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WORSHIP NOTES 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning.  If you are looking for a church home we invite you 
to consider St. Paul’s.  
Prayer Requests If you have a prayer request, please give a note to the ushers or send an email 
to Pastor Lori. 
 
Face Masks Are optional however, we ask that you wear one if you are experiencing any 
respiratory symptoms. 
 
Entering the Sanctuary   Please seat yourself in the designated pews.  
 
Leaving the Sanctuary Worshippers will be dismissed from back to front.  Please remain in your 
seat until the ushers dismiss you. 
 
Holy Communion All are welcome to receive our Lord as he comes to us in Holy Communion.  
The method of reception for Communion today will be “Continuous Communion at the Rail”.  For 
those who for whatever reason are unable to drink the wine, glasses of grape juice are placed in 
the center of the tray.  Please let the pastor know if you would like gluten free bread.  Those who 
prefer not to commune may come forward for a blessing. 
 
Singing Hymns and Liturgy The congregation is welcome to sing the hymns.   
 
Pew Cushions Are available on the pew in front of the organ at the back of the sanctuary.  
 
Hearing Assistance Individual hearing devices are available at the back of the sanctuary.  Please 
do not remove them from the plastic bags.  Return the device at the end of worship so they can be 
sanitized.  Take the earpiece home with you to use each time you come to worship. 
 

Service music reprinted from ELW Liturgies CD-ROM, copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by 

permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 14997-LIT.) Narrative Liturgy – Clergy Stuff used by permission. 

 

 

 

The prelude is a time for people to become quiet, to meditate and pray, and to prepare their 
hearts and minds to worship God. In an effort to help us experience this important aspect of 
worship, the Worship and Music Committee has decided to shift the Prelude to after the 
Welcome.  
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You are invited to pray this Prayer Before Worship to help you transition 

from the cares and activities of daily life to worshipping the Living God.  

 

God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, 

and voices to sing your praise. Fill us with your Spirit, that we may 

celebrate your glory and worship you in spirit and truth, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

We Worship God 
 

Welcome 

 

Prelude      “Prelude in C”    by David N Johnson 

 

(Please stand in body or spirit) 

 

Call to Worship 

 

P:  We gather in God’s house,  

All:  A sanctuary that houses the earthly and the heavenly in one place.  

P:  In this house we hear the voice of God,  

All:  God, the creator,  

P:  Christ, the redeemer,  

All:  The Holy Spirit, who witnesses and testifies to Christ.  

P:  In this house we worship;  

All:  And we become witnesses to Christ. Amen. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness   

 

P:  In this earthly sanctuary, we confess our sins before God and one 

 another.  
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Pause for silence and reflection.  

P:  God of promise,  

All:  We worship you in this holy place and bring our offering of 

 confession and devotion to you. For the wrongs we have done, for 

 the people we have hurt, and for the good we have failed to do, 

 forgive us. Restore us to wholeness in you, and rejoice with us in 

 your holy sanctuary. Amen. 

 

Hymn:     Change My Heart, O God   #801 
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P:  In this holy house, God does rejoice in what we bring. Today our 

 sins are forgiven, and we are made new in Christ 

All: Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn:    All Are Welcome    #641 

 

Greeting 

 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All:  And also with you.  
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Hymn of Praise:  
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Prayer of the Day 

 

P:  Great High Priest, 

All:  you have given your own blood as a sacrifice for the purification of 

 spirit. Cleanse our spirits and welcome us into your heavenly 

 sanctuary. Amen. 
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(Please be seated) 

 

We Hear God’s Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

A:  Almighty God,  

All: Prepare our hearts, to accept your Word. Silence in us any voices 

 but your own, so that we may hear your Word and also do it; 

 through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Hebrews 9:1-14 

 

Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly 

sanctuary. For a tent was constructed, the first one, in which were the 

lampstand, the table, and the bread of the Presence; this is called the 

holy place. Behind the second curtain was a tent called the holy of 

holies. In it stood the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant 

overlaid on all sides with gold, in which there were a golden urn holding 

the manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablets of the 

covenant; above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy 

seat. Of these things we cannot speak now in detail. 

These preparations having thus been made, the priests go continually 

into the first tent to carry out their ritual duties, but only the high priest 

goes into the second, and he but once a year and not without taking the 

blood that he offers for himself and for the sins committed 

unintentionally by the people. By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the 

way into the sanctuary has not yet been disclosed as long as the first 

tent is still standing. This is a symbol of the present time, indicating that 

gifts and sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the conscience of the 
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worshiper but deal only with food and drink and various baptisms, 

regulations for the body imposed until the time comes to set things right. 

But when Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have 

come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with 

hands, that is, not of this creation), he entered once for all into the holy 

place, not with the blood of goats and calves but with his own blood, thus 

obtaining eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls and the 

sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer sanctifies those who have been defiled 

so that their flesh is purified, how much more will the blood of Christ, 

who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, 

purify our conscience from dead works to worship the living God! 

