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AARCH Mission:

“Until the story of the hunt is 
told by the Lion, the tale of 

the hunt will always  
glorify the hunter. “ 

African Proverb 
Photo by Dawn Onley 

 AARCH is pleased and honored to 
announce that AARCH has been offered a 
site for the African American Heritage Center 
at 125 East All Saints Street in downtown 
Frederick, MD. 

 Over the past 17 years, AARCH has 
worked steadily toward our goal of establish-
ing an African American Heritage Center for 
Frederick County.  Our partnerships 
in the community have grown stronger each 
year, and have allowed us to share artifacts, 
exhibits, programs, and presentations with a 

diverse and broad audience.  With each passing year, our community has become increasingly 
engaged and responsive to the history and culture shared by AARCH. This year, with the sold-
out premier of our documentary film, The Tale of the Lion, at the Weinberg Center, we have 
seen an unparalleled outpouring of support and interest in AARCH’s work. The time is right for 
us to open the Heritage Center.  We have a lot of work to do to make this happen. 

 We hope to create far more than a traditional museum.  The Heritage Center will display 
documents and artifacts, and so much more, by providing a space to facilitate open conversa-
tion and discussion about critical issues of our past that continue to influence the way we live 
today.    

 In addition to serving as the AARCH home, the Heritage Center will house our collection 
of exhibits and artifacts, which convey some of the contributions and history of daily life for Afri-
can Americans in Frederick County. The Heritage Center will serve as a place for family and 
scholarly research, school field trips, college internships, presentations, film screenings, walking 
tours, and special events. It will be a space for learning about and openly discussing issues relat-
ed to African American culture, history, and experiences in Frederick County. 

 Building on 17 years of growth, outreach and community engagement, AARCH seeks to 
open doors for experiences that bring greater understanding about where we have come from 
historically, to encourage a better understanding about where we are today and where we want 
to go. While for centuries African American people in Frederick County faced slavery and segre-
gation, and continue to face the aftermath of those adversities, they have contributed in signifi-
cant ways to the same society that marginalized them. This story, as told by the people who 
have lived and are living it, and who carry the oral history of those who went before them, car-
ries incomparable value for both local residents and out-of-town visitors.   

 AARCH extends a special thanks to the City of Frederick for its generosity in making the 
Heritage Center possible, and invites all of our community to be a part of making it a reality.    

See commentary “The Dream was Never Deferred” on page 6 
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AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE CENTER 

COMING TO FREDERICK!!  

http://www.africarm.org/publications/lifestyle/proverbs/


 We are excited about establishing the AARCH African American Heritage Center in downtown Frederick, Md. After 17 
years of dedicated commitment and steadfastness, the vision of the late Mr. William O. Lee Jr. will finally be a reality. Through-
out those years, AARCH has developed many educational programs, presentations and displays to highlight the African American 
experience in Frederick County. These programs provide an opportunity to educate the public about the tremendous contribu-
tions they've made not only to this county, but to our country as well - much of which you will not find in our traditional history 
books. The screening of the documentary, Tale of the Lion, at the Weinberg Center brought our community together in a very 
unique and positive way. A sold out crowd had the opportunity to see history in truth, to acknowledge and learn from it. This mo-
mentum created opportunity to work in harmony with our overall mission. 
  AARCH extends a special thanks to the City of Frederick for its generosity in making the Heritage Center possible.  We 
will continue to work closely with our partners and invite the entire community to join us in this important journey.  
 
            David V. Key 

 Three 6th graders from West Frederick 
Middle School received the first annual AARCH 
award for the best Frederick County National History 
Day project focusing on local African American 
history. AARCH presented the award at the 
competition, held at Monocacy Middle School on 
March 2. The students created a website, "Slave 
Music," that looks at the origins of jazz in the music 
of enslaved people and includes an interview with 
Spyro Gyra musician Scott Ambush, who grew up in 
Frederick. They advanced to the state competition, 
which was held in May. 

 

 A sizable number of Frederick County residents and friends 
have been saving the first Wednesday of the month to attend “A 
Wider Lens: Film and the African American Experience” at the  
Delaplaine Center for the Arts.  The program’s format consists of 
viewing a film and then having meaningful and open conversations 
about what was shown.   
 The series kicked off in the fall with AARCH's "The Tale of the 
Lion." The documentary features interviews with Frederick County 
African American residents ages 90 years and older, who share their 
experiences of growing up, living, and working in the area. The 
interviews were by Barbara Thompson and the  film produced by 
Ingrid Palmquist, both AARCH Board  Members. 

