
                           
    

       

         
Aug. 19, 2020

Dear Parents, 

Shalom! I’m Leslie Millrod, the new principal of Temple Beth Emeth’s religious school. 

What a crazy time to take on this new responsibility! Like many educators,  I’ve spent my 

summer vacation taking virtual classes in an effort to become a better teacher, both in and 

out of the classroom. Last month, I completed two certificate programs: Jewish Education 

Technology and Jewish Education Director. Now, it’s time to tackle this new, exciting 

responsibility.

This year has been incredibly difficult for families everywhere. Some have lost jobs and 

some have lost homes. Some have suffered the most painful loss of all, the loss of loved 

ones. It’s been days, weeks and months full of challenges and tough decisions. 

Now, summer is drawing to a close, and we are all faced with making more important  

choices for our families. School districts across the nation are struggling to make the 

difficult choice between opening their doors or continuing virtual learning.  At TBE, we 

have struggled with making that same hard call.  

Over the past few weeks, I spoken with parents and teachers. Each has shared 

preferences, concerns and suggestions. One of the things I  heard over and over again was 

“we trust you to make the right call.”   There is now a plan in place that fulfills our 

highest goal, to give your children a meaningful and engaging Jewish education in a safe 

environment. Our new hybrid model, combining online and on-site learning, has been 

developed to provide the students with interesting, thought-provoking learning 



experiences while protecting the health and safety of our community. Stick with me, I 

think you'll LOVE this! 

The most exciting change is the introduction of an enhanced Hebrew learning program. 

Each student will receive online individual/small group lessons and access to Hebrew 

learning software. This will make it possible for out teachers to group students by the 

level of proficiency they demonstrate instead of automatically advancing by grade level. 

While this will reduce the number of hours students/teachers spend in direct contact 

with each other, this new model allows us to maintain the same number of instructional 

hours. Here’s the breakdown:

Students entering first and second grade (Sababa program) will be attending classes at 

our building on Tuesdays from 4:30-6 p.m. once a month beginning Oct. 13. Instructor: 

Diane Schwindt

Students entering the third through sixth grades (Alef-Dalet) will be attending classes at 

our building from 4:30-6 p.m. on Tuesdays beginning Oct. 6. They will be scheduled (by 

arrangement with instructor) for 40-minute online Hebrew classes and will have access to 

online Hebrew software. Instructors:  Mark Hersh, Leslie Millrod and Joan Perrin

Students entering seventh grade (Hay) will be attending classes in our building on 

Sundays from 9-11 a.m. beginning Oct. 4. Instructor: Drew Smoller

Students entering eighth and ninth grades (Confirmation) will be gathering twice a 

month for classes in our building on Tuesdays from 4:30-6:00 p.m.  Instructor: Rabbi 

Shalhevet

Students entering tenth through twelfth grades (Havurah) will be participating in 

monthly classes in our building on Tuesdays from 4:30-6 p.m. (Instructor: Rabbi 

Shalhevet)

While we are at our home at 52 Mount Sinai Avenue, we’re taking a number of steps 

designed to protect us all and ensure the continued health of our learning community. 



The most important one is assuring that no one, student or teacher, is allowed in the 

building if they are experiencing any COVID-like symptoms, have tested positive for the 

virus or have not completed a 14-day self-quarantine following any exposure to 

COVID-19. We are confident that everyone involved will take these important steps out of 

respect for the health and safety of everyone in our community. PLEASE, do not send 

your child to school if they are not feeling 100%. All our teachers will be following these 

same protocols. 

Other measures will be in place within our building including: the use of masks at all 

times, temperature checks, increased hand washing, social distancing and the regular use 

of sanitizing wipes on surfaces. Weather permitting, we will spend some or all of each 

class outside.

Over the next few weeks we will be cleaning the school and making all the necessary 

modifications to the classrooms to meet the new social distancing standards. To 

implement these modifications, the start of classes is being delayed until the week of Oct. 

4.  

If you have any questions, please reach out to Amy Schneider, our Education Chair, at 

631-476-9211 or to me, Leslie Millrod, our principal, at  631-338-3237.

I don’t think that anyone who knows me will be surprised that  I had planned a robust 

schedule of events for our 2020-2021 school year.  Amy and I will be reviewing and 

making changes to that schedule as needed for the safety and health of all of our students 

and teachers.

Thank you all for your patience. It’s taken longer than anticipated to design a program 

that respects the wishes and concerns of our community in this extraordinary time. I hope 

that your child will be part of this year’s adventure!

Be well, 

Leslie Millrod




