
Topic: “Rapid Response to Invasive Shot-hole Borers: What to expect, and how to prepare”  
Dr. Beatriz Nobua Behrmann of UC Cooperative Extension in Orange County will share her experiences and 
the lessons learned in Southern California’s ongoing battle with Invasive Shot-hole borers (ISHBs, formerly 
known as PSHB).  The focus will be on how to prepare for the arrival of these pests, and specifically on form-
ing a rapid response team to effectively manage the infestation.  After six years of efforts in Southern Califor-
nia and new discoveries on the biology and movement of ISHBs, our colleague will share the most important 
lessons learned, including the methods and systems to prevent and contain new infestations, how to set up 
monitoring, and what elements are required for a successful rapid-response team.  
Spoiler alert: a key element of effective rapid response is the preparation and participation of _a diverse 
team_ of everyone involved in managing trees, and THAT INCLUDES YOU: municipal employees, community
-benefit organizations focused on both trees and native habitats, County services, regional parks, natural-
resource agencies (local, State, and Federal), universities, and first-responders (e.g., fire agencies); please 
attend this workshop!  
As evidenced by the immense damage to urban as well as per-urban trees in Southern California, the poten-
tial consequences of these pests arriving in our area are nearly catastrophic, but evidence has also emerged 
that planning and proactive organization can greatly reduce the damage and help us preserve our trees. 
  
Location: UC Cooperative Extension Santa Clara County, San Jose.  The Auditorium (immediately to your 
left as you enter the building) 
Parking: in front of the building; please, read the signs to avoid unhappy surprises as some spots are re-
served. 
  
 Note that we have a new webcast system (“Zoom”) – it is simple and works well, but if you are joining from a 
smartphone then you may need to download the free Zoom app (clicking on the link above from a smartphone 
will prompt you to download the app). 
If you cannot attend the webcast live, a recording will be available after the meeting (probably… technical 
gremlins are always possible) – please email me for the link after the meeting.   If you need to join by phone, 
full details are below. 
  
  
Final notes: Thank you all, and please contact me with any desires/ideas for speakers or locations. 


