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The Evolving Face of Surveying 
 
Today, land surveyors are in high demand in both 
the private sector and in government organizations. 
While on the job, there is the ability to work on a  
variety of different projects assisting engineers and 
contractors on job sites. However, it is interesting to 
note that an industry that was once male-dominated 
is currently changing with an increasing number of 
women joining the surveying workforce.  Brittany 
Brown is one of those women.   
 
Brittany’s passion for surveying developed in high 
school. With a love of science and math she knew 
working in this field would fit the bill. Norman Brown, 
her father and fellow surveyor, would take Brittany 
along to the office to catch a glimpse of a day in  
the life of an engineer. It was during her required 
courses at college that she fell in love with surveying. 
The ability to be outside in the field working on projects with cutting edge technology really jumped out at her. 
 
After graduating from Merrimack College with a Bachelors of Science degree in Civil Engineering she joined the  
Bayside Engineering team in Woburn.  Working in the structural engineering department, she splits her time between 
performing bridge ratings & inspections and acting as an instrument operator. Many times she finds herself surveying 
roadway projects that have just completed the approval process. Some days she is performing residential surveys and 
other days she is performing detail surveys for roadway or bridge construction projects. Still other days she finds herself 
escorting heavy overload truck moves around the Bay State.  
 
When asked about her favorite part of the job, she notes, “Every week is different. Either I’m in the office crunching 
numbers or out at a job site surveying or participating in a truck move. It’s wonderful.” 
 
The field of surveying has long experienced a gender gap but Brittany says that she is seeing more and more women 
out in the field and at industry events. She was accustomed to seeing only a few women during her first few socials but 
now she is not only seeing more female representation, but also younger women and new female leadership. “It’s great 
that young women are pursuing surveying as a career. There’s a definite need for us.” 
 
One of the most interesting aspects of her job is witnessing the evolution of technology. Things are more efficient. “To 
see the changes in surveying equipment over the past few years has been an exciting experience. From computers and 
robotics to droids, it makes our jobs much easier.” 
 
When asked what she would say to a young female looking to pursue surveying and engineering as a career she  
responded, “Why not! It’s so much fun. You never know what you’re going to do from one day to the next. And you’re 
going to love it.” 
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