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If it's got propellers, Eric Hobson's head will lift as it flies overhead
(particularly if the engines are radials) even though he can't (legally) sit in a
cockpit's left seat aloft.
Dr. Hobson came to the story of the 1931 Matto Grosso Expedition, its moviemaking historical achievement, and its aviation connection by accident (a Sikorsky S-38), and has been researching and writing about this adventure for
six years. In addition to digging into archives around the US, he has made two
trips to western Brazil, and, according to his wife, knows more about this expedition than anyone else in the world. His book-length history of the expedition is targeted for 2020 publication (University of Pennsylvania Press).
He has shared snippets of aviation significance coming out of this research
with Expedition (journal of
the Penn Museum), PAA
Clipper: Newsletter of the
Pan Am Historical Association, and PAA.org. More importantly: if he ever wins
the lottery, he's buying a
DC-3 and heading to Oshkosh!
Note: Dr. Eric Hobson is an
English Professor at Belmont University, Nashville,
Tenn.`

E.R.F. Johnson (left) and Vincenzo Petrullo standing by
Johnson’s Sikorsky airplane

Photo credit, University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and
Anthropology.
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Message from your President
It’s hard to believe that we are entering our chapter’s 63rd year of continuous operation. I was 9 going
on 10 when our chapter joined the EAA back in 1956. We have a lot to be thankful for as our chapter is
very healthy, Aviation in general is growing, we have had several new members join us throughout 2018,
and we have had several members step up and volunteer their services. There was a time in the past
that this wasn’t the story.
Lots of things have happened over the last few years leading up to our success as a chapter. EAA headquarters developed a program called leadership Boot Camp to train chapter leaders on how to better operate their organizations, as several chapters were going out of business. A few of your board members,
including myself, have already attended this training and we have 2 more members scheduled to attend
in 2019.
Our chapter helped MKAA and the Air National Guard host the Smoky Mountain Fly-in where we received
great exposure and had several new members join us. We hosted the Ford Tri-Motor, again gaining more
good community exposure and then this past June we hosted the very successful Aluminum Overcast B17 tour. We have held several Young Eagle events that have helped more people learn about us and the
Experimental and General Aviation World. We recently started reaching out to the local schools sharing
AOPA’s STEM Curriculum. Going forward we plan to expand our Y/E’s program to include high school
ROTC students.
We moved to TYS’s State of the Art 510 facility where we have held many interesting meetings for our
growing chapter. We simply outgrew SkyRanch where our chapter meetings were held from day one. We
introduced food for our social time, which has been generating a small amount of funds each month. We
have brought on a few vendors to bring in additional revenue. We developed a new website which has
turned out to be one of our best tools to assist our growth and efficiency. I could go on and on as it has
taken a village of volunteers to make us the success we are today. We can rest assured that our Board
members are dedicated to working hard for our continued success in 2019.
January’s meeting topic will be a presentation (The Matto Grosso Expedition 1931 in Brazil) from Dr. Eric
Hobson who is an English Professor at Belmont University, Nashville TN. Read John Haynes article on
page 1 for more info.
We will also be raffling off two adult weekly tickets for Sun ‘n Fun, donated to EAA Chapter 17 by outgoing MKAA President Bill Marrison (Each a $130 value, raffled off separately).
I wish everyone a Happy New Year and a great Christmas Holiday.
George Douglas

Dan Valle Chapter 17 Member offers Aircraft Certs

For VFR $85, with Mode S VFR $100...Less than 30 minutes
For IFR $275, Mode S $300...About 2 hours
If enough folks sign up for service, he will come to you, Or, if owners don't mind the short flight to TN44,
he can handle here.
Contact Dan Valle
Cell 313-539-9818
A portion of the proceeds from members certification testing is returned to Chapter 17
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LONG on Safety
By Greg Long

There are two types of power loss,

and full.

some power; however, the
power may be unreliable and may be diﬃcult to assess. And, it’s not a 180-degree turn back to the airport,
it’s a series of turns.
According to the FAA's Airplane Flying Handbook
inadvisable
the ﬁeld from where the takeoﬀ was made. Instead, it is safer to immediately establish the proper glide

1. Plan.
-brief on every takeoﬀ. It only
takes a second but it does prepare us mentally for the possibility of an engine failure and sets us up to make
each and every takeoﬀ and give a short 10-second brieﬁng.
2
before you take oﬀ. Instances of power loss have been found to be fuel and spark
plug related, which can exhibit physical symptoms such as:
•

an rpm drop higher than the maximum prescribed by the manufacturer during run-up checks;

•
•

the engine not 'sounding' or 'feeling' normal, such as general rough running during the takeoﬀ.

glide speed and no more than a moderate bank
terrain.

