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Dear Friends,

Whether you know us as an artist, audience 
member, PTown resident, donor, or any 
combination of the above, this message is for 
you. Without your support during these difficult 
past two years, there is no doubt in my mind 
that the Provincetown Theater Foundation 
would not be here. There are no words to 
accurately convey our gratitude to you, so I’ll 
simply say thank you.

Now it’s time to look to the year ahead. We owe 
it to you, and to ourselves, to feel excitement 
about a word that has not gotten a lot of stage 
time these past few years: Potential. And there is 
so much potential in our organization right now. 
We’ve welcomed new board members, invested 
in our staff and institution, and we expect that 
you’ll notice some changes in the months 
ahead. The first one being this Annual Report, 
which we plan to offer yearly so that you can 
celebrate our accomplishments along with us.

Our second exciting announcement is that the 
leadership of PTF will be convening in the fall to 
create a strategic plan to guarantee the future 
stability and sustainability of our institution. And 
as a supporter, we plan to make sure that you 
have an opportunity to add your voice to that 
process! 

Finally, we are officially on the lookout for an 
all-star Managing Director to step in and lead 
our board and staff as we perform the many 
daily administrative tasks that help keep our 
small (but mighty!) theater going so that you 
have a seamless, transformative experience each 
and every time you walk into our space.

We hope you’ll join us sharing our feelings of 
excitement and potential of the Provincetown 
Theater Foundation for the year ahead. 

Curtain’s up!

David Wilson
President, Board of Directors
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THE PAPA AWARDS:
HONORING A LEGACY 

Maybe you’ve heard about the Provincetown 
American Playwright Awards. What you might 
not know is that the award, established in 2017, is 
meant to embrace a rich legacy of playwriting in 
Provincetown. 

When we established the PAPAs we wanted to 
give the contemporary playwrights the opportunity 
to dip their toes in the water where their forebears 
created the American theater. What was born in 
Provincetown at the hands of writers like Eugene 
O'Neill would ultimately set the tone for a new 
kind of playwriting that would define our nation.

Five time Tony winner Terrance McNally, Pulitzer 
Prize recipients Paula Vogel and Doug Wright, 
and Charles Busch have all been honored as 
part of this growing legacy. In 2021 we added the 
Trailblazer Award, honoring emerging voices, for 
which Michael Jackson was our first recipient. 
Thanks to Ken Fulk, that special evening was held 
in the historic home of Mary Heaton Vorse, an 
instrumental figure for the Provincetown Players. 
In 1915 she gave this upstart group of actors, 
poets, and playwrights their lease for the Lewis 
Wharf, the location where they would perform 
that first season, which has come to be known 
as “the most important innovative moment in 
American theater.”

Who will be honored in 2022? Join us to find
out; see you at the PAPA’s!

A PLACE
OF

RESPITE
“When designing, we like to think about how 
to surprise the audience. This felt like a surprise 
because most people who come to the theater 
know it as just a parking lot. A lot of thought 
went into how it was designed to take care of 
the audience, the actors, and the neighbors. We 
wanted everyone to feel taken care of. When I 
think of everything last season, this was the thing 
that was the most satisfying. It helped make our 
season successful, which I’m so grateful for.”

“The establishment of this award and the hospitable weekend I spent on Cape Cod to receive it are proof that 
Provincetown hasn't forgotten its illustrious past. In fact, it's building on it, in new and remarkable ways.”

    -Doug Wright, 2021 PAPA Award Recipient             .  
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Attendees of Provincetown Theater’s 2021 season 
were greeted by a surprise when they arrived for the 
opening night of Bekah Brunsetter’s The Cake - a 
parking lot transformed into a secret garden, courtesy 
of designer and Provincetown resident Ellen Rosseau. 

In her own words: “When David Drake and I first 
started talking about it, we were in the middle of 
the lockdown and I knew I didn’t want it to feel like 
we were sitting in a parking lot. I really wanted it to 
be a place where we could feel like we could safely 
come back into community with each other. All of 
us had been by ourselves in one form or another, so 
I wanted it to feel like it was a place of respite. The 
community could come to this place and they could 
take a breath again, literally, and not be afraid to be 
together and be entertained in the process.”

And the “playhouse in the parking lot”, as we 
affectionately call it, wasn’t just important for our 
audience members. For many of our actors, this was 
their first stepping away from zoom performances 
to return to the stage with each other. 
 
“Because of the fear that people had been 
experiencing for so long, and because as theater 
makers we had been estranged from the thing 
that we do, the way we make community, it felt 
important that it be something that not only gave 
to the audience but that gave to us as theater 
makers, and that it was an environment that we felt 
comfortable making theater in. That we could be 
socially distant and still bring all of our gifts to bear, 
and that we could play with each other.”

Ellen’s design prowess is well regarded across Cape 
Cod. She has designed shows at Wellfleet Harbor 
Actors Theater, Peregrine Ensemble, and as part of 
the Provincetown Tennessee Williams Festival. But in 
recent years, Rousseau found a creative home as part 
of our growing community at Provincetown Theater, 
putting her creativity to work on our stage in shows 
such as Sweeney Todd, August: Osage County, and 
You Can’t Take It With You.



