
  

 

 

 

 

 

       First Presbyterian Church of Sheridan, Wyoming 

Minutes of Regular Session Meeting  

                                                                     June 18, 2019 

 

 

The Session of First Presbyterian Church of Sheridan, Wyoming convened a regular meeting on 

Tuesday, June 18, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Westminster Fellowship Hall. Pastor Hayden, Interim 

Pastor, moderated the meeting.  

 

QUORUM 

Moderator: Pastor Paul Hayden 

Ex Officio: Dennis Heizer, Financial Manager 

Elders present:  Tina Anderson, Beth Bailey, Shelley Cundiff, Carol Davis, Howie Fitzpatrick, Judy 

Garber, Jeri Joy, Cheryl Kelsey, Beth Lenz, Kathy Lundberg, Linnet McGoodwin, Jean Morgen, 

Jerilea Phillips, Chris Smith, Kim Wells, and Teresa Williams 

Elders absent:   Doug Beagle, Brett Burtis, Doug Moore, Tod Windsor 

Others present:  Susan Smith, Clerk of Session  

WORSHIP 

Pastor Paul opened with his devotion on transitions: Death of Moses and passing the torch to 

Joshua.  

Moses was Israel’s leader for 40 years and Joshua his assistant. Then Moses died, the people 

mourned, and it was time to move forward. Spies had scoped out the Promised Land. But God 

had already laid out His plan to cross over Jordan and encouraged His people:  

Joshua 1:9:  

Be strong and courageous.  

Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged,  

for the Lord your God will be with you  

wherever you go.  

Predestination and the theology of Calvinism apply in the Book of Joshua as it does today with 

the First Presbyterian Church in Sheridan. Pastor Paul reminded us of this Scripture as God is 

preparing us to move forward:  

Ephesians 2:10:  



For we are God’s handiwork,  

created in Christ Jesus to do good works,  
which God prepared in advance for us to do.  

Pastor Paul closed with final thoughts:  

Hebrews 13:8:  

Jesus Christ is the same  

yesterday and today and forever.  

The Lord knows what is next. And we are to walk with Him and trust in Him.  

AGENDA  

The agenda was presented and accepted. A motion and a second were made and carried.  

CLERK’S REPORT 

The Clerk’s report and minutes of the last Session meeting were approved as printed. The 

Special Congregational Meeting and New Members Meeting were approved as corrected. A 

motion was made, seconded, and carried to accept them. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Dennis Heizer presented the financial reports and explained them. The May Balance Sheet 

reflects the following:  

 Total assets:                   $3,993,743.66 

 Total liabilities:          $112,413.90 

 Reserves (Retained Earnings):          $56,365.30 

The Treasurer’s Monthly Report was also received and reflected the following: 

 May Income:                                      $27,260.18 

 May Expense:                                     $27,719.01 

 May Net Loss:                                       -$458.83 

 YTD Net Gain:                                       $2,826.09 

We fell short of estimated May budget for income, and expenses were less than expected as 

well. Thus, overall there’s a small net loss for May, but still a net gain for the YTD.  

The financial reports were approved during the Budget and Finance Committee report. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Budget Finance & Stewardship    June 11, 2019 

Beth Bailey presented oral and written reports.  

Committee motioned to accept financial reports as presented. The motion was seconded, and 

the reports were accepted.  

Two more action items were brought up for a vote: 



FPC buy back of Carri Lee Hamstreet’s Columbarium niche for $425.00, the original 

purchase price, from special funds account, #2115.30. 

Amend the Session rules so the committee will handle repurchase of niches going 

forward. 

Motion was made, seconded, and carried.  

Session was given a copy of the new First Presbyterian Special Funds Guidelines (June 4, 2019). 

It outlined the committee’s policy to respect the wishes of the people’s specified gifts.  

Fellowship   June 11, 2019 

Jeri Joy presented oral and written reports.  

No Session action was requested.  

In addition to the activity summary, a desert potluck, a farewell gathering for Pastor Paul and 

Terri, will be held on June 29th at 6 p.m.  