 Subsequent screenings featured portions of  the award-
winning documentary film “Up From the Meadows: A History of Black 
Americans in Frederick County, Maryland.”  In the film, Chris Haugh, 
local historic researcher, writer and filmmaker, traces the history, 
achievements and struggles of African Americans in Frederick 
County. The last of the series was held in June.   

 A Wider Lens is on hiatus for the summer and will return in 
the fall. Check the AARCH website and Facebook page for 
information about the series! -  Beverly Ford 

PRESENTED BY AARCH 
In partnership with 

THE DELAPLAINE CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

Sarah Heald, AARCH Education Committee, and David Key, 
AARCH President presented award certificates and a copy of  
“Little Children Blow Your Trumpets: The Family History of Alice 
Frazier Bouldin” by Patricia Washington-Geddes to (pictured in 
front, left to right), Grace Ryan, Lucinda Slagle, and Ella Joseph.  
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 AARCH was awarded The Joy Reese Derr Award 
for Outstanding Museum-Community Relations by the 
Frederick Historic Sites Consortium at the Consortium’s 
Master Docents Series Workshops. Frederick Historic 
Sites Consortium is a program of the Tourism Council of 
Frederick County and a collaboration of nearly thirty 
museums, historic sites, and other partner organiza-
tions. The award is given only when the consortium 
identifies organizations offering exceptional programs 
to the community. 

Space does not allow us to highlight all of AARCH’s activities and pro-
grams held since the last newsletter. The following are additional ac-
tivities not found elsewhere in this issue of AARCH CONNECTION. We 
thank all those with whom we partnered and co-sponsored. We value 
these relationships! 

 Month long display of African-American schools and church-
es at Walkersville Public Library 

 Co- sponsor (with Frederick County Public Libraries) AARCH 
presentation of African-American schools and churches in 
Frederick County by Mary Harris at Walkersville Library 

 Public Readings by the Emerging Voices of African-American 
Writers of Frederick at Trinity United Methodist  Church 

 Co- sponsor (with Frederick County Public Libraries) presen-
tation of “In Carrie’s Footsteps” by Warren Dorsey at Thur-
mont Library 

 AARCH display at Museums at the mall 
 Co- sponsor (with Frederick County Public Libraries) 

“Growing up in Urbana” at Urbana Library 
 Co- sponsor (with Frederick County Public Libraries) presen-

tation of "Roots of Freedom: The Manumission Deeds of 
Frederick County" by Rick Smith at C.B, Artz Library 

 Clean-up of Laboring Sons Memorial Ground for city’s Bring 
a Broom event 

 AARCH presentation to Jack and Jill of America, Inc.,  West-
ern Maryland Chapter.  

 AARCH presentation to Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Frederick 

 Since the sold-out showing of the 
“Tale of the Lion” at the Weinberg Theatre 
last fall, AARCH has received numerous re-
quests for more screenings of this award-
winning documentary. The latest oppor-
tunity to view the film will take place Au-
gust 2 at Jackson Chapel United Methodist 
Church. 
 Since the premiere, the film has 
been shown in the following venues: 
 The Delaplaine Visual Arts Center (as the 

first in the series for “ A Wider Lens”) 
 The Frederick Historic Sites Consortium  

Master Docent Workshops 
 United Church of Evangelical Re-

formed United Church of Christ 

Pictured accepting the award are (back row) AARCH mem-
ber Di Creedon, Board members Barbara Thompson, Rose 
Chaney, Ingrid Palmquist, Nobel Harris, David Key and 
Beverly Ford. (front) Board member Mary Harris 
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 On April 27, 2019, Hopehill Cemetery on Park Mills 
Road  was the site of the 8th joint cemetery cleanup spon-
sored by AARCH and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints.  More than one hundred workers participated, 
including a large contingent of members of the nearby   
Hopehill Church. 

 Hope Hill (original name) Cemetery lies on the pre-
vious site of a mixed-race Methodist Episcopal Church, 
founded in the 1840s.  In 1869, the church trustees deeded 
the building and property to the new black trustees of the 

church.   The original church building is long gone, and the 
Hopehill United Methodist Church congregation now meets in a newer (1910) building about a mile west on Fingerboard Road, 
but the cemetery remains.  

 As recently as five years ago, the Hope Hill Cemetery was basically in good shape, with only a scattering of leaning or 
semi-buried tombstones.  Our before-cleanup survey, however, revealed more than a hundred tombstones in need of major 
work, with many toppled tombstones and broken headstones.  Clearly, the cemetery has been the site of repeated acts of 
senseless vandalism in recent years.  Lying alongside a busy secondary road, Hopehill Cemetery is an easy target for such mind-
less acts.  A public appeal for proper respect for all county cemeteries might help raise awareness that these are sacred spaces 
that should be protected, not desecrated. 

