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April 16, 2020 

Dear Members of the Minnesota Senate, 

We write in support of SF3125 which ensures coverage for routine care costs for individuals enrolled in 
an approved clinical trial for Medical Assistance (MA) enrollees. As organizations that value patient 
access to clinical trials, we strongly support passage of this legislation, which would ensure that Medical 
Assistance enrollees have the option of enrolling in an approved clinical trial that could result in life-
saving or life-improving treatment. 

Clinical trials often provide the best, and sometimes only, treatment option for patients with life 
threatening diseases or conditions. Without coverage, Minnesotans on MA lose the opportunity to try 
treatments through clinical trials, which may help them survive or improve their quality of life. 



One in five Minnesotans use Medical Assistance, which is the only major payer that is not required by 
state law to cover routine costs for clinical trials. This coverage is already in place for Medicare patients 
and for those with private health insurance in Minnesota. This disparity is unacceptable. Clinical trial 
access should be available to all Minnesotans regardless of age or income. 

Routine care costs are for treatments a patient receives regardless of if they are enrolled in a clinical 
trial. Because Medical Assistance already covers routine care costs for patients who do not enroll in 
clinical trials, we anticipate that this will have no impact on the MA state budget. Thirteen other states 
and the District of Columbia, including our neighbor to the south, Iowa, have made clinical trial access a 
reality for their Medicaid populations. Minnesota should be the next state to join them. 

Additionally, increasing access to clinical trials improves the quality of medical research. This change 
would open clinical trial enrollment to those on MA and would make the recruitment pool of study 
participants more diverse. A more diverse group of study participants means a better chance that new 
treatments will work for a greater number of Minnesotans. By improving new treatments, passage of 
this bill will benefit this generation and those to come in Minnesota. 

This seemingly small legislative change will have a meaningful impact on Minnesota’s MA population. 
Not only will we give patients what could be their only access to a treatment or cure, we will continue to 
lead the nation in medical innovations and research. We ask for your support for this important bill. 

 

 Sincerely,  

American Cancer Society Cancer Action 
Network (ACS CAN) 

American Heart Association 

Association for Clinical Oncology 

Be The Match/National Marrow Donor Program 

Breath of Hope Lung Foundation 

Cancer Health Equity Network 

Colon Cancer Coalition 

Gillette Children’s 

Hennepin Healthcare 

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 

Mayo Clinic 

Medical Alley Association 

Metro-Minnesota Community Oncology 
Research Consortium 

Minnesota Cancer Clinical Trials Network 

Minnesota Medical Association 

Minnesota Oncology 

Minnesota Ovarian Cancer Alliance 

Minnesota Public Health Association 

Minnesota Society of Clinical Oncology 

Sanford Health 

This is Medicaid 



 

 
 
March 3, 2020 
 
Representative Rena Moran  
Chair, House Health & Human Services Policy Committee 
575 State Office Building 100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd 
Saint Paul, MN 55155 
 
Chair Moran and Esteemed Committee Members,  
 
On behalf of the Medical Alley Association and its more than 650 members that make up Minnesota’s 
health innovation and care industry, I am writing in support of House File 3026, authored by 
Representative Alice Mann, which ensures access to clinical trials for individuals on medical assistance.   
 
As the global epicenter of health innovation and care, Minnesota is home to a world-class health 
technology and care ecosystem that is accelerating the evolution of healthcare by improving patient 
outcomes in a variety of ways. Patients are living longer, healthier lives, thanks to new medical devices, 
gene therapies, advances in digital health and personalized medicine that were created because our 
members work constantly to increase access across the state and improve outcomes in less invasive and 
more cost-effective ways. 
 
