
CLIMATE STEWARDSHIP ACT  

Forest Resilience 

~ Title II Summary ~ 
 
America’s forests cover 765 million acres and help slow climate change by annually sequestering 
more than 730 MMT CO2e at current levels.1 This natural forest carbon sink offsets more than 11 
percent of U.S. greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Research has shown that we can significantly 
increase this forest climate mitigation by planting more trees to sequester carbon, with potential to 
increase annual forest carbon sequestration in the U.S. by more than 40 percent through tree 
planting alone.2 This will support hundreds of thousands of new green jobs in forestry. 
 

Title II will help capture this potential by funding tree planting across the 42 percent of American 
forestlands under federal, state, county, local, tribal, and non-profit management using ecologically 
based techniques informed by climate science.  
 

Federal Lands: Sustained resources through the federal Reforestation Trust Fund sufficient to plant 
2.5 billion trees on federal and tribal trust lands by 2030, planting 9.5 billion trees in total by 2050.  
 

Non-Federal Lands: Establishment of a new Reforest America cost-share program to help states, 
local governments, tribes, and non-profits to plant 1.6 billion trees by 2030, planting 6.6 billion 
trees in total by 2050.  
 

The total of 4.1 billion trees planted by 2030 will cumulatively capture almost 4 billion MT CO2e by 
end of century and support more than 200,000 jobs. The additional 12 billion trees planted from 
2030-2050 will help boost total mitigation to more than 13 billion MT CO2e by end of century, equal 
to more than two years of total U.S. GHG emissions at current levels. 
 

Title II includes unprecedented federal investment in urban forests, including Reforest America 
cost-share grants to help cities plant 400 million urban trees with a focus on underserved areas. 
These trees will provide additional GHG savings by avoiding use of 61.9 TWh of electricity and 41.7 
trillion BTU of gas for heating and cooling by 2050. These trees will also protect public health, with 
more than 800 lives saved and 200,000 fewer incidences of heat and respiratory illness. Total 
economic savings in energy and health care will exceed $10 billion. Title II leverages this urban 
forest investment with a new Urban Wood grant program to help cities store additional carbon and 
grow local businesses through innovative use of urban wood flows, including reclaimed wood.  

Title II will establish a new Stewardship Corps, modeled on the New Deal-era Civilian Conservation 

Corps, to help train and mobilize youth from low-income communities, indigenous communities, 
and communities of color. This program will provide worker training linked with pathways to full-
time employment in forestry, including tree planting activities under this Title.  

                                                           
1 Source: U.S. EPA,  Inventory of US Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks; 1990 – 2017 (2019) 
2 Source: Fargione et al., Natural Climate Solutions for the United States (2018) 