Builder’s Corner

Chapter 17’s newsletter will introduce a new feature in
2019, the Builder’s Corner. To start things off, we can
mention that John Williams just ordered a Rans S21 Out-

bound, kit shown at right. He plans to sell his RV9A because his
wife laid down the law and said, “Only one aircraft at a time!”

Knoxville Tennessee
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Where new beginnings meet true beginnings
By John Winter

B

ack in June of 2017 I began flying again. After close
to 13 years of being stuck on the ground, I had embraced this new beginning with excitement and admittedly, with nervousness. Would I remember what I had
learned in my previous 26 hours of flying? How long will
it take to get back up to where I was? What about flying
out of Sky Ranch (TN98)? What will an actual short grass
field be like?
With these questions in the back of my mind I decided to
take a trip to where powered flight truly began. I went to
the Wright Brothers Memorial at Kill Devil Hills to gain
some perspective on the origins of this thing we obsess
over.
The first thing that you notice as you drive into the park is
the large monument on the sand dune to the south.
Standing at the base of that sand dune, looking up at the
monument, you feel the wind that seems to constantly blow across the island. The smell of the salt water
drifts on the wind and reminds you that the coast is near. The seagulls flying overhead with their latest
catch is the only sound in the air. Then my mind slipped back to flight training and I thought, “Could I
handle this crosswind?” Good thing there isn’t a modern runway here right? I mean, a glider flying off a
sand dune could be pointed in any direction that favors the wind but what if you were stuck to the standard asphalt runway?
About that time I could hear the
familiar sound of a helicopter behind the trees next to the Memorial. And as any flying enthusiast
will do, I had to see where it was
and what it was doing. To my total surprise it was landing on a
runway no more than a few hundred feet away behind the trees.

As I walked toward that wonderful sound of power, I
noticed a building to the left. This building that I assumed was just a bathroom facility to the west of the
Memorial turned out to be the FBO for First Flight Airport (KFFA).
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(Continued from page 6)

There is a small lounge area with a couple desks, a couch, water fountain and some literature for the Memorial. To gain access, you have to “Squawk VFR” on the key pad at the door. You know what that is
right? Well at that point the helicopter flew off and I figured the show was over. Boy was I wrong. He
headed south and made left hand traffic around the monument on the dune and came in and landed
again, fast and tail first as in the photo. I wondered if this was a practiced combat arrival and takeoff
since there was no graceful hover to land. It was simply descend fast, hit hard, roll a few yards and then
shoot back up. He did this, three or four times, and then departed the area. What a contrast to the barely powered “glider” of the Wright Brothers to what we have today. As with many things with aviation, being in the right place, at the right time pays off.
We then moved to the south of the dune to see the full scale replica of the Wright Flyer. While not the real thing it was nice to walk right up to this replica to feel the scale of the plane. Roped off displays get
you close but there is something nice about being able to get up close and personal with a display that
lets you really soak in the experience. Pictures don’t do it justice. To see the size of the machine that they

built really makes you appreciate the size of the project. This was no toy. These men were serious about
the task at hand and we thank them for it.
I can only imagine what it was like in those early days when this strange machine flew overhead as farmers or small town people who had never seen an airplane, let alone even knew what one was, stood in

(Continued on page 8)
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amazement at the spectacle above them. Think of all the times that you have stopped and watched an
aircraft flying overhead simply because it was strange or different than what you normally see. Multiply
that feeling by 100 and you are probably close to what these people felt.
After admiring the replica we headed over to the location of the actual first flights. There are several
monuments marking the location and lengths of the flights along with a replica launch rail. I laughed to

myself when I saw that first flight was 120 feet. Heck, I think I bounced 737PD that far on one of my first
landings back in 2004. But to see them and think that this was it, this is where it all happened, was really something. I decided right then and there that this was one of my bucket list locations for a cross
county flight once I get my ticket. It has to be. It’s
where it all began. John Winter

The Wright Myth?

A comment from the publisher.