 

A: Word of God, Word of life. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 

Hymn:   Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  #512 

 

Sermon       Rev. Debra Johnson 

 

Hymn of the Day:   In Christ There Is No East or West  #650 

 

(Please rise in body or spirit) 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 

A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.  

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

 believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

 conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

 under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

 descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
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 ascended into heaven, he is seated at the  right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 

 Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

 forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

 everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

 

A:  Confident that God’s voice can be heard by all, and that God’s ears 

 will receive all that offer, we pray for the church, the world, and all 

 those in need.  

A brief silence.  

A:  Maker of earthly and heavenly sanctuaries, bring us to refuge and 

 rest in your house of worship. Make us hospitable hosts to all who 

 enter as guests, transforming us all into family. Lord, in your mercy,  

All:  Hear our prayer.  

A:  All creation plays a role in offering gifts to God. Make us thoughtful 

 and active stewards of all that you have made, so that all things 

 can continue to exist for your glory. Lord, in your mercy,  

All:  Hear our prayer.  

A:  As the summer comes to a close, and children and adults return to 

 their regular routines in schools and work, remind us daily to 

 awaken joyful and grateful for your presence. Lord, in your mercy,  

All:  Hear our prayer.  

A:  Grant healing and restoration to all who suffer, being ever mindful 

 of those who cannot or will not call out to you for help, (especially). 

 Lord, in your mercy,  

All:  Hear our prayer.  

A:  Bring this world together; a single earthly sanctuary where all 

 people may worship you in the ways you have taught them. Make 
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 all creation praise you in every corner of the world. Lord, in your 

 mercy,  

All:  Hear our prayer.  

Here other intercessions may be offered.  

A:  We lift up the saints who have gone on before us, who have shown 

 us with their words and deeds that we can help create sanctuary 

 for those in need. Lord, in your mercy,  

All:  Hear our prayer.  

P:  With gratitude for your ears and your heart, we humbly lift our 

 petitions before you today, in the name of Christ, our redeemer.  

All: Amen 

 

Sharing of Peace 

 

P: The Lord of peace give you peace at all times and in all ways. 

All: And also to you. 

 

Please turn to the people near you to offer a gesture of peace and the 

greeting, "God's peace be with you!"  You are also encouraged to turn to 

the back of the sanctuary and greet the worshippers on Zoom with a 

wave or gesture of peace. 

 

(Please be seated) 

 

Offering  

 

This month our Local Hunger Offering will be given to Lutheran Disaster 

Response. 

 

Offertory Music       
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(Please rise in body or spirit) 

 

Offertory Hymn  As Saints of Old (3rd Verse)   #695 

 

In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best today, 

To serve your cause and share your love with all along life’s way. 

O God, who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ your Son, 

Teach us to give ourselves each day until life’s work is done. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

 

A: Let us pray,  

All: Lord Jesus Christ, you gave your own flesh and blood as offerings 

 for the redemption of all humanity. Receive today the gifts we 

 gratefully return to you; signs of our appreciation for your great 

 sacrifice. Amen. 

 

We Share God’s Meal 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

P:   The Lord be with you.  

All: And also with you. 

P:   Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 

P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

 and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

 merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

 overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
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 opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs 

 of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

 praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

 glory.  In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached 

 out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

 poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  In the night in 

 which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

 thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 

 this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave  thanks, and gave it for 

 all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant  in my blood, shed 

 for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

 remembrance of me.  Remembering, therefore, his death, 

 resurrection, and ascension, we wait his coming in glory.  Pour out 

 upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

 share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our 
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 Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, 

 now and forever. 

All: Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  

All:   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

 

P:  Lord Jesus, your flesh and blood opened the door of the heavenly 

 sanctuary for all humanity. Bless now this bread and wine, signs of 

 your body and blood, given freely for the redemption of all. Amen. 

All:  Amen. 

  

(Please be seated) 
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Lamb of God 
 

 
 

Hymns During Communion: 

 

Alleluia, Sing to Jesus      #392 

Thine the Amen       #826 

Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me    #767 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 

All: Amen 

 

Prayer After Communion: 

 

A: O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, 

 the body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to 

 serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the 

 hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen 
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We Leave to Serve 
Announcements 

 

Benediction 

 

P:  God’s blessing be upon us as we leave and return changed to our 

 homes. May we strengthen and encourage one another in our 

 shared vision.  May the blessing of our adventurous Creator God go 

 with us. May the blessing of the Son, who showed us how to 

 live, re-shape us. And may the blessing of the dancing Spirit joyfully 

 enable us in our renewed living.  

All:  Amen. 

 
~ from Hope in God’s Future: Christian Discipleship in the Context of Climate Change Report &amp; Study Guide, Methodist Publishing 2009.  Posted on the Third 

Space website. http://third-space.org.uk/blog 

 

Sending Hymn:   What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine #774 

 

Sending 

 

A:   Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 

  

Postlude    “Lord, Revive Us”  by Gilbert M Martin 


