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May 6, 2019 6:00 PM
TYS 510 Center
This month will be a presentation from the Tennessee
Seaplane Company,
Tennessee Seaplane Company was established in the
summer of 2017 by two Airline Transport Rated Pilots,
Ryan Hile and Traver Madden. They have "real jobs" but
are thrilled to offer Seaplane Adventures, Tours, and
Flight Instruction to friends in the beautiful mountains and
waterways of East Tennessee! They operate a Cessna
172N Floatplane. Ryan and Traver have a combined
14,000 hours of flight time and are both commercially
rated seaplane pilots.

Young Eagles May 2019
It’s a new year and another opportunity to make a difference
for the youth of East Tennessee through the Chapter 17 Young
Eagles program. Your support is sincerely appreciated; this
program's only purpose is to introduce children ages 8-17 to
the possibilities of aviation and the joy of flight.

A Young Eagles event is planned for May 11, 2019 (rain date
is May 18, 2019) at Knoxville Downtown Island Airport. If you
have the desire and time to volunteer, please visit the Chapter
17 website (www.eaa17.org). Under the "Young Eagles" section there are three tabs, Young Eagles, Pilot Volunteer, Non-Flying Volunteer. Signing up via
the website helps us prepare for the event and provides a method to gather the information
required to satisfy EAA and insurance requirements.
We currently have over 70 Young Eagles registered and the number is increasing daily. We
would love to have Chapter members join us for a day of aviation with friends and family.
Young Eagles is the best of the many aviation outreach programs supported by the Experimental Aviation Association. It's purpose is to create a lasting memory that can be shared
with friends and family. No doubt some of those Young Eagles will use this introduction to
continue the same lifelong interest we each share. How many years ago was your first
flight? That is the memory we are excited to share in May.
Respectfully,
Marvin and Sandy McGraw
EAA Chapter 17 Young Eagles Coordinators

Cell: 865.898.0894
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Chapter 17 President's Message
I am looking forward to our May 6th meeting with a presentation from the owners/operators of the Tennessee Seaplane Company. Many of you may be surprised we have a seaplane base here in our backyard on the Tennessee
River.
A lot of member activity has happened since our last gathering in March. Tom & Patricia Roush, Gordon Meyer,
Ken Strong, and I are now survivors of the Leadership Boot Camp Training that was held in Lawrenceville, Georgia.
Several of us participated in MNV Monroe County Airports Appreciation Day with Tom Roush & Jimmy Hunt flying
some Young Eagles and some not so young.

At the Sun N Fun Fly-in we set up our chapter campsite in the Cow Pasture overflow campgrounds where John Williams, Steve Abrea, Jesse and Regena Katz and kids, Jimmy Hunt, Ken & Mary Jo Strong, my daughter Kim and
granddaughter Annie all tented, while Shirley & I roughed it in our motorhome. We had daily visits from Tom Roush
& Jerry Depew, who stayed at Jerry’s nearby Florida home, and Gordon Meyer and Jim Griffes dropping in for a visit. Jimmy Hunt was our campsite cook with Ken Strong assisting Jimmy and making the morning coffee. According
to Jimmy the camping with Chapter members was the best part of the Fly-in. I second that thought.
At our recent board meeting held a few weeks ago we approved forming an ICM/VCM club within our chapter, to
be held at (MNV) Monroe County Airport. VP Ken Strong, with able assistant Tom Roush will be heading this up.
More info on this will be shared at our May meeting.
We also formed a Banquet committee headed up by Helen Picou, Linda Long, and Judy Wayman. We have voted
to change our Annual Banquet to January of each year. It’s hard to believe that this coming January will be our 63 rd
year of continuous operation. We also heard from Bill Gibbens, who has been working hard on getting AOPA’s
STEM curriculum into our Tennessee schools.
Mark your calendars for May 11th for our Young Eagles event being held at (DKX) Downtown Island Airport. We still
need more ground volunteers and pilots so please go to our website, www.eaa17.org and register ASAP.

