
REGION VII VIRTUAL ACADEMY

ATTENDANCE POLICIES & GUIDELINES

The Code of Virginia’s policy on educational attendance (§22.1-254) applies for online
learning and compulsory school attendance is required by law. In the virtual learning
environment established by the Region VII Virtual Academy, attendance is defined as:

● Completing all online assignments for each course of study within the due dates
● Participating in required synchronous learning opportunities made available by

your instruction provider
● Submitting assignments appropriately through identified Learning Management

System within the due dates
● Reaching out to teachers as necessary regarding questions or concerns with class

expectations
Online instruction provider may set forth additional attendance expectations.

The following reasons are to be considered excused absences:
● ILLNESS - Requires parent, guardian or doctor explanation
● DEATH IN THE IMMEDIATE FAMILY
● RECOGNIZED RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS OR EVENTS
● REQUIRED COURT APPEARANCE
● APPROVED SCHOOL-RELATED ACTIVITIES
● EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES

Excused absences need to be communicated with online teachers.

Unexcused Absences
After five (5) unexcused absences, the Region VII Virtual Academy Executive
Director will communicate with the family to obtain a record of explanation regarding
unexcused absences. A formal letter will be sent to the parent or guardian reminding
them of the importance of good attendance and restating expectations defined in
this document.

After seven (7) unexcused absences, the Executive Director will contact the family to
set up a formal attendance meeting with the student, and parent or guardian to
develop a written plan and take action. A record of the meeting will be maintained. If
the parent or guardian refuses to attend or is uncooperative, the Executive Director
may request the student return to in-person learning environment at that time. All
documentation regarding attendance in the virtual setting will be shared with school
official(s).

In the event of another unexcused absence, the student will no longer be allowed to
participate in the Region VII Virtual Academy. Following formal notification to the family,
the student will return to in-person learning within the student’s division of residence.
All documentation regarding attendance will be shared with school official(s). The
school authority (principal or designee) reserves the right to enforce the compulsory
attendance policy by referring the case to the division designee for possible charges in
Juvenile Court when appropriate per §22.1-258.


