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AARCH Mission:

Bringing Keys Chapel Cemetery and History Back to Life
On the evening of Friday June 23rd, the roar of chainsaws drowned out the thunder of a
passing storm in Keys Chapel Cemetery. The joint cleanup project between members of the Church of
Latter Day Saints, AARCH and Strawbridge Church got underway early as the chainsaw crew labored
into the dark to down trees in advance of the Saturday cleanup event.
Bright and early Saturday morning the cleanup started in earnest. Cary Wider performed a
native American purification ritual and its scent of burning white sage lingered in the air through the
early hours. Piles of branches and logs from the night before were removed, then crews went to work
hacking back brush and repairing tombstones.
Early in the day, a father and his children
discovered a stone bearing the inscription, “Old
Field School House 1919.” This appears to be the
cornerstone for the Keys Chapel Schoolhouse that
stood on the road about 200 yards from the
cemetery.
The first schoolhouse/church was
located there according to its 1871 deed and the
school officially closed in 1935 due to low
enrollment. The building was moved to New Market
in 1939 (described then as “practically new”). The Old Field School cornerstone exhibits a rather
complicated history; initially, it clearly was the base of a tombstone. In 1919 it was reused as the
cornerstone for the (rebuilt?) schoolhouse. But, in addition to the school inscription, the stone also
bears the crudely carved names of C.C. and E.R (or R.E.) Fisher. From obituaries in the Fred. News
noting burials in Keys Chapel Cemetery, we find that these individuals were Charles C. Fisher (18831940) and his wife Emeline Rebecca Fisher (1883-1930). Charles C. Fisher was the son of James A.
Fisher, Sr. (1844-1833), a trustee of Keys Chapel Church in 1883.
About mid-morning, a large tombstone was found to be tumbled down in the midst of a huge
bramble thicket. After much effort the thicket was removed and the tombstone of Lewis Brown
(“Father; Lewis Brown; Died 5/6/1918; Aged 73”) was restored. As of yet, little is known about this
individual. Possibly he is the 1880 husband of Jennie Brown, and the father of a daughter, Rebecca,
who just happens to be the same age as the above noted Emeline Rebecca Fisher.
A noontime lunch prepared by the women of the Latter Day Saints
and Strawbridge churches, with water provided by Bonnie Key and dessert
from Alice Key, provided much needed sustenance and an opportunity to
renew old acquaintances and meet new friends. The portable potty was
donated by Sam’s Creek. Beyond the important work of preserving our
historic sites, these cleanup projects demonstrate in a graphic way that we
live in a community of good and caring folks.
Late in the day, when almost all had completed their work and
headed for home, an AARCH member stopped to look upon her earlier work
clearing and restoring Lewis Brown’s tombstone. Her t-shirt says it all –
“Pay it Forward.” That could easily be the motto of all of those who
selflessly gave of their time and energy this day to honor those who came
before us and now lie in the historic Keys Chapel Cemetery in the
community of Oldfields. - Richard Smith
Mr. Maceo Hallman
NOTE: The Clean-up of Keys Chapel Cemetery is the third African American Cemetery Restoration project for
AARCH. Another clean-up is scheduled for the Spring. A story about another African American Cemetery can be
found on page 3.
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Hello everyone!
As a seventy four year old native of Frederick County, (and proud of both I might add,) I've seen my share of changes along the way. I grew up and still
live in the same farm house one mile outside of Urbana. Back then, my playground stretched from Hopehill to Flinthill to Centerville. I actually sat on the
Parks Mill Road bridge watching Rt. 270 being built. Centerville , where many of my friends and schoolmates lived, is now flanked by the Villages of Urbana
development.
My dad worked more than forty years on the Monocacy Farms, which is now the Worthington Golf Course , and he worked part-time at the Peter Pan
Inn (which is now an Auto Zone, fast food and CVS ). As a kid, I worked for Mrs. Pickering’s Antique shop, (now a real estate firm). I mowed grass for the
Fosters, which later became the Turning Point Inn (no longer in existence).
I mention these things to point out how quickly things change and are forgotten. This is why AARCH's involvement and concern for African American history is so important and vital. As we drive around the county, many of the old African American schools, churches and cemeteries my generation remember
are closed, overgrown or gone completely. These places, and the people involved with them, hold so much history and insight into our past and more importantly could provide us with a clearer understanding and path to the future for generations to come. We owe it to those generations before us , to tell
their stories and continue working toward making this a better place for all people. We thank you for your support and encourage you to share your family's
stories and history with us. Also we continue to work toward our dream of opening an African American museum highlighting the African American experience in Frederick County.

