
 
 
Dear SCA Member, 
  
Your Society continues to grow and serve the community of cardiovascular 
anesthesiologists through its commitment to education, leadership, research and member 
engagement. After months of work by members, we are excited to provide an overview of 5 
distinct amendments to the SCA Bylaws that will be sent to you, the SCA membership, for 
vote.  
 
The primary objective of these amendments is to more clearly define the roles of SCA 
members and leaders. These modifications come in response to a Presidential Task Force 
that recommended changes to make our society more inclusive. Additional changes aim to 
provide more clarity to the rules that govern our society function. These amendments are 
supported by the Board of Directors, and are summarized as follows: 
 

1. Limits to committee members and committee chairs serving on multiple 
committees.  -The SCA seeks to encourage participation on committees from a 
large group of members and not a select few. Language will clarify specifically which 
society groups are considered committees, excluding any limitation to participation 
on other collaborations such as special interest groups. Changes will also clarify 
what constitutes committee membership, for example, when an outsider from 
another group or organization works with a committee. 

2. Clarification that committee members must be society members in good 
standing. -This amendment fixes an internal conflict within the Bylaws to state there 
shall be no exceptions to this requirement. 

3. Decrease in quorum required at the Annual Business Meeting. -With many 
societal functions taking place virtually or electronically, attendance at the Annual 
Business Meeting, held during the Annual Meeting and Workshops, has declined 
substantially. Reducing this quorum ensures that this meeting can successfully take 
place, which is a requirement of our Society. 

4. Increase the length of membership required before Retired Membership 
designation is permitted. -The Bylaws Committee believes that a minimum of 10 
years of SCA membership is commensurate with the expected commitment to the 
Society prior to this membership status can be achieved.  

5. Clear definition of the role of our management company in the function of our 
Society. -With the SCA completing its first year working with a new management 



company, we take this opportunity to clearly state the responsibilities and authorities 
of the Executive Director and management company. 

 
The official amendments will be presented during the voting process. SCA Bylaws state that 
amendments shall be ratified by a majority vote of the voting members by electronic ballot. 
Voting will commence within 60 days from this notice, and an announcement will be made 
at that time. 
  
Thank you for your continued support and commitment to the specialty. 
 
Kind regards, 
  
 
Andrew Shaw, MB, FRCPC, FRCA, FFICM, MMHC 
SCA President 
 
Peter J. Neuburger, MD, FASE 
SCA Bylaws Chair 
  
Jim Pavletich, MHA, CAE 
SCA Executive Director 
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