
 
California Urban Forests Council – 1.18.17– Executive Director’s Report 

Federal Policy Update - CaUFC participates with the Sustainable Urban Forests Coalition on their 
advocacy efforts as much as feasible.  Below is the letter that is going to the Trump 
Administration tomorrow regarding urban and community forestry: 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Fostering Thriving Communities through Healthy Urban and Community Forests 

URBAN AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY  
SMART INVESTMENT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR  

THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 

January 2017 

It is projected that 90% of Americans will live in cities and towns by 2050. Creating and 
strengthening these communities in preparation for this national growing trend is key to our 
nation’s survival. Our country boasts 136 million acres of trees and forests in our cities and towns, 
representing important infrastructure that supports a higher quality of life for Americans—not just 
on a personal level, but also on a global economic plane. The mere existence of trees—in 
addition to being vital in the creation and maintenance of healthy humans and desirable 
communities—is responsible for enormous contributions to the economic state of our country. 
The tree-trimming industry alone generates $17 billion annually in the United States. 
  
Besides being vital to our individual existence, trees and forests provide many social, economic, 
and environmental benefits to our families, communities, and also our nation. Of course, it takes 
many years for trees to grow, so it is essential to take steps now to continue to build the urban 
forests necessary to maximize past and future investments. 
  
Urban, suburban, and rural towns and municipalities face billions of dollars in costs to remove 
dead trees attacked by pests and diseases. Local governments face the added costs of 
replenishing the dead or dying trees that shade streets, homes, and businesses; doing so benefits 
communities by reducing energy costs and consumption, cutting the high price of managing 
stormwater runoff, increasing property values, strengthening local businesses, and improving 
public health. While urban forestry certainly adds to the beautification of the landscape, it is not 
simply an environmental or aesthetic issue—its existence translates into plain dollars and 
cents: do more now, pay less later. Not investing in trees and forests—from a purely fiscal 
standpoint—amounts to disinvestment.  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Below are the recommendations from the Sustainable Urban Forests Coalition (SUFC) for 
improving our communities through the maintenance and expansion of our urban and 
community forests. SUFC consists of more than 30 groups representing the multi-billion dollar tree-
care industry, state forestry professionals, a wide variety of professional associations from city 
planners to public works professionals, along with forest, conservation, and water nonprofit 
organizations that understand the value and return on investment of planting and maintaining 
trees where people live. 
 
Increase understanding and stewardship of the benefits of, and threats to, urban and community 
forests. 
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The work to expand the awareness of urban forests—the benefits trees provide and the threats 
they face—is an emerging market. Greater investment is needed to expand and improve 
existing urban and community forests as they provide social and economic benefits to their 
communitites, including managing stormwater runoff, purifying water, reducing air pollution, 
creating both wind and sound barriers, and providing places for recreation. There is also a need 
to address growing threats to trees, such as invasive pests and diseases. The Emerald Ash Borer 
has killed over 25 million ash trees in 15 states across the midwest and northeast, and is 
continuing to spread to other states. Preventative management can save millions of trees and 
millions of dollars. The costs of removing these diseased trees is an estimated $10.7 billion. With 
greater awareness, communities would not only add to citizen knowledge, but also encourage 
increased funding through public and private sources, which further increases the return on 
investment for this natural capital resource. 
 
Create more job opportunities in urban and community forestry. 

The need for skilled labor to manage and care for trees is high. There are thousands of such job 
opportunities in communities large and small across the country for local workers, jobs that can 
not be shipped elsewhere. Investing in job training programs will help people find work and 
continue to increase the return on investment for the trees in our communities. In addition to 
skilled labor opportunities, there are numerous entry-level positions available to help bolster 
communities. As populations expand, the need for urban and community forests increases, as 
does the need for trained individuals to help develop and maintain healthy and resilient forests 
in communities of all sizes.  
 
Include natural capital in all infrastructure investments. 

Investing in America’s infrastructure is an Administration priority, as it should be. The benefits of 
natural capital resources, including urban forests and trees, will enhance communities and 
augment the value of other types of infrastructure. Trees offer flexible and cost-effective solutions 
to a wide variety of infrastructure-related issues. For example, green infrastructure investments 
can help address stormwater runoff as streets are being repaved, protect water quality while 
relieving pressure on aging wastewater utilities, and serve as soundbarriers between 
communities and highways or railroads to improve safety and quality of life. In addition, adding 
trees to the landscape of new and upgraded housing increases property values. Integrating 
urban and community forests into infrastructure projects will help reduce costs, increase 
revenue, and strengthen our communities.  
 
Increase support for urban and community forestry to bolster public health benefits.  

Public health is a national issue; asthma, obesity, and heart disease are some of the chronic 
illnesses plaguing our cities and towns. Research has shown that tree-lined parks and large 
numbers of trees along streets help to reduce these illnesses by reducing air pollution and 
encouraging more exercise, thus reducing health care costs. Trees and greenspace in our 
communities provide physical and mental benefits for individuals, from youth to the elderly, by 
reducing stress. Increasing public and private investment in urban and community forests will 
help improve these public health issues, while also providing economic and social benefits that 
increase the overall well being of families and communities throughout the United States.  
 