Hope to see you all at 6 pm for our social time and breaking bread together before we formally start the meeting.
We have Sloppy Joes on the menu with deserts and other surprises that show up magically from our fellow members.
All Things Aviation, George Douglas

PUBLIC BROADCAST SYSTEM (PBS)
From Jerry Depew

ROBERT BERLIN tells me that he is working with PBS with plans to feature Aviation in Eastern Tennessee and I
suggested that we could help shape the presentation. We have Remote Area Medical, The Tennessee Museum of
Aviation, The Swift Museum, and the Chilhowee Gliderport. There is even a local aircraft maintenance school in
Morristown. Perhaps we could coordinate a fly out with Mr. Berlin to the Beechcraft museum at Tullahoma to
show him some of the aviation material available.

BLAKE PALMER A&P / IA
Blake is a new member with our Chapter 17 and offers his mechanical services as
EAST TENNESSEE AEROWORKS out of the Seymour Air Park (TN20) Contact Blake
Palmer, 832-971-4407 or blake@etnaeroworks.com www.etnaeroworks.com
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Images from
Sun ‘n Fun
2019

Youth program in the works at Skyranch.
By Jesse Katz

Chapter 17 has a history with Skyranch, Paul Poberezny visited Cox Sky Ranch in November of 1955 to recruit members in
his new national pilot’s club. The board of directors of the East TN Pilots Association, along with Jesse Katz, are planning on
starting a youth program at Skyranch. This will consist of a restoration facility; where youth participants, under adult volunteer
guidance, will experience the restoration and fabrication of aircraft. Along with trade and facility maintenance.
Our program will be structured like the Chandler field program at Peach State in George. The youth participants, age 14-20
years old, will earn time and fly in program owned aircraft. They will get to learn to fly at a reduced cost and get A&P time in
there log books.
As of current we have a hanger near completion, and our first project aircraft has been acquired. Our next step is to organize
adult volunteers. We are not going to reinvent the wheel with the program. This type of program exist in several places around
the country. However, we believe in our mission of introducing youth to aviation, building character, and responsibility in our
young adults in east TN. Its more important now than ever with disappearing General Aviation airports and a shrinking % of
pilots.
Give back. Join in. And let’s work together to do something positive.
Please call or text 865-936-4901 or email tnhomecraft@yahoo.com
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IMC/VMC Club
From Ken Strong

IMC

club is the brainchild of Radek Wyzykowski, a master certified flight instructor-instructor
and multiengine instructor.

As a flight instructor in Norwood, Massachusetts, Radek developed a volunteer mentor program to
help instrument/VFR improve their proficiency, and they loved it. "When the website launched and
offered to help others start local chapters, it took off like a storm" Radek said.
The IMC/VMC club's purpose is to promote instrument flying, proficiency and safety. The intent is to
create a community of pilots willing to share information, provide recognition, foster communications, promote safety and build proficiency in instrument and VFR flying. IMC/(Instrument Meteorological Conditions) VMC (Visual Meteorological Conditions) club chapters offer monthly meetings in
which pilots can network and share knowledge and
experiences.
The chapter resources and scenarios are being produced and distributed as a new program by EAA,
IMC/VMC, an Experimental Aircraft Association, Inc
subsidiary under a license from IMC/VMC Club International Inc. This will provide resources to new and
improved program offerings that will enhance and
expand the impact of the IMC/VMC concept.

Sheet Metal Craftsman moves into our area
From Jerry Gamache
I am a licensed A&P mechanic who has specialized in Sheet Metal repair and Fabrication. I started at
Learjet for 3 years, Boeing for 3 years, Rockwell on the B-1 for 5 years, ATA Airlines maintenance for 16
years, and since 2006 I contracted around and finally formed my own company (AOG Repair). We chased
line damaged commercial aircraft with my crew and repaired them on the line. Now as I approach retirement, I am settling into working by myself on GA and experimental aircraft. I have lately been rebuilding
Cessna and Beechcraft wings in my shop. My wife and I moved to our current house from Indiana for the
mountain views as we head into retirement. I just finished rebuilding a 182 wing for a guy in Morristown
and currently rebuilding a couple Cessna 188 wings for a guy in Alabama. So if any of your members
need some sheet metal repair or fabrication please have them contact me.
Jerry Gamache 317-289-5413 www.aogrepair.com

