 Welcoming and honoring your baby 

 Assistance with spiritual and cultural rituals 

 Memory making and creating cherished keepsakes 

 Individual and family counseling 

 Sibling support through visits with a certified child life specialist 

 Home Health Care or Hospice referral, if appropriate 

 Assistance with funeral and/or memorial planning 

 Bereavement support 

 Access to community resources 

 Peer Ministry Volunteers 

What is the Perinatal Comfort Birth Plan? 
The Perinatal Comfort Birth Plan is a thoughtful, compassionate approach that allows parents to 

make important decisions about the labor, delivery and post-partum care for mother and child.  This 

document affirms your role as parents, allowing hopes, goals and values to be expressed in a way 

that is most meaningful to you and your family.  It is a living document that serves as a guide for care 

and allows for ongoing changes as circumstances evolve.  To ensure the parents’ wishes are known, 

the Birth Plan is reviewed with the Labor and Delivery team prior to delivery.  We are happy to pro-

vide you with a sample Perinatal Comfort Birth Plan. 

Who is Eligible for These Services? 
Any woman living in Nassau or Suffolk who has received a life-limiting prenatal diagnosis is eligible 

for Gabriel’s Courage services. 

What is the Cost? 
Generally, there are no costs to families for Gabriel’s Courage services.  Insurance benefits for ser-

vices will be used when appropriate. 

How Can I Access the Program? 
A primary physician, obstetrician, maternal-fetal medicine consultant or neonatologist can arrange a 

referral.  Or, you can self refer or be referred by your community clergy.  Please call 631.465.6363 to 

learn more about the program. 

Do I Have to be a CHS Patient? 
No. The Gabriel’s Courage team works with all Nassau and Suffolk hospitals.  Please contact us via 

the referral number. 
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      Christmas 2014 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

 

This past year I found myself twice in the Holy Land, first in my role as a member of the Board of 

Catholic Near East Welfare and second as part of a Pilgrimage of Prayer for Peace by eighteen Unit-

ed States bishops.  Both visits brought home to me in a vivid way what all of us see and hear in the 

media: the land made holy by the birth, life, death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior is any-

thing but a land of peace, joy and fraternal love.  If we were to stop there it would be very difficult to 

be hopeful. 

 

Yet we know that the Feast we celebrate on December 25th is the very reason why the worrisome 

facts of today’s world are not the end of the story.  They are the context into which the Lord enters 

in order to reverse the spiral of violence and death and to found a new order, “the new heaven and 

the new earth” that are the fruit of the Son of God Who came into the world to reveal God’s plan of 

salvation. 

 

He is the true history of humanity because He alone is the Word through whom the world and hu-

man life are created.  And that Word, the eternal Son of the Father, becomes flesh so that we might 

be saved from all the darknesses that lie hidden in human hearts.  He is the true light that dispels the 

darkness.  He is the one sure hope of the world.  And He comes to become part of the human condi-

tion so that He and He alone can reverse the destiny of humankind by giving us a new destiny, life in 

Him, life in the Spirit which is the gift of God’s love. 

 

This Christmas I greet you all in the light of that love that came into the world that first Christmas in 

a Bethlehem stable.  This Christmas I invite you all to join with me in a pilgrimage of the heart to 

that very place where Mary brought forth Jesus into a world that so needs the gift of divine life that 

He is and so yearns for the peace that only He can give. 

 

My prayer for each of you and all of you is that we might let Him transform any of the darknesses 

that control our lives and endow us with the newness of life that His birth has made possible.  May 

the light of His life shine on us all, without exception.  May the example of Mary and Joseph be the 

model for all our families.  And may we be found with the shepherds adoring the Prince of Peace 

while angels sing and all the world rejoice for Unto us a Son is given, unto us a child is born and He 

is Savior, Mighty God, Prince of Peace.  

