
  

 

 

 

 

 

       First Presbyterian Church of Sheridan, Wyoming 

Minutes of Regular Session Meeting  

                                                                     December 18, 2018 

 

 

The Session of First Presbyterian Church of Sheridan, Wyoming convened a regular meeting on 

Tuesday, December 18, 2018 at 7:01 p.m. in the Westminster Fellowship Hall.  Pastor Hayden, 

Transition/Interim Pastor, moderated the meeting.  

 

QUORUM 

Moderator: Pastor Paul Hayden 

Ex Officio: Dennis Heizer, Financial Manager 

Elders present:  Doug Beagle, Jeri Joy, Loren Ruttinger, Tod Windsor, Kim Kozel, Doug Moore, 

Carla White, Carol Davis, Beth Bailey, Janis DeVore, Linnet McGoodwin, David Motsick, Ted 

Knapp, Teresa Williams, Jean Morgan, Kathy Lundberg, Judy Garber, Tina Anderson, Peggy 

Blaha, Gareth Dixon 

Elders absent:  Jim Lyon  

WORSHIP 

Pastor Paul opened the meeting with prayer.  He offered a reading and discussion of Luke 2:1-

20.  He asked us to identify with one of the persons described in the passages, and identify as to 

who we see as ourselves.  He posed the question to each, “Where do we fit?”  Many elders 

responded with interesting discussion as to whom they identified with as themselves. Paul also 

led a discussion on why we as elders oversee the life of the church. 

INTRODUCTION 

AGENDA  

The agenda was presented and accepted. A motion and a second was made and it carried.  

CLERK’S REPORT 

The Clerk’s report and minutes of the last Session meeting were approved as corrected.   

 

 



TREASURER’S REPORT 

Dennis Heizer, financial manager, presented the financial reports and explained them.  

The November Balance Sheet reflects the following:  

 Total assets:                 $3,839,970.76 

 Total liabilities:            85,534.92 

 Reserves (Retained Earnings):          37,707.61 

The Treasurer’s Monthly Report was also received and reflected the following: 

 November Income:                             23,378.44 

 November Expense:                                     25,738.06 

 November Net Loss:                                       - 2,359.62 

 YTD Net Loss:                                      - 3,765.15 

The financial reports were approved during the Budget and Finance Committee report below.  

Dennis also presented a final balanced budget for the year 2019 in the amount of $348,385.00 

and is further described in the Budget and Finance Report following. He reported that we will 

most likely end the year 2018 in a positive financial standing.   

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Budget Finance & Stewardship    December 11, 2018 

Oral and written reports were presented by Beth Bailey.  The final budget for 2019 was further 

discussed and reviewed by Beth and session members.  The budget is a balanced one with both 

income and expenses totaling $348,385.00. It was noted that we are taking a leap of faith with 

the budget total, as it is approximately $15,000.00 higher than the last five years budgets.  A 

number of things contribute to the need for a higher figure.  Once correction was noted.  The 

name of the account 5010.07 should be corrected to read “Coordinator of Family and Student 

Programs.”  

Session action requested:  

1. Committee motion to accept financial reports as presented.  The motion carried and the 

reports were accepted.  

Personnel    December 11, 2018 

Teresa Williams reported with an oral and written report.  No Session action was requested.  

She noted the office will be closed Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.  She reported employee 

reviews have been completed and given.  Christmas bonuses will be given to employees.  

 

 



Technical and Communications   December 11, 2018 

Ted Knapp presented an oral and written report. No Session action was requested.  Ted noted 

the committee is working to get a quote to finish configuring the switchboard and network 

project.  

Fellowship   December 11, 2018 

Kim Kozel reported.  No Session action was requested.  Please refer to the written committee 

report for detail on activities.  She reported the Trolley Ride was a great success with 34 people 

on board.  A Chili Cook-Off and silent auction will be held Jan 20thwith proceeds benefitting 

Triennium Youth.  Peggy Blaha mentioned we did no nursing home caroling this year, and asked 

that we consider it again for next year. 

Properties   December 1, 2018 

Doug Moore gave an oral and written report. No Session action was requested.  Doug brought 

session up to date on some needed repairs to the building in the spring.  Those include some 

woodpecker damage repair, some painting repairs, and others.  Pastor Paul indicated he wants 

to do a properties accrual assessment before he leaves as interim pastor. 