Minnesota is positioned as a global leader in health research. We have the experts to lead the 
development of better and more accessible treatments and cures. Critical developments in treatment 
like cancer do not happen without clinical trials. Participants in cancer clinical trials often do not reflect 
the broader population diagnosed with cancer. The elderly, minorities, those with lower incomes and 
those living outside of the metro area tend to be underrepresented in clinical trials. We cannot hold our 
position as a global leader without expanding access to more patients to develop stronger research 
through a more diverse population that will help increases the efficacy of new and emerging treatments. 
A more diverse group of study participants means a better chance that new treatments will work for a 
greater number of Minnesotans.  
 
The Medical Alley Association strongly urges the committee to pass House File 3026, which removes 
barriers for patients on medical assistance and allows them to participate in clinical trials, so they do not 
have to choose between access to health care benefits and participating in clinical trials for much-
needed treatments. Passage of this bill will benefit this generation and those to come in Minnesota. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 

Bobby Patrick VI 
Vice President of Strategic Growth and Policy 
Medical Alley Association 

https://medicalalley.org/


 

April 25, 2020 
 
Senator Roger Chamberlain 
Chair, Senate Taxes Committee 
3225 Minnesota Senate Building 
95 University Avenue W. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 

Representative Paul Marquart 
Chair, House Taxes Committee 
597 State Office Building 
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 

Commissioner Cynthia Bauerly 
Minnesota Department of Revenue 
600 Robert St. 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
Chair Chamberlain, Chair Marquart, and Commissioner Bauerly: 
 
On behalf of the Medical Alley Association, thank you for the continued leadership you are providing 
during these uncertain times. I’m writing today to urge your consideration of several measures designed 
to ensure that patients in Minnesota, and across the country, do not face a shortage in medical 
technology in the coming months. We cannot afford to have the production of current medical 
products, nor the development of new innovations, significantly curtailed as a consequence of this crisis. 
 
The health technology and care industry is one of the largest and strongest in our state. It employs more 
than 500,000 Minnesotans and has an economic impact on the state exceeding $60 billion. Now, not 
unlike other industries, the health technology and care industry is facing an uncertain future.  Many 
manufacturers have seen the market for their product significantly decline due to restrictions on 
elective surgeries. Startup and emerging companies, despite otherwise strong fundamentals, are seeing 
investment capital stay on the sidelines as investors wait for a clearer picture as the pandemic 
continues. The result is reduced salary and hours, furloughs, and layoffs for employees, with patients 
suffering from needed medical technology being unavailable or a promising new therapy not reaching 
the market. 
 
Below are some items we urge you to adopt to help mitigate the consequences of this pandemic on 
employers and employees in this critical industry: 
 

- Fund the Angel Tax Credit Program: We are grateful for the recent proposal by Senator 
Chamberlain to remove the sunset on the Angel Tax Credit Program (ATCP). This will result 
in $10 million in credits becoming available every year moving forward beginning in Tax Year 
2020. This program is key to unlocking investment in health technology startups at a time 
when valuable capital is sitting on the sideline. Further, the ATCP has been a key part of 
launching several companies that are now helping to combat COVID-19 and will continue to 
help seed those that can help battle the next challenge we face.  

- Make First Tier of R&D Credit Refundable: Immediately making the first tier of the Research 
& Development Credit refundable for Tax Year 2019. This would provide startup and 
emerging companies with immediate cash flow to continue paying employees and investing 
in the hard work that is the lifeblood of their company and produces the next, great 
innovation in health technology. Consider extending this tax treatment for future years as 



well, to incentivize these entrepreneurs to continue expanding investments in their 
companies as we begin to fully grapple with the economic fallout from this crisis. 

- Conformity to Federal Equipment Expensing: Fully conform to Section 179 Expensing and 
Bonus Depreciation rules to allow companies to immediately access capital that they 
otherwise would have to claim over five years, due to a quirk in Minnesota’s tax law. 

- Delay Tax Payments: Adopt another proposal from Senator Chamberlain delaying the 
payment of the State General Levy portion of property taxes to provide additional short 
term flexibility in managing issues brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
Additionally, we ask that you take action to ensure that employers receiving funds through the federal 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) – and meet the requirements for loan forgiveness – are not 
penalized for doing so through the state tax code. Similarly, employers should not suffer a state penalty 
for providing paid sick and paid family and medical leave through the Families First Coronavirus Act. 