 

      Faithfully yours in Christ, 

 

 

             

             

      Bishop of Rockville Centre 
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Nocturnal Adoration 
“Come to me all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

 

This is Jesus Christ’s invitation every first Saturday of the month.  The Blessed Sacrament is taken 

to the main altar after the 5:00pm Mass and will be exposed up to 9:50pm.  Everyone is invited to 

spend some time in front of the Blessed Sacrament to offer prayers, petitions and thanksgiving to 

Jesus.  Nocturnal Adoration will follow the 5:00pm Mass on Saturday, January 3, concluding with 

Benediction at 9:50pm.  Please come and pray with us.  All are invited and welcome.  Bring a 

friend! 

 

Mailing Team 
 

We would like to extend a heartfelt Thank You to the wonderful “Mailing Team” that 

answers the call to make our annual mailings happen.  They are Pat and John Amabile, 

Connie Ambrosino, Marilyn Barthel, Doris Cameron, Eleanor and Mike Carrano, Susan 

Cento, Nancy and Sal DePetro, Rosemary and Al Feliney, Harold Ferguson, Diane 

Garretson, Joanne and Ed Guiffré, Mary Hamilton, Peggy Kapalko, Debbie Lamb,  

Sheila and Steve McQuade, Rosalie and George Mangels, Joanne Marquardt, Diane 

Munch, Esther and Harold Murray, Roberta Palumbo, Gloria and Frank Parrinello,  

Al Roessler, Marion Salgado, Nancy Sisson, Corazon Smith, Gladys and Joseph 

Staniszewski, Dona Teague and Ralph Wilkinson.  Thank you, too, to those who are not 

listed, that we may have missed.  We could not get this huge project done without each 

one of you.      

-Fr. Brian and Debbie Meyer 
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Special K 
 

If you have a child in Kindergarten, please consider coming to a wonderful program!  

Designed to gently lead your child into formal religious education, this format will  

introduce your children to many Church traditions, children’s prayer experiences 

 and some practical ways in which to participate in Mass on their age level.  

We meet monthly in Church from 4:30pm to approximately 5:10pm: 
 

January 16, February 13, March 13, April 17, May 15 
 

Please register at:  sdiane@ollchurch.org.  There is no fee for this program. 

Religious Education 
ADVENT 2014 
READY THE WAY 
Come Be a Part of  “THE SIX” 

Sunday, 6:00pm Mass 
 

ALL GRADE 5/6/7/8 and their  FAMILIES in our Parish 
 

Please join “THE SIX” with your grade… 
 

 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 

December 21 -Grade 5 … Discover  the unexpected ways of God! 
 

COME AND BE A LECTOR / GREETER / USHER / Participate in the Presentation of the Gifts. 

We ask that you please bring an “un-food” item such as soap, shampoo, Kleenex, paper towels, 

etc. for our OLL Pantry. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession/Penance) 
 

Confessors will be available in the Church throughout 

this time: 

 

Monday       December 22 3:00pm to 9:00pm 

mailto:sdiane@ollchurch.org
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Reflections on the Sunday Readings 
Monday Mornings during Advent 
9:00am 

Spiritual Life Center 

 

Each Monday of Advent, at 9:00am, please join us as we gather 

in the Spiritual Life Center for coffee, rolls, and a talk, with 

some time for discussion and reflection. 

 

Monday, December 22, 9:00am  Deacon Jack Meehan will lead (Christmas readings) 

Below please find a set of 3 chances.  It is a 50-50 drawing.  Chances are $50 each or 3 chances for 

$100.  1st place winner will win 35% of the money, 2nd place will win 10% of the money and 3rd 

place will win 5% of the money.  You have to be in it to win it!  The drawing will take place on 

Sunday, January 4 after the 12:30pm Mass.  Hopefully, the Wise Men will br ing you a gift of a 

winning ticket! 

Christmas Candles 
This year, we are offering a Loving Candle which will be 

placed in the Tabernacle area and lit on Christmas Eve.  This 

symbolic light will remain in the Tabernacle area for the life 

of the candle (approximately a week). 
 

This is a beautiful way to remember our family and friends 

(both living and deceased).  The Loving Candles will be avail-

able after all the Masses this weekend and at the Parish Office 

(Rectory) during the week for a donation of $10.  If you have 

any questions, please feel free to contact us at 631-661-3224, 

ext. 121. 
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The Breakfast with Santa committee and the OLL family  

would like to extend their gratitude and thanks to the following 

businesses and families.  

