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October Update 

 

Normally, I think of Halloween as the end of the scariest month of the year. Our neighbor blows up a 

giant Jack Skellington that terrifies my daughter to start the month, and it ends with a festival of 

costumed extortionists demanding candy. I love it. But based on the questions folks are asking, 

October seems to be terrifying for another reason: the costs of college start to become real and 

seniors can get discouraged in their college searches by half-truths and scary advice. Let’s try to light 

up the room and dispel the shadows! 

Big scary thing #1: FAFSA. Don’t be scared. It’s a pretty straightforward process. FILL IT OUT. REALLY. 

Even if you think you will not “get anything.” While the Estimated Family Contribution (EFC) that it 

generates is will probably not be what you pay, completing FAFSA helps clarify what colleges will cost 

when you can communicate that number to a college’s financial aid office. It’s free, and if you wait 

until October 15th or so when the website stops being crashed by frantic helicopter parents, it will all 

be over in less than 30 minutes. Go get ‘em! 

Big scary thing #2: Colleges are facing deficits so they will not have money to give scholarships this 

year. According to the National Association of College and University Business Officers, private 

colleges offer incoming freshmen average discounts over 50% of the cost of tuition. During 

pandemic, with colleges now allowed to openly bid against each other for students, increasing 

competition for a shrinking number of US high school graduates and international applicant numbers 

falling, discount rates will rise significantly for the class of 2021. For recruited athletes, the NCAA has 

effectively suspended scholarship caps and other limits on discounting via “covid waivers” for 

continuing students. There are important caveats and strategic implications for individual college 

searches (so feel free to reach out and take advantage of our expertise), but in the current climate, 

the path forward is clear. 

Big scary thing #3: All the pandemic related deferrals and gap years it will make it harder for 2021 

grads to be accepted into their top choice colleges. After meetings with admissions directors at a 

wide variety of highly selective, popular schools, I can report these professionals were truly baffled by 

this idea. They are all looking at substantial remote-instruction-related “melt” that dwarfs any 

possible deferral number and EVERY college in America is looking at bringing in more students in 

2021 than they did in 2020. I wish I could share the shocked look on one admissions director’s face 

when asked about this. At least I can let you know that this is so unrealistic that it would be wise to 

question the expertise of any educator who is mentions this as a possibility. 

Big scary thing #4: I need an SAT or ACT score to get the biggest “merit” discount. The testing 

industry, with help from some friendly state governments, is still pushing this one. I address a lot of 

this in depth in our test optional explainer. As of October 2020, the big picture is that any school that 

has gone test optional in admissions is going to do the same with their discount programs. There are 

political implications to increasing test optional admissions in some states, so Florida and a few 

others are resisting, at least temporarily, removing testing requirements. The uncertainty makes the 

responsible, safe choice on testing difficult if you are targeting these schools or depending on a state 

grant that requires test scores (like Bright Futures), BUT it is worth remembering that it is still only 

October. These programs can stop requiring tests at any time, right up to May, with no real issues for 

themselves. I predict they will go test optional but it is NOT a certainty. 

https://collegeathleticadvisor.com/covid19faq/testoptional/


Big Opportunity Alert. You can reach out to colleges and coaches more effectively today than ever 

before. Using video and an effective communication plan, you can connect with coaches and 

increase your visibility more conveniently now than ever before. With Division 1 coaches restricted to 

campuses, live streaming your matches, posting thoughtfully planned and representative highlight 

videos, and personalized outreach from YOU are all more important than ever. Carpe Diem!  

As always, if you are looking for individualized or institutional consulting help, check out our services 

here! You can make an initial appointment through the link on our homepage! School counselors 

access our free resources, appointments and programs for school collaboration here. 

For more information, contact Dave Morris, College Counselor & CEO, College Athletic Advisor, 

dave@collegeathelticadvisor.com or phone: (719) 248-7994 
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