Use Amazon Smile and your purchase benefits EAA Chapter 17
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at , you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization.
Go to smile.amazon.com and search for Experimental Aircraft
Association, Knoxville Tennessee (for some reason known only
to Amazon, Chapter 17 doesn’t appear).
Knoxville Tennessee
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Young Eagles Event Information
The purpose of this program is to introduce young people to aviation. We do so by providing
free introductory flights with the hope of inspiring a lifestyle around aviation and/or a career in
aviation. The possibilities are not limited to that of becoming a pilot. There are opportunities in
aircraft maintenance, electronics, air traffic control, etc . .
The Young Eagle program is the start of what we hope will be a lifetime of enjoyment. EAA
Chapter 17 has flown 3,494 young eagles; I wish we knew how many of those have gone on to
share our enthusiasm. I have run into aviators around the southeast at various airports that
recognized my plane and recounted their first flight in that very plane many years ago, so
flights can and do create lasting memories. One of our Chapter 17 pilots flew a Young Eagle
that went on to a military career to include flying as a Blue Angel; we hope to have him back as a presenter at a future monthly
gathering. Another Chapter 17 pilot has been credited with 628 YE’s.
These numbers are very impressive, but they do not recognize the efforts each of you put into ground support. If you have
participated in the past, THANK YOU! If you would like to participate again please sign up!
Our next scheduled event is Saturday May 11, 2019 at Island Home airport. You can find information at http://eaa17.org.
The basic premise is registration is from 9AM until 11AM. The flights start after a 20 minute ground school in which the children (ages 8 to 17) learn how an aircraft flies and a bit of safety instruction for the day. The 20 to 30 minute flights end
around noon or after the last participant flies. Parents/Guardians are encouraged to attend as a family day. The registration
forms are required to be signed by the parent/guardian before the child’s flight.
The EAA Young Eagles Flight Plan
1
2
3
4
5

Take a Young Eagles flight
Get a FREE EAA Student Membership
Sporty’s Learn to Fly Course
First Flight Lesson
EAA Scholarships

The young eagle flight is step 1 and 2 of a 5 step system intended to provide the child with every opportunity to experience
aviation. After the flight the pilot will sign a logbook as a memento; however, that logbook also entitles the child to a free membership into the EAA.
EAA Student Membership
EAA Student Membership provides the new Young Eagle with new ways to participate in the fun and exciting world of aviation.
•
•
•
•
•