Thanks,

David Key



Carroll County was created in 1837 from parts of Baltimore
and Frederick counties. Carroll and Frederick counties
have some common history



Basil Biggs, a free African American born in Maryland in
1819, was hired to disinter Civil War soldiers’ bodies from
temporary battlefield graves after the battles of
Gettysburg. He was paid $1.25 per body to dig them up,
put them in coffins and bury them in the National
Cemetery there



Dr. Ulysses Grant Bourne was the founder of the
Maryland Negro Medical Society in 1931. He also opened a
movie theater on All Saints St. because Blacks were not
allowed to attend the Frederick theaters.



At the final battle for Richmond in April 1865, Jesse
Downey and Ignatius Dorsey, two landowners from
Frederick County serving in the Confederate 1 st Maryland
Regiment, faced their former slaves John Williams and
Lewis Wineberry, soldiers in the United States Colored
Troops (USCT).



Alice Palmer Freeman, from Frederick, was a housekeeper
for Eleanor Roosevelt (who insisted the White House staff
be African Americans.)



The Colored Anti-saloon League of Frederick was formed
in 1913 “to foster temperance among members of the
colored race”. John Bruner, supervisor of colored schools
was elected President.
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Baltimore: A National Nominating Convention City
Before the Civil War, Baltimore was a favorite city for
conventions of both major parties. The Democratic conventions were
held there six times between 1832 and 1852. In 1856, it was held in
Cincinnati. In 1860 the convention was held in Charleston where “a
debacle over the slavery issue” caused a divide in the Democratic
party.
They returned to Baltimore for the 1864 and 1868
conventions. The National Republican Party and a few other
opposing parties met in Baltimore from 1832 to 1860, missing only 3
years, 1840, 1848 and 1856.
At that time in our history, Baltimore was considered the best
location for a national convention. Its accessibility was its best asset.
Macadamized roads made land travel by coaches swifter and easier.
The National Road (route 40) from Baltimore through Frederick
County, was opened to Wheeling, West Virginia by 1819 and to
Columbus, Ohio by 1833. The “canal building craze” made some
inland places more accessible. Railroad building began its heyday
during that time.
The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad began
construction in 1828. Baltimore was also an important seaport. This
made it easily accessible for the delegates from the seaboard states.
The location was good in a political sense, also. The city was in a
border slave state, close to the Mason Dixon line and was often
considered as neutral. Baltimore was also near the nation’s capital,
Washington D. C. Its early rail system connected the two cities. This
made it a favorite host city for the lawmakers and officeholders from
the capital.
In 1843 Congress appropriated funds to construct a telegraph line
connecting Washington and Baltimore. At the convention in 1844,
Samuel F. B. Morse, inventor, transmitted the results from the
convention to Washington D. C.
Sources: MD Historical Magazine, Vol67, No. 3, Fall 1972: Baltimore: “As a
Nominating Convention City”, Eugene H. Roseboom, en.m.wikipedia.org
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Bartonsville Community Cemetery
The Bartonsville Community Cemetery is probably little known outside the families whose ancestors lie buried there.
Located in the New Market District of Frederick County, Maryland, the once predominantly black hamlet was named for one
of its residents, Greensburg Barton. According to documents and grave markers, the community was settled in the early
1800’s and was inhabited by free men and former slaves.
Bartonsville no longer bears a resemblance to the community residents who toiled in the fields and worked at low
skilled and service jobs. There are no longer tennis courts, a dance hall, a lodge hall or a community marching band. Over the
years, families have passed on or moved to other locales. Today there remain few relatives of the original
residents.