 
We are grateful for your consideration of these items that would serve as an important tool for health 
technology and care companies of all sizes that employ thousands of Minnesotans and invest heavily in 
their communities, to maintain viability during these difficult and uncertain times. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 

 
Bobby Patrick, VI 
Vice President, Strategic Growth and Policy 
Medical Alley Association 
 
cc: Senator Ann H. Rest, Ranking Minority Member, Senate Taxes Committee 
Representative Greg Davids, Minority Lead, House Taxes Committee 
Emily Lefholz, Policy Advisor – Public Safety, Judiciary, and Taxes, Office of Governor Tim Walz and Lt. 
Governor Peggy Flanagan 
Darielle Dannen, Government Relations Director, Dept. of Employment and Economic Development 
Brian Steinhoff, Committee Administrator, Senate Taxes Committee 
Nathan Jesson, Committee Administrator, House Taxes Committee 
Joanna Bayers, Legislative Director, Minnesota Department of Revenue 
 



 

 

March 9, 2020  
 
Honorable Tim Walz 
Governor, State of Minnesota 
130 State Capitol  
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 
 

Re: Funding for the Angel Tax Credit Program in 2020 Supplemental Budget Proposal  
  
Governor Walz, 
  
We, the undersigned organizations, are writing to urge you to include funding for the Angel Tax 
Credit Program (ATCP) in your 2020 supplemental budget proposal and to offer our full support 
in getting this proposal passed and signed into law this year. 
 
With your leadership and support in 2019, the ATCP was reinstated and funded at $10 million 
for both 2019 and 2021. The demand for this program was immediately evident, as available 
credits for 2019 were exhausted in just over five months. Without any funding for the ATCP in 
2020, however, innovative entrepreneurs throughout the state will be without a valuable tool 
for growing and expanding their businesses. Given the likely headwinds they will face this year 
because of global health events and their resulting economic effects, entrepreneurs will need 
the state’s support now more than ever. 
 
The ATCP has broad support from a wide range of industries, many of which we represent, 
including agriculture, clean technology, high tech, and healthcare. Catalyzing over $450 million 
in investment to 430 Minnesota startups and emerging companies since its inception in 2010, 
the ATCP helps entrepreneurs from around the state access capital to start and grow their 
business in Minnesota. With half of the program’s funding targeted towards minority-, women-, 
or veteran-owned businesses, or those business located in Greater Minnesota, the ATCP 
provides a benefit to the entire state. 
 
Further, nearly half of all states have program similar to the ATCP, including regional 
competitors such as Illinois and Wisconsin. The stability of the program is paramount to 
demonstrating consistent support for entrepreneurs and ensuring they choose Minnesota as 
the place to found and grow their innovative companies.  
 
Your Administration has been a strong and vocal supporter of the need for the state to support 
Minnesota’s burgeoning startup ecosystem. Pared with reinstating the ATCP, the creation of 
Launch Minnesota was a strong signal to entrepreneurs and investors in Minnesota and across 
the country that our state government understands the importance of startups to the health 
and vitality of Minnesota’s economy. Providing funding for the ATCP in its current “gap year” 
would be yet another indicator that when looking for a place to set-up your innovative 
business, there’s no better place than Minnesota. 
 