FREE Access to the Sporty’s Learn to Fly Course ($215 value)
FREE Admission to 300+ science and technology museums
FREE Academy of Model Aeronautics Student Membership
FREE monthly electronic copy of EAA Sport Aviation magazine
FREE first flight lesson* ($130 value)
*Upon completion of the first 3 volumes of the Sporty's Learn to Fly Course (Recommended for Ages 13+)
• Reimbursement after passing the FAA knowledge exam ($165 value)
• Access to valuable flight training awards, education scholarships, and Air Academy camperships.
• ***NEW FOR 2019*** The Soaring Society of America, SSA, has teamed up with the EAA and have added a free SSA Cadet Membership for all Young Eagles.
This is a simplified introduction to the Young Eagles program. Please take a look at the following link. The blue box on the left
hand side will have many links with full information.
https://www.eaa.org/en/eaa/aviation-education-and-resources/eaa-youth-education/eaa-ye-program
Thank you for your support,
Marvin McGraw, EAA Chapter 17 Young Eagles Coordinator
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IF YOU’RE COMFORTABLE, YOU’RE NOT IN POSITION
By Marvin McGraw
This past week I joined a few friends in Lees Summit Missouri (just outside of Kansas
City) for an FFi sanctioned formation clinic. I learned a lot and spent time with
friends. I can’t wait for the Fall event in Little Rock Arkansas.
What is FFi? Formation Flying, Inc was formed in response to an FAA mandate to
have flight training for airshow events. When you see large organized flyovers at
Oshkosh and other events each pilot has either a FAAST or FFi card which shows the
FAA each pilot has taken training and remains current in specific type model formation flying. The training is standardized for a particular model of aircraft in my case Van’s RV models 6, 7, 8, and 14 with an occasional Harmon Rocket.
The training event was all day Friday and Saturday with a half day on Sunday to allow us to get home Sunday afternoon. My plan was to fly to KORK (North Little Rock airport) on Thursday morning and then fly with my friends from
the Bulldog Flight Team on to Lees Summit where the KC Flight Team was hosting the event. The weather did not cooperate; a strong low pressure system in northern Arkansas blocked the way to both Little Rock and Kansas City. My
choices were (1) don’t go and wait for the Fall event, (2) go to Little Rock
which would require crossing the weather to Little Rock and a second set
of weather from Little Rock to Kansas City, or (3) go straight to the event
and hope my friends from Arkansas meet me there. I chose option 3 and
filed IFR to KLXT (Lees Summit). While almost to the western edge of
Kentucky I discovered the weather was moving far quicker than forecast
and I reversed course for Louisville Kentucky to refuel, look at the radar,
and potentially stay overnight. The radar showed that the system, that
had been stagnate for a day, started moving northeast at more than 20
knots. To avoid staying in Kentucky I would need to fly significantly north
then west then south to Kansas City. I filed IFR to KLXT by way of south
Chicago and took on a lot of fuel. The flight was solid IMC for more than
two hours with constant light rain, but very little turbulence. In all, I
turned a 3 hour flight into five and a half hours of work. About thirty minutes before reaching Kansas City the weather
cleared for an easy VFR arrival.
To my surprise the event staff had coordinated a hangar large enough for all 65 aircraft and it was not even full! The
KC Flight Team is part of EAA Chapter 91 which has meeting rooms, a kitchen and three large hangars. They even had
a Cessna 150 mounted on a tall pylon with a free spinning Propeller
.
Friday started early with two flights before lunch and two after lunch then ground school until about 9PM. Saturday
was again two flights each before and after lunch. Each training session was a flight of four aircraft assigned a sector
and an altitude block so that we could have all 65 aircraft flying without conflict. The training is intense, demanding,
and unforgiving; but rewarding and fun once the shear terror subsides
. I have spent my entire life avoiding other
aircraft and now my former F16 safety pilot and former F18 flight lead are encouraging me to “get in there”, “get your
slot”. The training is all done radio silent with hand signals. The flight lead motions you with standardized hand signals
you nod your head to acknowledge his directions, take a deep breath and slide into position with the understanding
that “if your comfortable your not in position”.
My first flight was simply looking at the sight lines on the lead aircraft to stay in position. Matching his outboard aileron hinge with his propeller spinner at all times. We had been flying for about an hour when I finally looked away from
the lead to see the runway numbers directly in
front of me. Only at that point did I realize how
intensely I had been focused on staying in position
throughout all the turns, altitude changes, lazy 8’s,
etc... Even the takeoff and landings are sequenced
to make certain we all have the same configuration,
speed, and lower the tailwheel at the same
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

spot. Everything is debriefed by your flight lead and the debrief will be brutally honest. If you have any interest in
formation training you will need to check your ego at the door before starting, but the evening debrief at the bar is
pure relaxation!
Sunday morning before departing 31 aircraft did a formation flight. We started in the briefing room with all the chairs
assigned to the same position you will have during the flight. An incredibly professional briefing is initiated by the
flight leader, callsign Yobo. We then went into the hangar and “flew” the routine before getting into the airplanes. This YouTube link is a flight we did Sunday morning. The weather was gusting to 32 knots and the flight still
went off safely. https://youtu.be/93m9DdO9e-8
Your callsign is assigned by your peers not chosen by you. Mostly, they try to harass you. I was assigned callsign
“Monster”. I’m told they picked that because my RV14 with large tires looked like a Monster Truck in the lineup. I
suspect the true reference is that flying six feet away from me can be scary. At least I did not get callsign “Flameout”
like my friend from South Carolina.