In his book Wright Brothers, Wrong Story, (publ. Prometheus, Dec. 2018) author William
Hazelgrove postulates, and convincingly, that what we believe as a story of inventive genius
and teamwork that lead to powered flight December 1903 is not quite accurate. After a
coin toss, Orville Wright took the controls for the first flight. But that was after decades of
research, experimentation and invention by that other brother, Wilbur.
Mr. Hazelgrove’s immersive research into the records in Library of Congress and the Smithsonian answered these questons: Who contacted Smithsonan’s Samuel Langley to gather
all prior published information on flight? Wilbur. Who contacted the National Weather service to find the optimum location? Wilbur. Who exchanged more with 500 letters with the
worldwide leader in aviation experiments, Octave Chanute? Wilbur. Who started flying
kites in 1900 with hundreds of tests, and working wind tunnels? Wilbur.
Final question, who died of Typhoid Fever in 1912, leaving the historical narrative to be controlled by his brother
(died 1948)? Yes, it was Wilbur. Think about it, to learn more buy the book, available in bookstores or Amazon.com. After reading a piece in Smithsonian Magazine December 2018 I did, it’s well done.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Come join us for fun and education with other aviators. Visit www.eaa.org/calendar to access a comprehensive list of events that you can filter to match your location, range, interest and schedule.
MORRISTOWN BREAKFAST WILL PAUSE DURING WINTER
The regular First Saturday EAA breakfast at Morristown will halt during the winter months and resume with the arrival
of warm weather in spring. Their last event before ending the year was a wonderful lunch with ham and turkey and
side dishes and desert to celebrate the Christmas holiday. Sadly the weather was so low that most of our old regulars
had to drive to Morristown.

January 5
January 5
January 7

First Saturday Breakfast. Winchester (BGF) (135 miles from DKX)
(137 miles from DKX)
Service Dr. Alcoa TN 37701 (Near the airport Hilton)

January 12

Second Saturday Omelet Breakfast. Monroe Co (MNV) (41 miles from DKX)

January 19

Third Saturday CAP Breakfast at Cleveland (RZR) (73 miles from DKX)

January 26

Fourth Saturday CAP Breakfast at Dayton (2A0) (68 miles from DKX)

Short Notice Aviation Plans (SNAP) Any weekday that the weather is good. Why wait for a weekend?
Ready to schedule:





Trade A Plane Publishers in Crossville, TN



Fly Out to EAA Chapter 242 in Columbia, SC. Trade Airplane Rides

Group Fly Out to the Tennessee Museum Of Aviation in Sevierville.
Group Fly Out to Andrews, NC (KRHP) to see Jerry Stadtmiller and look at his Antique Aircraft Restoration and Repair operation. (53 miles from DKX)

Guest Speakers ready to meet with EAA Chapter 17:







Tom and Pat Roush flying balloons in Austria.
TEMPEST Spark Plugs with Vince Bechtel.
A continuation of ForeFlight training.
Future plans include a seminar on Mountain Flying.
Aerobatics Seminar?

Do You have a meeting suggestion?

Election Results!
The election numbers are in, and the voting was unanimous:
President - George Douglas (I)
First Vice President - Ken Strong (I)
Second Vice President - Stephen Wickizer (N)
Treasurer - John Haynes (I)
Secretary - Gary Picou (I)
Elected Board Member - Greg Long (I)
Knoxville Tennessee
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Project Tin Goose
From EAA HQ

Following a July 2017 repair to the right wing of EAA’s Ford Tri-Motor, NC8407, the organization made a
proactive decision to take the aircraft out of service after AirVenture 2018 and replace the original 90year-old wings.
Because of the original construction process, the wings need to be custom made for each aircraft. Knowing of our impending situation, several years ago Hov-Aire, Inc. started fabricating the wings for our plane
on faith that EAA would someday purchase them to keep the Tin Goose flying as part of its Flight Experiences program.
Because the wings need to be custom made for each aircraft and cost $500,000 each or $1 million in
total. The EAA Foundation has made an initial commitment of $150,000 and will front the dollars needed
to secure the wings. We have also received generous commitments of $50,000 each from the Ward J.
and Joy A. Timken Foundation and the Hovaire family for a total of $250,000.
We are off to a strong start but we need your chapter’s help in securing the remaining funds. In the spirit
of the EAA community, we are asking chapters if they can commit to raising a specific dollar amount in
their local community. Funds may be raised in
many ways, including a special solicitation in your
community or from chapter activities, The EAA Philanthropy & Donor Stewardship team will be a full
partner in guiding and implementing your efforts.
You can go to this link to learn more about the Project. http://www.eaa.org/TinGoose
———————————————————————————
Our chapter has hosted the Tri-Motor in the past
with great success. We see the value of keeping the
two EAA Fords in the air so your Board Members will
be working on a contribution figure to donate to this
project. You also can make an individual tax deOctober 29, 2016 A Ford Family Reunion at KDKX
ductible donation by going to
www.eaa.org./TinGoose
George Douglas—President EAA Chapter 17

October 2016—the Robinsons (Albert and Sam) volunteer with Tri-Motor visit
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EAA17.ORG
We invite you to visit our chapter web site (www.eaa17.org) to view events and postings from our members. Anyone can read
the information placed there, but only our chapter members can make a post after signing in. Make sure to check the box
allowing a reply message to be sent to you when a new post has been added. This is be a good place to make invitations for
other pilots to join us on aviation outings like the one mentioned later in this issue.