According to research done by William “Bert” Hill, Jr., there is no history available prior to the
cemetery’s deed, dated August 26, 1867, which stated it was for the purpose of a community school house
and burial ground. The ancient deed also mentions, in one of the early transfers of title, the use of the
property for a church. The title stipulated use of the property “by the colored people of Bartonsville.”
Consequently, until the mid-1970’s, the cemetery was known as the Bartonsville Colored Cemetery. Hill
writes that “It is not known exactly when burials were first made or the date the school was constructed. …It
is known, however, that Bartonsville resident Charles Butcher fought in the Civil War, according to his
marker. Older folks in the community years ago often talked about slaves and soldiers of both the
Revolutionary and Civil Wars being buried in the cemetery.” Some markers show birth dates as early as
the first decade of the 19th Century. Folks today may trace their heritage from names of the original
trustees and others that appeared on the original deed: Cato Adams, John Bowen, John Waters, Cyrus
Bowen, Michael Diggs, Isaac Edwards, William Dorsey, Charles Butcher, John W. Skinner, William R.
Walker, Mary A. Walker, Joseph G. Miller and Sarah Miller.
As a result of neglect and lack of management, the community rallied in the early 1970’s to
clean up the cemetery and to establish a formal organization. The first trustees were W. Bertron Hill, Jr.
(president); William L Bowie (vice president); Edna B. Dykes , dec., (treasurer); Charlotte B. Davis, dec., (secretary); Beatrice
B. Jackson, dec., (financial secretary) and Bessie R. Diggs, (dec.) and Alice D. Hill,(dec.) . Despite the hard work and dedication
of this group and families of the interred, the current leaders of the cemetery are “aging out” and face lagging financial
support in maintaining and preserving this historical burial ground. Burials continue to take place as most family plots have
unused space. - Beverly Ford (Excerpts from a grant application prepared by William “Bert” Hill, Jr.)

Note: A number of villages founded by Negroes, including some who had been slaves, were established in Frederick County during
the latter part of the 19th century. Not long before the Civil War, Greensberry Barton, a man emancipated from slavery, bought a
parcel of land in the New Market district. Others acquired land nearby and the Bartonsville community was born. Other early settlers
included William Orange Brooks, also formerly enslaved, and John Thomas, who purchased several acres nearby. Little is known
about Thomas, but he and his wife Ellen Cromwell have 300-400 descendants today who hold annual reunions. Members of the
community formed a Methodist congregation in 1878 and built Jackson Chapel in 1883. They established St. James African Methodist
Episcopal Church in 1883. Three small grocery stores and, in 1934, a full-service gas station (the first outside of the city of Frederick)
served local residents. The Working Men’s Society, later reorganized as a chapter of the fraternal organization, Galilean Fishermen,
served one another and the community. From the 1910s through the 1930s and beyond, Bartonsville was famous for its music.
Around 1915, men there formed the Bartonsville Cornet Band and were often invited to perform around the county. The Galilean
Fishermen built a meeting hall at the corner of Bartonsville and Tobery Road and held weekly dances there that attracted people
countywide. Popular bands included the Nighthawks and the Iantha Orchestra. Among Bartonsville’s most famous residents was the
late Lester Bowie - trumpeter, jazz legend, and 93rd inductee in the Down Beat Hall of Fame. - Excerpt from Journey Through Hallowed Ground
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“Elderly men and
women in the village
are books of history
and wisdom.”
- African Proverb

DO YOU KNOW A FREDERICK

COUNTY AFRICAN AMERICAN
SENIOR 90 YEARS OLD OR
OLDER WHO IS NOT ON OUR
CURRENT LIST OF LIVING
TREASURES?

Please contact Barbara Thompson at
301-694-9754 or
barbara.thompson8106@comcast.net



Bill Lee Remembers by William O. Lee, Jr.



Dear O’ Faithful Lincoln by Joy Onley



Memories of Frederick—Over On The Other Side by Joy Onley



The Town of New Market Along the Old National Road by Kathleen Snowden



History of the African American School by Kathleen Snowden



History of the African American Church by Kathleen Snowden

ALSO


The Living Treasures Cookbook, an AARCH publication, featuring recipes of African Americans
90 years and older
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Each year AARCH holds the “Living Treasures” event, honoring Frederick County African Americans who are 90+ years of age. Additionally
we recognize and honor our “Treasured Angels”, those that have passed on to their spiritual home. Family members of our “Angels” are
invited to the event as we remember and acknowledge their loved ones talents, contributions and sacrifices during their lifetime. This past
year, 4 of our Living Treasures have become Treasured Angels. Their lives were full of distinct, prideful principles as they navigated life
challenges and trials.

Clara “Sophie” Butler (8/20 1925 - 3/30/2016) became a new Living Treasure just last year. She was born in Libertytown, MD
- the daughter of the late Rachel Butler. Fifteen years after her birth she moved to Frederick and attended Lincoln School where
she graduated in 1942. A member of Silver Hill UMC and Mt Pleasant UMC, her love of family was paramount during her life, as was
her favorite hobby of reading. She worked for the Lough family for 70 years, spanning 3 generations who valued her work ethic and
caring spirit. Even after retirement she continued to maintain a close bond with the family. Additionally, she worked as a custodian
for Frederick County Public Schools. When asked her key to longevity, Clara simply gave praise to her Lord and Savior.