 

Thank you to the following businesses for their generous  

donations: 

 

Always Bagels 

Cameo Surgery 

Broadway Dairy 

DJ Nick 

Paul’s Pizza 

Positive Promotions 

Vitagliano Orthodontics 

 

Thank you to the following families for their beautiful prize basket donations: 

 

Adamson Family 

Albarella Family 

Barone Family 

Bejar Family 

Carolan Family 

Clifford Family 

Dantini Family 

Garafolo Family 

Heller Family 

Orlando Family 

Petrone Family 

Ponte Family 

Russo Family 

Sweeney Family 

Waters Family 

 

Thank you to the following families for food donations: 

 

Barnett Family 

Flores Family 

Misty Raber 

Sessa Family 

Anna Tambasco 

 

And a very special Thank Y ou to ALL of the Elves that helped to make Breakfast With 

Santa come together! 

 

Merry Christmas…… 
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CruiseOne 
Contact: Monica Colonna 
631.539.9756 or mcolonna@cruiseone.com 

Pilgrimage  to France - August 26-September 7, 2015 
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Attention Ushers! 
 

We are in need of usher volunteers for the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses. 

There are sign-up sheets available in the sign-in room for all the scheduled Masses. 

 

Thank you for your service to our Parish Family! 

El Salvador Mission Trip Fundraiser 
Need a few last minute stocking stuffers? 

 

Hand-made table runners, jewelry, purses, jewelry boxes and more will 

be available for purchase after all Masses this weekend.  
 

Please support our El Salvador Mission by purchasing some of these 

beautiful crafts. Prices range from $5.00 - $30.00.  

Donations 
If you would like to make a donation to Parish Outreach in memory of a loved one, please call 

Trish Frodell, Director of Parish Social Ministry at 661.3224, press 4. 

Canned pasta 

Macaroni and cheese 

Pasta sauce 

Rice 

Instant potatoes 
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In addition to our parish website, please visit us on Facebook at The Parish 

Family of Our Lady of Lourdes. Click “Like” and you will receive the latest 

news on upcoming parish events and information. 

Good Samaritan Prayer Group of L.I. 
The Good Samaritan Prayer Group of Long Island holds their meet-

ings every Friday (except the first Friday of the month) at OLL 

School in Room 16 from 8:00pm until 10:00pm. All are welcome to 

experience singing, praying and fellowship . 

Support Groups (all meetings are in Lourdes Hall - lower level of Convent) 
Alcoholics Anonymous: Monday and Tuesday at 8pm and Saturday at 11am and 7pm. 

ALANON: Wednesday at 10am. Beginner’s meeting at 9:30am.  Free babysitting available. 

AA Day-by-Day/Girls Night Out: Thursday at 7:30pm. 

Prayer for Divine Mercy 
An invitation to all men and women to be part of God’s plan.  We invite you to meet in prayer for 

the world and our nation to put their trust in God.  Our hope is that the nations will have a new 

spirit of morality. Please come with your love and hope for humanity as well as your prayer re-

quests.  We gather together every Thursday at 1:30pm before the Blessed Sacrament for about 

one half hour.  For more information, call Charles Argento at 586.8528. 

Ministry of Praise 
Members pray at home for the intentions of the Church and Parish; designed for the homebound, 

senior citizens, etc.  Monthly calendar is available in the Narthex.  Prayer requests can be left in 

the Ministry of Praise box along with the name and address of any homebound person who might 

want a copy of the calendar mailed to them (please print). 

Boy Scout Troop 179 
For more than 41 years, Our Lady of Lourdes has been sponsoring Boy Scout 

Troop 179 of West Islip.  We meet every Thursday in the School Cafeteria 

from 7:30pm to 9:00pm. If you are interested in joining Boy Scouts, check 

out our website and stop by a meeting!   