Membership and Evangelism   December 12, 2018 

Tina Anderson reported.  The following Session action was requested: 

1. Committee motion to remove the following names from the church rolls, as each 

member has entered the Church Triumphant:  

• Jean Walters 

• Jane Geise 

• Karen Warren 

Additionally, a request was made for a Certificate of Transfer for Arlis Wozniak to her new 

church in Oregon, as she has moved from our area.  The motion carried.  This now brings our 

official church membership count down to 295. This number will be reported on the Clerk’s 

Annual Report for per capita calculation.   

Mission and Outreach   December 11, 2018 

Peggy Blaha reported and referred to the written report.  No Session action was requested. She 

reported all books were delivered from the Angel Tree project. There is now a Just Coffee 

banner appearing on our website, along with its story.  She reported Triennium Youth have met 

the $2500 matching challenge.  

Worship   December 11, 2018 

Loren Ruttinger reported.  The following Session action was requested: 

1. Approved the following 2019 communion dates at 10 a.m. unless otherwise noted: 

• January 6th 

 



• February 3rd 

• March 3rd 

• April 18th (Maundy Thursday) 

• April 21st (Easter at both the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. services) 

• May 5th 

• June 2nd  

• July 7th 

• August 18th at Camp Story 

• September 1st 

• October 6th (World Communion Sunday) 

• November 3rd 

• December 1st 

• December 24th (Christmas Eve at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. services) 

The committee motion carried.  Loren reported the committee is considering the 5th Sundays of 

any month might be reserved for members 20-30 years old, to structure worship.  He also 

reported issues of piano tuning and splitting up the bell choir into two sections according to 

difficulty and skill level.  He reported a possible keyboard replacement due to some more keys 

which have gone bad.  He also passed around an usher list for signup for 2019.  

Christian Education   December 11, 2018  

Janis DeVore reported for the committee.  No Session action was requested.  She reported 

money from the raffle of the Motsick Family Wood Creations,  will go to Triennium Youth until 

their goals are met, and any remainder will go to Camp Story scholarships. She reported on 

Sunday School activities, and another teacher training coming soon. There will be a church wide 

study during Lent called “From Club to the Cross” which Pastor Paul co-wrote.  

Presbyterian Women     November 2018 

No report was presented. 

C.J. Clem, Coordinator of Family and Youth Programs   November/December 2018 

A written report was submitted by CJ.  The Triennium Youth held a Pancake Feed fundraiser in 

November and will be doing a Chili Cook Off and Silent Auction on January 20th.  She will have a 

New Year’s Lock-in for youth.  Confirmation Sunday will be April 28th with eight children and 

youth being confirmed.  A youth Christmas Program was held in December during worship.  

Pastor Paul’s Report     November 18th   to December 18th  

 

Pastor Paul presented an oral report.  He passed around a sign-up sheet for committee 

assignments for 2019 for each elder. He reported an uptick in counseling activities, hospital 

visits and likely life/pastoral events and commitments which may arise in the coming year. He 

reported many in our church family need assistance in many ways, and as a church, we should 

plan accordingly.  He asked that each of us help one another, and give love to all to make it a 

good year.  He reported 19 hospital visits during the month.  



Other Business 

 

    

REFLECTION and WORSHIP 

 

Pastor Paul closed with prayer, and asked for guidance and wisdom for the Pastor Nominating 

Committee as they continue work to hire a permanent pastor. Before adjourning into the 

sanctuary, we had cake provided by Pastor Paul, and celebrated the birthday of Carla White. 

She will be retiring as Clerk of Session as well. Pastor Paul led a discussion on what retiring 

session members may be doing for the church in the future.  He encouraged and asked that 

each one remain active and find their place to “shine.”  He asked that they not look at it as 

“retirement”, but a new beginning for something else where they can contribute their skills and 

expertise.  Additionally, he went around the circle of members, and asked all members to say 

something about the retiring member’s contribution and work for the church, as each took 

turns sitting in a special chair in the main area of the circle.  It was a very moving experience to 

hear the vast amount of work and contribution noted about each retiring member. It was a 

wonderful experience to see how peers view one another and their contributions.  The retiring 

elders are Peggy Blaha, Ted Knapp, Carla White, Janis DeVore, Kim Kozel and David Motsick.  

SESSION ADJOURNED  

A motion to adjourn was made, seconded and carried. The meeting adjourned at 9:06 pm.   

ATTEST: 

 

Carla J. White, Clerk of Session 