STEM Progress update. Early December.
From Bill Gibbens

I met with Chuck O'Donnell, Junior ROTC instructor at Karnes High School. I had given him several web links to the AOPA Avia-

tion STEM program prior to seeing him face to face.

Chuck had shared that information with his principal and told me the principal was impressed with the possibilities it offered
his students.
It came up that schools had a book of Tennessee approved courses and this AOPA program might not be on the list. I wrote
(whenever I say wrote, I mean E-mail) Cindy Hasselbring, Senior Director for AOPAs High School initiative. She had no
knowledge if Tennessee has reached out to her or AOPA has attempted to contact Tennessee DOE.
So, I reached out to the Tennessee Dept of Education. I started an E-mail chain with the Commissioner and 3 of her subordinates. All four thanked us (EAA Chapter 17) for reaching out to the Dept of Ed, with a program to expand available resources
for our students.
On a different project of ours, Young Eagles, Colonel O'Donnell is interested in working with us to recruit interested cadets
and enhance the experience of Young Eagles for his Cadets. This basically means enhanced preflight ground school and his
monitoring follow-up after their flight, for his cadets.
I have also reached out to William Blount High School. The assistant principal I talked to referred me to another assistant

LET’S FLY OUR MEMBERS WITHOUT AIRPLANES. JAN 19
mplish that mission with Young Eagle Coordinator Marvin McGraw and BO manager Tom McCosh at the Monroe County airport
(KMNV) near Madisonville.
those who ﬂy in. Note- 100 LL is only $4.25 at Monroe County.

before joining us.
If you are driving, the address is: 350 Airport Rd.. Madisonville TN 37354 423-572-1124
If this becomes popular we can schedule similar events at other airports.

ADVERTISEMENT

Soar with Stevenson
Chapter 17’s Linwood Stevenson, an internationally recognized soaring record holder is offering Glider instruction for members at Chilhowee Gliderport. If interested,
email contact@eaa17.org for details.
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EAA Chapter 17’s mission is the promotion of education in
aeronautics, flying safety, navigation, amateur or homebuilt aircraft, antique aircraft restoration and construction,
and related aero-sciences. To foster aviation, education,
and progress in light aircraft development and other closely
related phases of aviation. And to maintain a non-profit cooperative association to obtain instruction and education in
aviation.

Your EAA Membership
Chapter 17 maintains our membership records. This is important for two reasons. First, and most important, we use
the info to correspond with our members. Second, we are required to provide EAA Headquarters with a current chapter roster each year. To help update our records, we are asking everyone to please provide the following: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email Address, and EAA member number.
Finally, we can’t emphasize enough the importance of full EAA membership. This is especially critical in the current
climate of proposed GA user fee increases and other threats to your freedom to fly! For $40 a year for a single EAA
membership or $50 a year for family membership, you can add your clout to the battle, as well as get a great magazine in Sport Aviation each month and lots of other member benefits. If you are not a current member of the international EAA organization, please join or renew your membership. Go to http://www.eaa.org/memberbenefits.html, or
call 800-843-3612.
In the words of Vintage Aircraft Association President, Geoff Robison, “”Let’s all pull in the same direction for the
good of aviation. Remember, we are better together. Join us and have it all”

CHAPTER 17 MEETINGS ARE NOW ON THE FIRST MONDAY OF
THE MONTH, UNLESS OTHERWISE POSTED!
EAA Chapter 17
Membership Renewal
Name:_______________________________ EAA Member #______________
Address:_________________________________________________________
Email:___________________________ Phone:_________________________
Project or current aircraft or interest:____________________________________
Annual Dues run from January 1st to December 31 each year.
Type of Registration: Regular: ($20) Family: ($20), list names:____________________________________________
Student (Free for EAA Student members):
Address, email, and phone info is used to update CH 17 records, is voluntary, and is not shared outside of CH 17. EAA
Member # is required for our annual EAA Chapter renewal.
Please print, fill out, and bring to the next meeting, or mail to CH 17 Treasurer, at the below address. Please include a
check for $20.00 made to EAA Chapter 17.
Online registration (eaa17.org/membership/) available using a credit card or Pay Pal
Thanks for your continued support!
Renew online or by mail to:
Chapter 17
C/O PS Engineering
9800 Martel Road
Lenoir City TN 37772
Total amount of check $_____

Knoxville Tennessee