ScoutFest 2019
From Jesse Katz
Chapter 17 has a unique opportunity. I have been authorized to have a static display of airplanes at
Scoutfest 2019. This event will be @ Landing at the rivers edge airport. Oct 18-20 in Blaine TN. We
participated in 2016. Introduced aviation to over 2500 people!! Mostly kids, and some old kids.
Camping is permitted on the field.
One caveat, we have to arrive on or
before the 17th, and we cannot depart till the afternoon of the 20th.
Due to the NOTAM airport closure,
activities on the runway. Please contact Jesse Katz 865-936-4901 Your
self appointed "youth in aviation" coordinator.
Also in the planning stages, The
Youth Program at Sky Ranch is looking for experienced volunteers to
speak to scouts about aviation. I will
have several opportunities to speak
to youth around Knoxville in the next
six months. These engagements will
be about an hour long, during a
weekday evening. Again please call
Jesse Katz 865-936-4901.
We must not miss out on these two
items. We will have an attentive listening youth audience, we can open
young minds to the world we so love
and enjoy. If we light their passion
for aviation now. It will take them farther then they can imagine. Join me
and be apart of something great!
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LONG on Safety
With avionics becoming more sophisticated (also more complex), the diversity of airports, and a larger volume
of aircraft moving at higher speeds within airspaces, the need to brief yourself, crew, and passengers is greater
than ever before.
Key phases of flight where briefing is of significant value are prior to take-off/departure and prior to approach/
landing.
The briefing for a VFR approach is not as comprehensive as the briefing for an IFR departure and approach,
but nevertheless should prepare the pilot for all anticipated contingencies.
FAR 91.103 requires the pilot in command to become familiar with all information concerning that flight.
That would include all runway and NOTAM information for your departure and destination fields, departure,
enroute & destination weather, and airfield information for your departure and destination.

A good takeoff briefing is one that answers the following questions:
• Which runway are you departing?
• What type of takeoff is going to be performed? Normal, rolling, short field, soft?
• What will I do if I lose an engine during the takeoff roll? What about an engine loss at 50 feet? at 500 feet?
• What are the critical V speeds for this particular aircraft? Vx, Vy and Best Glide.
• Are there obstacles and where?
A takeoff briefing should be performed if you’re staying in the pattern, departing on a cross-country and with
or without an instructor present.
A good approach/landing briefing is one that answers the following questions:
• Has the pre-landing check list been completed?
• Are NAV/COMM radios tuned and setup?
• What type of VFR or IFR approach?
• What runway are you landing on?
• What type of landing is going to be performed?
• Are there obstacles?
• What are the emergency landing options?
Every takeoff and landing are unique, and each requires a different course of action in the case of a malfunction. It should also be noted that a verbal (as in out loud) briefing should be performed in both single pilot and
crew pilot configurations. Verbalizing and listening to your own voice through the intercom / headset is
a good way to solidify and commit your intentions to memory.

Rocket Science
There is a summer program in Vonore on space. They are looking for someone who may
have experience in rocketry to send up a couple of rockets as a start up for the program. I’m
wondering if anyone in Chapter 17 had this type of experience.
Contact Steve Curran, sundog3@msn.com
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ADVERTISEMENT
Soar with Stevenson
Chapter 17’s Linwood Stevenson, an internationally recognized soaring record
holder is offering Glider introduction
flights for members at Chilhowee
Gliderport. If interested, email contact@eaa17.org for details.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Come join us for fun and education with other aviators. Visit www.eaa.org/calendar to access a comprehensive list of events that you can filter to match your location, range, interest and schedule.
May 4

First Saturday Breakfast. Morristown (KMOR) (32 miles from DKX)

May 4

First Saturday Breakfast. Winchester (BGF) (135 miles from DKX)

May 4

First Saturday Breakfast and program. EAA Chapter 690 at Gwinnett Co. (LZU) (137
miles from DKX)

May 6

Next Chapter Meeting at 510 Center building at McGhee Tyson airport, 2950 Airfield Service Dr. Alcoa TN 37701 (Near the airport Hilton)

May 11

YOUNG EAGLES event at Knoxville Downtown Island Airport.