Alice Davis (10/1/1925 - 12/13/2015) was yet another new Living Treasure, inducted at last year’s event. Born in Bartonsville, MD
to parents George Washington and Elizabeth Diggs Brown, Alice graduated from Lincoln School. She married the late Boisy Davis Jr.
Her children, Sterling Brown, Wayne Brown, Velma Davis-Hayes and Pastor Joan Hall collectively gave her 5 grandchildren and 10
great grandchildren. Alice was a domestic worker, worked as an assembler for Air Pac for 25 years, then retired in 1985. Her favorite
hobby was sewing. A member of Jackson Chapel until 1965, she subsequently joined Sugar Loaf, participated on the Board of
Trustees, sang in the church choir and served as an usher. Alice attributed her longevity to not drinking or smoking and how she lived
a simple stress free life.

Florence Elizabeth Morris (2/20/1923 - (5/12/2016) Born to parents Emma Bruce and Charles Henry Ambush, Elizabeth’s life
presence enriched many in the Frederick community. Elizabeth had resided in Richmond, VA for the last 5 years of her life. Elizabeth
loved to play pinochle and scrabble and was known for her proficient word skills. She was an avid reader of literature of all types. In
fact, at the age of 16 Elizabeth was fired from her first job as a domestic for choosing a book instead of her work. She was quite the
historian in her family, cutting, clipping and saving articles from newspapers, which she shared with her children. She was married to
the late Clifford O. Morris and previously married to the late Fred E. White. Elizabeth traveled extensively after her first husband
passed, however she loved to return to Frederick and her place of worship, Asbury Methodist Church. Honoring her Ambush roots,
she often searched for other Ambushes in her travels, searching telephone books and obituaries. In 1956 she received an award of
Outstanding Performance for her work as a Medical Biology Technician at Fort Detrick. Elizabeth’s adult children, Edwina
Westbrook, Fred E. White, K. Michael White and stepchildren Joan Jones, Pearl Roberts, Clifford Morris and Larry Morris will forever
cherish her memory, along with extended family members and many friends.

Kathleen Williams (1/6/1914 - 6/6/2016) of Emmitsburg, MD, passed to her spirit home at the age of 102. Born to parents
William Henry and Marie Frances Butler Richardson, Kathleen became a well known resident in the Emmitsburg community. She
married the late Martin Williams and became parents of Lois, Mary, Patrick, Martin, Richard and Marie. Her adult children graced
her with 10 grandchildren, 11 great grandchildren and many nieces and nephews. She was a member of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
in Emmitsburg and a cook for numerous years at St. Josephs High School and St. Joseph’s Church Rectory. An exceptional cook, her
family and friends enjoyed her great baking skills, especially her apple pies. Kathleen was often sought out to share her life story
growing up in the community of Emmitsburg. Many articles were written in various publications about her journey. Though
declining health placed her at St. Joseph’s Ministries, her family assisted with her attendance at the Living Treasures Banquet last
October.
Our Treasured Angels are an integral piece of AARCH’s sharing and maintaining the significance of those who lead amazing
lives. Family centered, strong, hard working, faith filled and resilient – these words simply begin to describe these Treasured Angels .
They will forever be an example for the rest of us as we navigate through our own life journey. Rest in eternal peace Alice Davis,
Clara “Sophie” Butler, Elizabeth Morris and Kathleen Williams. Your legacies will live in our hearts forever. - Barbara Thompson
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Help preserve Frederick County’s
African American History
Your AARCH Society membership will enable us to provide programs and other initiatives to fulfill our mission to
identify, collect, preserve, exhibit, and disseminate the history and culture of African Americans in Frederick County
to provide an understanding of how the past shapes and enriches the present and the future for all citizens.

Please check circle that applies
 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP - $10
Annual membership is active for the
calendar year beginning January 1st.
___ New Member

___ Renewal

 LIFE MEMBERSHIP - $100
Membership is active for life.



I WISH TO JOIN “FRIENDS OF AARCH”

Send completed application and payment to
501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization; All gifts and contributions are 100% deductible to the
extent allowed by law.

AARCH Society

AARCH Society
P.O. Box 3903

Frederick, MD 21705

STAMP