Our world has changed over the past two years. We’ve grieved. We’ve had to pause, and learn to pivot. 
And I believe we’ve grown.  All of which informs our exciting re-entrance into the arena of storytelling here 
at the Provincetown Theater. After a year online, and a summer outside, I’m eager to bring us back into 
our playhouse at 238 Bradford Street — and on the 20th anniversary of its founding!

With that in mind, we’re keeping our promise to continue presenting well-established,
impeccably crafted American plays for our community. This season I’m excited to announce that
we’ll be producing the re-premiere of Mae West's banned comedic melodrama The Drag as well
as the Cape Cod premieres of Stephen Karam’s Tony-winning Best Play of 2016, The Humans,
Robert Chesley’s 1986 boundary-breaking gay classic, Jerker, and Nia Vardalos's play adaptation of
Cheryl Strayed's bestseller, Tiny Beautiful Things.

But I am super excited that we’ll also be producing a brand-new play on our stage, nurtured
under the auspices of the Stephen Mindich Literary Project as part of our new play development
series, “Winter Play Dates.” Sarah Schulman’s rollickingly smart, gender-defying comedy
The Lady Hamlet, a play with big heart, deep curiosity, and serious laughs. And I’m honored to
bring it into the spotlight to re-invigorate the rich legacy of Provincetown as the birthplace of
American Theater.

See you at the show...
   David Drake,

Artistic Director

Thank you to the generous sponsors and donors who showed their support in 2021. Below are 
names of those who gave $100 or more last year; we owe a debt of gratitude to every single 

person who contributed to making our season a success!

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

Peter Petas & Ted Jones
Donald Vaughan & Lee Ridgway
Bernard Liu & James Gary
David Gural & Eric Cordes
Carolyn Collins & Dorothy Varon
Nancy Yuronis & Sheila Sheehan
Steve Nason & Paul Glover
Bruce & Sandra Mason
Rick May & Jeff Tagen
Gabby Hanna & Marcy Feller
Brian O'Malley & Andrea Sawyer
Jack Hornor & Ron Skinn
Dawn McCall & Gail Williams
Jonathan Murray & Harvey Reese
Angela Bonazinga & Cathy Lewis
Mark Phillips & Richard Salmon
David Wilson & Robert Compton
Fermin Rojas & Jay Kubesch
George Rogers & Patrick Watson
Jonathan Scott & Michael McGuill
Charles Roberts & Craig Combs
Kate Wallace Rogers
Yaitza Rivera-Jimenez
Rothenberg-Simmons
Jeffrey Trachtman
Samuel Sagenkahn
Cindy Rosenbaum
Sewell Whittemore

Michel Wallerstein
Christopher Hartley
Doug Wright
Jane & Jill 
Margarita Rudyak
Jack Hudson
Angelo Monaco
Berta Walker
Marian Peck
Victor DePoalo
Joanne Brode
Ralph Freidin
Russell Lopez
David Ketchum
Fred Ramos
David Shaw
Janice Lee
Tom Burke
Donna Ward
Richard McCarthy
Terrence Meck
Jan Lower
Chris Brady
Andrea Willette
Mike Syers
Daniel Silver
Alix Ritchie
Scott Pomfret
Annette Andruss
Romaine Macomb

Douglas Sills
William Hill
Zara Kilmurray
William Mullin
Maria Lopez
Laura Teodosio
David Panagore
Karen O'Connor
Robert Lohman
Kent Flandro
Mark Power
Tom Thurston
Jadah Carroll
Keith MacDonald
John Murphy
Anne Doolittle
Robert Colleran
Amantha Butler
Kenneth Flick
Jane Paradise
Richard Ferri
Brent Sudduth
Edward Dusek
Joseph Bolduc
Carol Bergen
Wulf Paulick
Gerald Cotter
Louis Mahr
Aaron Poirier
Cecile Smith

Julie Sloat
Elizabeth Cohn
Julia Glass
Ada Snider
David Colton
David Reisen
Heather Ferguson
Kalliope Chute
Debra Frantz
Ilene Burak
Steve Maler
Justin Charles
Alexis Moisand
Dennis Syracuse
Connie Tavanis
John F. Houton
Jane Corbin
Daniel Squire
Frank Maiellano
Carol Warshawsky
Lee Ellenberg
Susan Connors
Robert Paster
Steven Fossella
Mark Pimble
Janet Beattie
Barbara Benjamin
David W. Griffiths
William Shay
Donald Yasi

Scott Bennett
Sandra Wilson
Louis Jodry
Richard Penna
Sherry Medeiros
James Anderson
David Simpson
David Orsino
Jeff Dietrich
Michael Stone
Carole Monferdini
Albert Poland
Robert Colleran
Rikki Klieman
Patricia Pickering
Robert Sachs
Monica Mackey
Carol Magenau
Linette Dooley
Samuel West
Gabrielle Dauria
David Bannard
Stephen Mehrtens
Brendan ONeill
Jay Brown
Dwayne Brown
Laura Lenza
John Crane
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