May 11

Second Saturday Omelet Breakfast. Monroe Co (MNV) (41 miles from DKX)

May 18

Third Saturday CAP Breakfast at Cleveland (RZR) (73 miles from DKX)

May 24-25 Rough River, KY. Midwest Bonanza Society Fly In
May 25

Fourth Saturday CAP Breakfast at Dayton (2A0) (68 miles from DKX)

Short Notice Aviation Plans (SNAP) Any weekday that the weather is good. Why wait for a
weekend?
Ready to schedule:
 Trade A Plane Publishers in Crossville, TN
 Group Fly Out to the Tennessee Museum Of Aviation in Sevierville.
 Group Fly Out to Andrews, NC (KRHP) to see Jerry Stadtmiller and look at his Antique Aircraft
Restoration and Repair operation. (53 miles from DKX)
 Fly Out to EAA Chapter 242 in Columbia, SC. Trade Airplane Rides
Guest Speakers ready to meet with EAA Chapter 17:
 Tom and Pat Roush flying balloons in Austria.






TEMPEST Spark Plugs with Vince Bechtel.
A continuation of ForeFlight training.
Future plans include a seminar on Mountain Flying.
Aerobatics Seminar?

Do You have a meeting suggestion?

Dan Valle Chapter 17 Member offers Aircraft Certs
For VFR $85, with Mode S VFR $100...Less than 30 minutes
For IFR $275, Mode S $300...About 2 hours
If enough folks sign up for service, he will come to you, Or, if owners don't mind the short flight to TN44,
he can handle here. Contact Dan Valle Cell 313-539-9818
A portion of the proceeds from members certification testing is returned to Chapter 17
Knoxville Tennessee

May 2019
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EAA Chapter 17’s mission is the promotion of education in
aeronautics, flying safety, navigation, amateur or homebuilt aircraft, antique aircraft restoration and construction,
and related aero-sciences. To foster aviation, education,
and progress in light aircraft development and other closely
related phases of aviation. And to maintain a non-profit cooperative association to obtain instruction and education in
aviation.

Your EAA Membership
Chapter 17 maintains our membership records. This is important for two reasons. First, and most important, we use
the info to correspond with our members. Second, we are required to provide EAA Headquarters with a current chapter roster each year. To help update our records, we are asking everyone to please provide the following: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email Address, and EAA member number.
Finally, we can’t emphasize enough the importance of full EAA membership. This is especially critical in the current
climate of proposed GA user fee increases and other threats to your freedom to fly! For $40 a year for a single EAA
membership or $50 a year for family membership, you can add your clout to the battle, as well as get a great magazine in Sport Aviation each month and lots of other member benefits. If you are not a current member of the international EAA organization, please join or renew your membership. Go to http://www.eaa.org/memberbenefits.html, or
call 800-843-3612.
In the words of Vintage Aircraft Association President, Geoff Robison, “”Let’s all pull in the same direction for the
good of aviation. Remember, we are better together. Join us and have it all”

CHAPTER 17 MEETINGS ARE NOW ON THE FIRST MONDAY OF
THE MONTH, UNLESS OTHERWISE POSTED!
EAA Chapter 17
Membership Renewal
Name:_______________________________ EAA Member #______________
Address:_________________________________________________________
Email:___________________________ Phone:_________________________
Project or current aircraft or interest:____________________________________
Annual Dues run from January 1st to December 31 each year.
Type of Registration: Regular: ($20) Family: ($20), list names:____________________________________________
Student (Free for EAA Student members):
Address, email, and phone info is used to update CH 17 records, is voluntary, and is not shared outside of CH 17. EAA
Member # is required for our annual EAA Chapter renewal.
Please print, fill out, and bring to the next meeting, or mail to CH 17 Treasurer, at the below address. Please include a
check for $20.00 made to EAA Chapter 17.
Online registration (eaa17.org/membership/) available using a credit card or Pay Pal
Thanks for your continued support!
Renew online or by mail to:
Chapter 17
C/O PS Engineering
9800 Martel Road
Lenoir City TN 37772
Total amount of check $_____

Knoxville Tennessee