Address the needs of underserved communities with urban and community forestry. 

The Administration recognizes the standard of living disparities between communities; the 
existence of fewer trees in these underserved neighborhoods is a visual reminder of that 
disparity.  Studies have shown that increasing greenspace and trees in low-income 
neighborhoods can help address issues such as health, crime, and domestic violence and 
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elevate the well being of those communities while reducing costs. More trees encourage 
people to enjoy being outside, thus detering crime, and by reducing stress, the existence of 
trees help reduce the number of domestic violence incidents. By utilizing urban forests to 
aliveate some of society’s ills, the well being of all communities will rise.   

SUFC MEMBERS 
 

Alliance for Community Trees   
America In Bloom   
American Forests  
AmericanHort   
American Planning Association   
American Public Works Association   
American Rivers  
American Society of Consulting Arborists  
American Society of Landscape 
Architects 

 

Arbor Day Foundation   
Bartlett Tree Foundation  
Center for Invasive Species Prevention   
Clean Air Task Force   
Green Infrastructure Center  
International City/County Management 
Association   

 

International Society of Arboriculture   
Keep America Beautiful   
National Association of Clean Water 
Agencies  

 

National Association of Conservation  

Districts  
National Association of Landscape 
Professionals  

 

National Association of State Foresters   
National Recreation and Parks 
Association  

 

National Wildlife Federation  
Outdoor Power Equipment Institute 
Foundation  

 

The Davey Foundation  
The Nature Conservancy  
Society of American Foresters    
Society of Municipal Arborists  

Student Conservation Association   
Tree Care Industry Association   
TREE Fund  
The Trust for Public Land  
Utility Arborist Association   
U.S. Water Alliance  
Water Environment Federation   

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Forest Service Regional Update – Miranda Hutten will be at the office on January 30, 2017 to 
perform a programmatic audit (not a financial one).  I already have the majority of items she 
collected and I have no concerns about the outcome. 
 
Forest Service Funding – All paperwork has been submitted for our grant for 2017-2018 from the 
Forest Service is capped at $135,000.  According to Miranda, it appears likely we will receive an 
increase later to fund Deb’s position through the 17/18 fiscal year.   

 
Forest Service Research – No update from me but Gordon may have updates after the CUFAC 
meeting this Friday 1/20/17. 
 
Federal Advocacy – SUFC advocacy days are tentatively scheduled for March 22nd and 23rd in 
DC and as of this writing I am planning on attending. 
 
CalFire – We submitted our grant application to CAL FIRE for the next round of Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction funds (GGRF).  Invitations back for final submittals would be by March.  We essentially 
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duplicated our first round grant but refined it to capture lessons learned and increased it to $1 
million and 1,650 trees along with expanded deeper outreach work included.  We have also been 
included in a handful of grants submitted by other agencies and cities to support the tree 
planting or outreach efforts of their proposals. 
 
Other State Funding:  no update 
 
State Policy Update – We are deep into the brainstorming efforts around steps forward regarding 
bonds and legislation for 2017 with CSG and CA ReLeaf.  Governor Brown did give a nod to urban 
and community forestry through the GGRF in his proposed budget and now we have to work with 
elected to make sure the language and line items are included in supporting legislation.  A Park 
Bond measure is moving forward as well through both houses and currently U&CF is not included!  
We are working to change that.   

 
CaUFC Board of Directors 
I’m waiting to hear back from board members regarding their recent outreach efforts. 
 
Program Updates –  
CIRCLE Project (Cap & Trade Funding) – our forward motion on this grant is administrative along 
with monthly follow-up care by our contractor.  Additionally we will be sending occasional emails 
and postcards to tree recipients reminding them about watering and overall tree wisdom.  There 
have been several vandalized trees in Paramount and we are in conversation with the city about 
methodology to prevent this if possible. 

• Conferences – no update 
• Communications - See Deb’s reports 
• Workshops –in early stages of planning a series of workshops with all of our councils 
• Regional Councils –no update 

 
Other Issues/Opportunities:   
• Budget – you’ll have a draft for the board call this Friday! 
• Today is our bookkeeper Nancy Heaton’s last day.  I’d be happy to discuss this with anyone 

privately if you are interested and I am in the process of looking for a replacement 
bookkeeper now. 

• I took three “family leave days” off last week as my daughter delivered a beautiful baby boy 
named Atton Robert Beckett McCurdy.  Everyone is doing well! 

• I will be taking a Southern CA trip sometime in early to mid-February to meet with Pat 
Mahoney from West Coast Arborists, one of our valuable funders for our advocacy work.  Most 
likely CSG will be going with me to update Pat on our work with the Labor Union in 
Sacramento, along with the other work we will be doing.  I will also plan meetings with 
Regional Council leadership while there. 

• Office update – I will be meeting with a contractor ASAP to find out how quickly work can be 
completed on my barn/studio. I also have another affordable location near the office here in 
San Rafael, though it isn’t thrilling us, but it is safe and could do the job.  I’ve reached out to 
Keene to see if he has connections in Marin with landlords to see if free rent is an option.  
Waiting to hear back from Keene! 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

Nancy Hughes 