 

 

Once again, thank you for your past support of the Angel Tax Credit Program, and we urge you 
to include funding for it in your 2020 supplemental budget proposal. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

cc: Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan  
Steve Grove, Commissioner, Department of Employment & Economic Development 
Cynthia Bauerly, Commissioner, Department of Revenue 
Myron Frans, Commissioner, Minnesota Management and Budget 
 
 
 
 



 

March 9, 2020  
 
Senator Paul E. Gazelka 
Majority Leader 
Minnesota State Senate 
3113 Minnesota Senate Bldg.  
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 
 
Senator Michelle R. Benson 
Chair, Senate Health and Human 
Services Finance and Policy 
3109 Minnesota Senate Bldg.  
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 

Senator Jeremy R. Miller  
President of the Senate 
Minnesota State Senate 
3107 Minnesota Senate Bldg.  
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 
 
Senator Roger C. Chamberlain 
Chair, Senate Taxes Committee  
3225 Minnesota Senate Bldg.  
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 
 

  
Re: Support for 2020 Angel Tax Credit Program Funding  
  
Senators Gazelka, Miller, Benson, and Chamberlain,  
  
We, the undersigned organizations, are writing to thank you for including funding for the Angel Tax 
Credit Program (ATCP) in your proposed tax plan for the 2020 legislative session and to offer our full 
support in getting this funding signed into law this year. 
 
The ATCP has broad support from across a number of industries, many of which we represent, including 
agriculture, clean technology, high tech, and healthcare. Catalyzing over $450 million in investment to 
430 Minnesota startups and emerging companies since its inception in 2010, the ATCP helps 
entrepreneurs from around the state access capital to start and grow their business in Minnesota. With 
half of the program’s funding targeted toward minority-, women-, or veteran-owned businesses or 
those located in Greater Minnesota, the ATCP provides a benefit to the entire state.  
 
We are grateful as well for your leadership in passing legislation that reinstated and funded the ATCP for 
2019 and 2021; we are hopeful that the funding proposed in your tax plan will help fill in the gap year of 
2020 and provide certainty to entrepreneurs throughout the state that this program will be accessible. 
Further, since nearly half of all states have program similar to the ATCP – including regional competitors 
such as Illinois and Wisconsin – its stability is paramount to ensuring entrepreneurs choose Minnesota 
as the place to found and grow their innovative companies.  
 
Thank you again for including funding for the Angel Tax Credit Program in your proposed tax plan for the 
2020 legislative session. Our organizations stand ready to make sure this funding becomes a reality. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

March 9, 2020  
 
Representative Melissa Hortman  
Speaker of the House 
Minnesota House of Representatives 
463 State Office Building 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 
 
Representative Liz Olson 
Majority Whip 
Minnesota House of Representatives 
471 State Office Building 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 

Representative Ryan Winkler  
Majority Leader 
Minnesota House of Representatives 
459 State Office Building  
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 
 
Representative Paul Marquart  
Chair, Taxes Committee  
Minnesota House of Representatives 
597 State Office Building 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 

  
Re: Support for 2020 Angel Tax Credit Program Funding  
  
Representatives Hortman, Winkler, Olson, and Marquart,  
  
We, the undersigned organizations, are writing to urge you to include funding for the Angel Tax Credit 
Program (ATCP) as part of your 2020 budget targets and to offer our full support in getting this proposal 
passed and signed into law this year. 
 
With your leadership and support in 2019, the ATCP was reinstated and funded at $10 million for both 
2019 and 2021. The demand for this program was immediately evident, as available credits for 2019 
were exhausted in just over five months. Without any funding for the ATCP in 2020, however, innovative 
entrepreneurs throughout the state will be without a valuable tool for growing and expanding their 
businesses. Given the likely headwinds they will face this year because of global health events and their 
resulting economic effects, entrepreneurs will need the state’s support now more than ever. 
 
The ATCP has broad support from a wide range of industries, many of which we represent, including 
agriculture, clean technology, high tech, and healthcare. Catalyzing over $450 million in investment to 
430 Minnesota startups and emerging companies since its inception in 2010, the ATCP helps 
entrepreneurs from around the state access capital to start and grow their business in Minnesota. With 
half of the program’s funding targeted towards minority-, women-, or veteran-owned businesses, or 
those business located in Greater Minnesota, the ATCP provides a benefit to the entire state. 
 