Website: http://witroop179.wix.com/bsatroop179# 

Email: WIBSATroop179@outlook.com 
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New Year’s Silent Retreat 
Montfort Spiritual Center 

26 South Saxon Avenue 

Bay Shore, NY  11706 

631.666.7500 
An overnight time of silent reflection on our relationship with Jesus.  We begin with celebration 

of the Eucharist at 8:00pm on Tuesday, December 30 and will conclude on Thursday, January 1 

at 9:00am.  We will celebrate New Year’s Eve Eucharist at 11:00pm. 

Dominican Village 
A not-for-profit retirement community in Amityville, NY, pro-

vides both independent living and assisted living apartments for 

senior citizens.  Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Dominic, our 

beautiful 13 acre campus provides modern apartments, restaurant 

style dining, many services and amenities, as well as activities.  

Residents live in a supportive environment in which the sacred-

ness of life and the dignity of each person are held in the highest 

regard.  For more information and/or to arrange for a visit and 

tour, please call 631.842.6091.  Dominican Village:  “When 

you’re here, you’re home.” 
 

8th World Meeting of Families 

Will be held in Philadelphia from September 22-27, 2015 

 

The theme of this celebratory event is, Love is Our Mission: The Family Fully Alive. 

For specific information about this event please go the following website: 

www.worldmeeting2015.org 

 

Plans for the people of our diocese to attend the World Meeting of Families are being 

organized through the diocesan Office of Faith Formation and will be available shortly. 

For further information please call 516 678-5800 Ext 236 



 

20 

Religion and Rock 

Tune into “Religion and Rock” with Msgr. Jim Vlaun on Sunday from 7am to 8am 

on WBAB 102.3 FM or 95.3 on the East End of Long Island. Listen on Saturdays 

at 11pm on Sirius Radio, Channel 159, the Catholic Channel and at 11pm on XM 

Satellite, Channel 117.  Next Sunday’s theme is “Christmas Special.”  
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Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Fifth Annual Search Begins for Longest Married Couples in  

United States  
The fifth annual search for the longest married couple in the United States is under 

way as announced by Worldwide Marriage Encounter, the original faith-based marriage 

enrichment program in this country. Once again, we want to honor the longest married couple in 

the United States, as well as in each of the 50 states and territories. The national winners will be 

recognized during Valentine’s Week 2015 which coincides with World Marriage Day which is the 

second Sunday of February (2/8/15). This marks the project’s fifth consecutive year for the highly 

acclaimed activity recognizing couples for their long marriages.  There have been over 1,200 cou-

ples nominated for the honors during the last four years. Winners are selected solely from nomina-

tions submitted.  Local Long Island winner will be honored at a celebration on February 6, 2015. 
 

The contact information for sending in a nomination, which simply requires the name of the  

couple, their wedding date and where they currently reside plus a contact phone or email address of 

the individual nominating the couple, is as follows: email wwmelmc2015@gmail.com, regular 

mail Dick & Diane Baumbach 8924 Puerto Del Rio Drive Suite 402, Cape Canaveral, FL 32920, 

and special phone number 321-613-5180. Nominations must be received by January 10, 2015.  

For more information visit our web site at http://www.wwme.org. 

Babylon Chorale 
The Babylon Chorale will hold auditions for all voice 

parts on Monday, January 5 and Monday, January 12 at 

St. John the Baptist Diocesan High School, Montauk 

Highway, West Islip.  Join us for rehearsal at 7:30pm; 

auditions take place at 8:45pm. 

 

For further information, call 516.795.1022 or 

631.321.4460, visit www.babylonchorale.org or email 

babylonchorale@aol.com 

 

mailto:wwmelmc2015@gmail.com
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Sharing the Gospel 
Think of the people you trust. These 
are people you can count on, no matter 
what happens. Both Mary and Elizabeth 
were amazed to learn that they were 
pregnant. God had surprised each of 
them with a special miracle - a baby. 
God trusted them both to take care of 
their babies. Mary and Elizabeth trusted 
God to help them. You can trust God, 
too. 

Prayer 
 
 
God, help me to 
trust you like Mary 
and Elizabeth did. 

Something to 
Draw 
 
 
 
 
Draw a picture of 
three people you 
trust. 

Mission for the Week 
 

Name three reasons you can always trust God. 