 After five hours of hard work, and a hearty lunch provided by AARCH and Hopehill church members, Hope Hill Cemetery 
now looks even better than it did in 2013 – another example of the wider community coming together to honor those who 
came before and to preserve their final resting place.  - Richard Smith, Cemetery Committee Chairperson 

  

THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR  
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE  

HOPEHILL CEMETERY CLEAN-UP 
 

Lowes: donation of the concrete 
Barrick Gravel: donation of the gravel 
Mick Mizell: donation of the wood and construction 
of the frames for all the bases. 
Brett Carpenter: use of his dump truck to make two 
trips to the Quarry to pick up gravel  
Harold Virgin:  use of two trucks to pick up and de-
liver the concrete. 
Sams Creek: donation of portable toilets 

African-American cemeteries are a unique resource. They not 
only represent the last resting place of black Americans, but 
they are also storehouses of African-American history. The 
graveyards and the grave decorations offer an unusual 
glimpse of a part of history that is rapidly disappearing. 
 
 AARCH is dedicated to cleaning and restoring two African 
American cemeteries each year. Our next cemetery clean-up 
will be Silver Hill cemetery in Mt. Pleasant on September 21, 
2019.  Please contact us at aarchsociety@gmail.com  if you 
wish to volunteer at a future cemetery cleanup. 
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Annual Symposium of the Maryland Association of Historic District  
Commissions Includes African American History Tour 

 In May, AARCH offered a walking tour of Frederic's historic African American area to participants of the annual 
Maryland Association of Historic District Commissions (MAHDC) symposium. Held in Frederick, this year's symposium marked 
the 40th anniversary of MAHDC's founding, which occurred in Frederick in 1979. MAHDC provides advocacy, training, and 
program support to Maryland's historic preservation commissions and local governments. Sessions followed this year's theme, 
"Looking Back, Looking Forward: Considering Maryland's Historic District Legacy and Future," addressing new stories and the 
challenges and demands posed by a changing climate. 

 AARCH was invited to attend the symposium as a 
guest and partner organization and to have a display in 
the exhibition hall. 

  AARCH offered the tour at the end of the 
symposium, highlighting first-hand stories and an 
authentic interpretation of the African American 
experience in Frederick. 

NOTE: AARCH tours differ from other tours 
offered in Frederick as they are led by guides who 
actually lived in the area and whose families have 
deep connections to the city and county. Their 
stories add a unique, true and enlightening  
interpretation of the African American experience 
in Frederick. Free group tours are offered 
periodically and by request. 

Contact AARCH for more information at  
aarchsociety@gmail.com  

 

AARCH board member 
and tour guide,  

Gerald Palm, shared 
stories of Mullinix Park 

(above) and  
Asbury United Meth-

odist Church (left)   

 Congratulations to AARCH board member and historian, Mary 
V. Harris, who was honored in March at the  second “Celebrate Resilient 
Women Breakfast” at All Saints Episcopal Church.  

 The program  highlighted nominated women who embody the 
truest meaning of resilience: how they face life's challenges with 
fierceness, determination, and strength, and how they inspire others. 
Mary - a motivational force for the AARCH board - certainly fits this 
description! 
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The Dream Was Never Deferred 
Commentary by Barbara Thompson 

 “Whatever happens to a dream deferred?  Does it dry 
up like a raisin in the sun?”  These words by Langston Hughes, 
an African-American poet, a social activist, playwright and nov-
elist still resonates today. His poem, The Negro Speaks of Rivers 
was first published in 1926.  Each time I read his poetry I am 
reminded of Bill Lee, a man with a dream: a vision of a museum 
that one day would celebrate the countless contributions of African 
Americans in Frederick County. 

  Bill Lee’s dream was never deferred.  A charter member 
of AARCH, he began the process of creating a nonprofit organi-
zation whose mission was to share, disseminate, display and 
teach local African American history.  His vision evolved into 
plans of opening a space where the public would have the op-
portunity to learn, embrace and appreciate often little-known 
contributions by the Black community.  Born in 1928 into a seg-
regated society, Bill Lee dedicated his life to education and pub-
lic service.  In his book, Bill Lee Remembers:  A Chronicle of 
Twentieth Century Black Life in Frederick, MD, he documented 
and shared personal memories and facts that will be referenced 
for years to come.  Bill Lee’s dream is now an evolving reality, 
with AARCH being awarded a space by the City of Frederick to 
open a Heritage Center.  The Center will partner with the Fred-
erick community as a beacon of knowledge and pride that cele-
brates our history.  In 1923 Langston Hughes wrote:   

“The night is beautiful 
So are the faces of my people 

The stars are beautiful 
So are the eyes of my people 

Beautiful, also the sun 
Beautiful, also, are the souls of my people” 

When the ribbon is cut at the grand opening of the AARCH Her-
itage Center, no doubt the souls of Bill Lee and others who laid 
the foundation will rejoice with pride and delight.  