Further, nearly half of all states have program similar to the ATCP, including regional competitors such 
as Illinois and Wisconsin. The stability of the program is paramount to demonstrating consistent support 
for entrepreneurs and ensuring they choose Minnesota as the place to found and grow their innovative 
companies.  
 
Your Administration has been a strong and vocal supporter of the need for the state to support 
Minnesota’s burgeoning startup ecosystem. Pared with reinstating the ATCP, the creation of Launch 
Minnesota was a strong signal to entrepreneurs and investors in Minnesota and across the country that 
our state government understands the importance of startups to the health and vitality of Minnesota’s 
economy. Providing funding for the ATCP in its current “gap year” would be yet another indicator that 
when looking for a place to set-up your innovative business, there’s no better place than Minnesota. 
 
Once again, thank you for your past support of the Angel Tax Credit Program, and we urge you to 
include funding for it in your 2020 budget targets. 



 

 
Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
cc: Representative Lyndon Carlson, Chair, House Ways & Means Committee



 

For Immediate Release: Thursday, April 16th, 2020 

MAA Praises Senate Action Towards Eliminating Angel Tax Credit Sunset Clause 
 

Minneapolis, MN - The Medical Alley Association praises the actions of Senator Roger 
Chamberlain and the Minnesota Senate Taxes Committee for moving towards eliminating the 
sunset clause of the Angel Tax Credit Program.  
 
“The Angel Tax Credit program has proven critical for the success of innovators in Minnesota, 
who have used it to create life-saving innovations, as well as to combat COVID-19,” said Shaye 
Mandle, President and CEO of the Medical Alley Association. “This step towards eliminating the 
sunset clause on the Angel Tax Credit Program will continue to secure Minnesota’s place as the 
global epicenter of health innovation and care.” Mandle said.  
 
Last legislative session, the ATCP was reinstated with $10 million in funding for each of Tax 
Years 2019 and 2021, with no funding for 2020. The demand for the program was immediately 
evident, as available credits for 2019 were exhausted in just over five months. Without any 
funding for the ATCP in 2020, however, innovative entrepreneurs throughout the state will be 
without a valuable tool for growing and expanding their businesses. 
 
Recipients of the ATCP have used their funding to launch companies that are bringing cutting-
edge innovations and technologies to the world. For example, Geneticure, a personalized 
medicine company, uses an individual’s genetics to help guide their specific treatment, as well 
as Chanl Health, which created virtual cardiac rehabilitation programs to reduce the number of 
cardiac patients not receiving their recommended treatments.  
 
The recipients are also using their companies to help combat COVID-19. Clinician Nexus, a 2017 
beneficiary of the ATCP, teamed up with MN CovidSitters to support frontline workers in 
Minnesota who need help managing their household while serving patients. POPs Diabetes 
Care now offers their virtual coach Mina, normally only for owners, free to every diabetic 
during the COVID-19 crisis. Zipnosis, a Minneapolis-based virtual care company, is helping 
providers respond to the rise of virtual care, and LogicStream Health, a 2017 beneficiary of the 
ATCP, is redirecting resources to address drug supply shortages resulting from COVID-19. 
 
The Medical Alley Association looks forward to continuing to work with legislators towards 
removing the sunset clause for the ATCP and securing the program for Minnesota’s future 
innovators.  
 



About the Medical Alley Association 

Founded in 1984, the Medical Alley Association supports and advances the global leadership of 
Medical Alley’s healthcare industry, and its connectivity around the world. MAA delivers the 
collective influence, intelligence and interactions that support Medical Alley.  

www.medicalalley.org 

### 



 
March 17, 2020  
 

Representative Mary Murphy 
Chair, House Capital Investment Committee   
343 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155  
 

Senator David Senjem  
Chair, Senate Capital Investment Committee  
3401 Minnesota Senate Bldg.  
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Subject:  Medical Alley Association Support for funding Runway Safety Improvements at Rochester 
International Airport  
  
Chair Murphy and Chair Senjem; 
  
On behalf of the Medical Alley Association and its more than 600 members that make up Minnesota’s 
health technology and care industry, we are writing to support funding for the Runway Safety 
Improvements at Rochester International Airport (RST).  
 