Christian Education   June 11, 2019 

Judy Garber presented oral and written reports.  

No Session action was requested.  

In addition to scheduled activities, the Women’s study will be held at Perkins at 9:45 a.m.  

Properties   June 6, 2019 

Howie Fitzpatrick presented oral and written reports.  

No Session action was requested.  

White van was moved and flat tire fixed. New rock was purchased for landscape.  

Technical and Communications   June 8, 2019 

Chris Smith presented oral and written report.  

No Session action was requested.  

Of the three earset mics, one is currently working. Replacements cost about $400 per mic and 

normal life expectancy is 4 years. Hence there’s a need to budget their replacements. 

Committee will get feedback from new pastor before making any purchases.  

Second Sunday of July after the service, Kerek Ford will hold a class in EQ of audio channels in 

our sound system.  

Mission and Outreach   June 11, 2019 

Jerilea Phillips presented oral and written reports.  

Committee asked permission of Session to contact Mr. Gehrig Haberstock, the Red Cross 

Disaster Program Manager in Wyoming. The Red Cross would survey the FPC building to assess 

its qualifications as an emergency shelter. If approved, list the FPC building as a resource. 

Session motioned, seconded, and carried that action. 



Other info: No takers for food bags. For Nebraska mission, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) 

does not have a presence. 

Worship   June 1, 2019 

Linnet McGoodwin presented oral and written reports.  

No Session action was requested.  

Pulpit supply is filled for July. On July 28th, C.J. Clem and the Triennium attendees will speak. 

Biography of July speakers will be published in the newsletter.  

Looking to next year, one 9 a.m Sunday church service was suggested to start on Memorial Day. 

Yet input from new pastor will be considered first.   

Ongoing expenses that need to be budgeted: bells refurbished, pianos tuned, organ 

professionally cleaned.  

Fellowship hour will be hosted by Session the 5th Sunday of June.  

Membership and Evangelism   June 12, 2019 

Tina Anderson presented oral and written reports.  

No Session action was requested.  

Pew pads will be replaced by more-visitor-focused cards.  

Personnel   June 11, 2019 

Teresa Williams presented oral and written reports.  

No Session action was requested.  

Pastor Karl Heimbuck plans to make one-month mission trips to Africa every two to three years. 

So the current policy of a pastor’s sabbatical may be reworked (acceptable to the Presbyterian 

Terms of Call) and implemented in the Employee Handbook.  

C.J. Clem, Coordinator of Family and Youth Programs      June 2019 

CJ Clem had submitted a written report.  

Triennium week is scheduled for July 15-19. Since the co-leader left, C.J. stepped up as solo leader 

and will be in charge of the entire Presbytery of Wyoming. Jason Harshberger was asked to go as 

a chaperon.  

Pastor Paul’s Report   June 18, 2019    

Pastor Paul presented a written report of his 26 Month Summary as Interim Pastor, as well as 

his oral report. 

Jeri Joy will be the Rocky Mountain Synod Representative to the Presbyterian Women Meeting 

in New York. Though the Synod will pay most expenses, Session was asked if a special offering 

could be taken to defray other expenses not covered. Motion was made, seconded, and 

carried. 



Since there will be a leadership vacuum in July, there’s a need for a structure to address issues 

and resolve conflicts. Session appointed Doug Moore with assistance from Teresa Williams to 

be point of contact persons. Motion was made, seconded, and carried. 

In the sanctuary, Pastor Paul read his 26 month summary report to Session. Comments were 

made of the model transition: The transparency. Steps laid out and explained. How Paul set the 

stage. How God will work it out.  

Likewise, Paul related his final thoughts from his experience: those churches who wanted to die 

and those who wanted to live. And he urged us to reach out to the community.  

SESSION ADJOURNED  

After finishing with Pastor Paul’s final report, motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and 

carried. Paul prayed us out. The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.   

ATTEST: 

 

Susan K. Smith, Clerk of Session 


