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As I write this, covid-19 cases are once again on the rise nationally. Colleges are extending their 

pandemic plans, meaning we are looking at a full academic year of remote instruction, disrupted 

athletic seasons, and continuing budget challenges on American colleges and universities. Amid 

disruption, there is also opportunity! So even if we can not have the Thanksgiving we would like in 

pandemic, you can use these insights to find a college where you can thrive in the fall! 

Current academic achievement is important! The dirty secret of remote learning at the college level 

is that academic performance is FAR lower online than in person. It is not unusual for 30-50% of 

online students to fail a class – something I personally never saw happen in a traditional college 

class of under 100 students. High schools have had to implement remote or hybrid learning on the 

fly with students who are not self-selecting remote instruction because they prefer it. As a result, 

school counselors are reporting being overwhelmed trying to support students who have “checked 

out” or are simply not performing to their potential online. Do whatever you can to avoid this! 

Demand broadband and technical support from your school/district. Work with faculty to develop 

alternative plans, receive individual support, and do zoom calls standing up to stay engaged (install 

zoom on your phone so you can walk around if that helps you)! Your GPA is THE BEST PREDICTOR of 

academic success in college and you can maintain it in pandemic. Let’s fight that battle together! 

Don’t give up! 

Early Action/Early Decision vs. Regular Decision selectivity is turned on its head. Pandemic impact on 

2021 enrollment is at a strange moment. Most colleges have gone test optional/test blind and the 

holdouts, like the Florida system schools are looking at significant drops in applications (so expect 

them to follow suit and adopt test optional policies mid-cycle). But in the world of Early 

Decision/Early Action, with its high level of legacies, recruits, and full-pay candidates things are eerily 

“normal” if you ignore the endless angst about “do I submit” a test score to a test optional college 

(general rule: if your score is in the top 50% of past applicants for the school, or close to that 

number, submit).  

This is about to radically change. ED/EA candidates are disproportionately the “winners” in 

pandemic. Wealthy, well connected, folks whose lives were disrupted, but not economically impacted 

in this moment make up a lot of the early application pool and they are crowding each other out a 

little bit. In a flip from past years, it will be easier to get into most colleges in the “regular decision” 

round with the bonus of lower cost. We are getting reports from knowledgeable sources about 

colleges discounting 80% of tuition and more! With schools now allowed to poach candidates even 

after May 1, a global pandemic and a shocking drop in international enrollment, colleges are looking 

at larger classes and larger teams to grow enrollment and survive. This means lower costs and less 

(or no) debt for savvy college seekers. Remember finances are part of finding your 360º fit! 

National recruiting events are most likely going to continue to be non-starters. Right now, big events 

like Surf Cup have relocated and rescheduled – rather than Thanksgiving weekend in SoCal, it is 

scheduled for January in Phoenix. What are the odds it happens? It is hard to think Division 1 

coaches will be traveling at that time, and with cases rising and many associations restricting out of 

state travel it seems challenging. On the other hand, with the rise of sideline cameras and live 

streaming over cell phone networks, the opportunities to get seen by coaches you actually want to 



evaluate you has never been higher! The onus is on athletes and their families to reach out in 

targeted ways so coaches understand that live matches are available to watch (do not blindly 

depend on your DOC or club “college expert” person to do it all for you)! It is critical to provide 

coaches with materials just as you would at a tournament so that they can identify the players on the 

field and reach out. It is only an efficient use of a coach’s time if the video stream is part of an 

informational environment that allows them to reach out to the people they are assessing! 

Zoom fatigue is real. We are all tired of that one person who struggles to remember to mute their 

microphone, maybe our pandemic haircut is making us reluctant to turn the camera on, and does 

anyone really ENJOY staring at tiled pictures of their friends compared to actually hanging out in the 

office or after school? It may be tiring, you may have technical issues, whatever… do not let zoom 

fatigue prevent you from making that college fair or connecting with a coach. These folks are 

struggling to connect in our disrupted environment just like you are. Be creative, meet them 75% of 

the way and make things work remotely! The opportunity you create might be the one where you will 

thrive! 

Test optional/test blind is here to stay. Experts expect about 70% of colleges that adopted test 

optional policies on a temporary basis to make those policies permanent. There is simply not much 

incentive for colleges to go back to requiring standardized tests. That means there are a couple of 

important changes coming: 

• I expect the NCAA and NAIA will most likely drop their standardized testing requirements for 

initial eligibility. So, if you are looking at testing strictly from an athletic eligibility standpoint, it 

probably pays to hold off. 

• Most test optional schools get test scores from 50-70% of their applicants, so test optional 

(or even test blind) may not be the end of standardized testing. If you believe you can 

strengthen your application with a test score it may make sense to test once that option is 

safe again. 

• What about the two kids that are the same, but one has a 1600 on the SAT point? Sigh, what 

about the if two kids are “equal,” one has a 1600 and the other cured cancer? First, colleges 

admit more than one student. Most likely both kids or neither are getting in. Second, two kids 

are never “the same,” it just doesn’t happen that way. A strong test score certainly doesn’t 

hurt an application. But you could say the same thing about a meaningful research project or 

volunteer experience, what if instead of a test score a student was a volunteer contact tracer 

and developed a spreadsheet that helped them track infections in a particular zip code or 

regional cohort? 

Remember to make sure you are on track to 

satisfy NCAA core course requirements if you 

plan on competing in Division 1 or 2 (the 

scholarship divisions)!  

You probably won’t need a test score, but that 

makes your core course GPA even more 

critical! Follow our helpful chart, which is as 

simple as the NCAA’s requirements! Not sure if 

your courses are “core courses?” Ask your 

school counselor! 

 



 

As always, if you are looking for individualized or institutional consulting help, check out our services 

here! You can make an initial appointment through the link on our homepage! School counselors 

access our free resources, appointments and programs for school collaboration here. 

For more information, contact Dave Morris, College Counselor & CEO, College Athletic Advisor, 

dave@collegeathelticadvisor.com or phone: (719) 248-7994 
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