Come celebrate with us! AARCH’s 2nd Gala will be 
a festive celebration as we anticipate the opening 
of the African American Heritage Center.  This 
year’s sponsorships of the Gala will kick off our 
Heritage Center Capital Campaign that will raise 
funds for all that is needed to establish a state of 
the art center.  

Please visit our web-site (www.AARCHsociety.org)
for sponsorship information.  

We appreciate all the community interest and sup-
port we have received and  can’t wait to celebrate 
with all of you! 
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 The African Methodist Episcopal Church, usually called the A.M.E. Church or AME, is a predominantly African-
American Methodist denomination? It is the first independent Protestant denomination to be founded by Black 
people. 

 In 1862, President Lincoln received the first group of Blacks to confer with a U.S. president on a matter of public 
policy? He urged Blacks to emigrate to Africa or Central America and was bitterly criticized by Northern Blacks . 

  Slaves shared their centuries-old tradition of inoculation practiced in Africa, extracting material from an infect-
ed person and scratching it into the skin of an uninfected person, making them immune? This traditional African 
practice was used to inoculate American soldiers during the Revolutionary War and introduced the concept of 
inoculation to the United States.   

 Hattie McDaniel, the first African American to win an Oscar, wasn’t allowed to attend Gone With the Wind's na-
tional premiere.  

 Otis Boykin invented the electronic control devices for guided missiles, IBM computers and pacemakers?  

 Fredericktonians Nicholas Edward Leakins, Barney Waters, Charles Palm, Webster Luby,  Ebbie Brown, Byron 
Ross and Walter Gray served with the 320th Anti-Aircraft Artillery Balloon Barrage Battalion, an all-Black unit 
trained for the Invasion of Normandy, France, to aid in the Allied liberation of Europe?1 The only Black combat 
unit to take part in the D-Day invasions, the 320th was responsible for protecting Omaha Beach, one of five 
landing areas during the invasion, and the American aircraft responsible for bringing reinforcements and sup-
plies to the troops.  They employed barrage balloons against enemy aircraft.  Henry Parham, 97, of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, (also with the 320th Anti-Aircraft Artillery Balloon Barrage Battalion) is one of the last surviving 
African American D-Day combat veterans.  In June 2013, at the French embassy's 69th D-day anniversary celebration 
in Washington, D.C., the French honored Parham by naming him a "Chevalier" of the Legion of Honor--one of the highest 
distinctions in France--for his dedication and service in World War II.  A second ceremony took place in Normany where 
five other D-day veterans received the same honor.2 

 

 1Memories of Frederick Over on the Other Side, Joy Onley 
2New Pittsburgh Courier.   

AARCH is seeking histories and photographs of veterans from  
Frederick County, Maryland, who served in any war or conflict.  

 
Know a little-known fact about Frederick County’s African American history? 

 
Contact us at aarchsociety@gmail.com. 

https://newpittsburghcourier.com/2013/05/22/parham-to-accept-highest-french-honor-for-wwii/


Help preserve Frederick County’s  
African American History 

Your AARCH Society membership will enable us to provide programs and other initiatives to fulfill our mission to 
identify, collect, preserve, exhibit, and disseminate the history and culture of African Americans in Frederick County 

to provide an understanding of how the past shapes and enriches the present and the future for all citizens.  
 

  Please check circle that applies 
  ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP - $10 

  Annual membership is active for the calendar year  
beginning January 1st.  

  ___ New Member      ___ Renewal 
  LIFE MEMBERSHIP - $100 
Membership is active for life.  

  I WISH TO JOIN “FRIENDS OF AARCH” 
      Friends of AARCH are individuals who are willing to be  
contacted to volunteer to help on an AARCH committee  

or AARCH sponsored event.   
Send completed application and payment to 

AARCH Society 
P.O. Box 3903 - Frederick, MD 21705 

or join online at 
www.aarchsociety.org 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization; All gifts and contributions are 100% deductible to the 

extent allowed by law. 

 

AARCH Society 

P.O. Box 3903 

Frederick, MD 21705 

STAMP 