Rochester International Airport (RST) is an important local asset with a global impact. Rochester, 
Minnesota spawned the world-renowned Mayo Clinic, home to those leading the way in life science 
discoveries and health care innovations. Patients from all over the world fly in and out of RST to receive 
world-renowned care.   
 
However, this vital asset requires runway safety improvements in the near-term. RST has two main 
runways, both of which are nearing the end of their useful life. The main runway requires construction 
and the supporting runway is without comparable capabilities. To ensure Mayo Clinic is able to continue 
to support incoming patients, we must address the critical needs at RST.  
 
RST provides indispensable infrastructure to elevate this region as the global epicenter of health 
innovation and care. RST provides access to the Destination Medical Center (DMC), a robust 20-year 
$5.6 billion economic development initiative designed to position Minnesota as a global center for the 
highest quality medical care and to generate high-value jobs, new tax revenue, and businesses. RST 
transports critical medical supplies, specimens, and samples across the globe. Strengthening this supply 
chain will help maintain Minnesota’s leadership position, as on a typical weekday 25,000 specimens 
arrive via air at RST.  
 
Improving RST advances access to care and strengthens Minnesota’s stronghold as a leader in health 
innovation. For these reasons, the Medical Alley Association is in strong support of funding for runway 
safety improvements at RST.  
 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 

 
Bobby Patrick, VI  
Vice President of Strategic Growth and Policy  
Medical Alley Association  



 
March 17, 2020  
 

Representative Mary Murphy 
Chair, House Capital Investment Committee   
343 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155  
 

Senator David Senjem  
Chair, Senate Capital Investment Committee  
3401 Minnesota Senate Bldg.  
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Subject:  Medical Alley Association Support for Highway 610 Extension Project 
  
Chair Murphy and Chair Senjem; 
  
On behalf of the Medical Alley Association and its more than 600 members that make up Minnesota’s 
health technology and care industry, we are writing to support the Highway 610 Extension Project.  
 
The health technology and care industry has a strong presence along Highway 610. The enterprises that 
have grown around Highway 610 range from champions in health technology and biopharmaceuticals, 
to emerging biotechnology and digital health companies. These firms rely on high quality transportation 
networks not only to move their life-saving products and supplies, but to get their employees to and 
from work, their children to school, and their families to various recreational activities. Addressing 
safety, access, and capacity issues in the Highway 610 project will aid the health technology and care 
industry, which translates to economic growth for Minnesota.  
 
The city of Maple Grove and their business partners have a proven track record of providing 
transportation infrastructure that efficiently moves people and their products to and from markets. This 
project will address safety, access, and capacity issues while providing the last piece of infrastructure in 
the overall Highway 610 project that was originally planned for in 1986. Benefits of the project include: 
 

• Completion of the unfinished “system interchange” at Interstate 94 and Trunk Highway 610; no 
longer requiring the use of local roadways to travel between major freeways. 

• Improved traffic capacity along I-94 due to additional auxiliary lanes. 
• Upgrade and realignment of Hennepin County Road 30 to provide reliable and direct access to 

both I-94 and TH 610. 
• Improved access opportunities for adjacent land development. 

 
The project will generate economic benefits for the state, improve freight and passenger mobility, and 
enhance quality of life for residents and visitors. For these reasons, the Medical Alley Association is in 
strong support of funding to complete the Highway 610 project.  
 
Thank you for your consideration, 

 
Bobby Patrick, VI  
Vice President of Strategic Growth and Policy  
Medical Alley Association  



 
March 17, 2020  
 

Representative Mary Murphy 
Chair, House Capital Investment Committee   
343 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155  
 

Senator David Senjem  
Chair, Senate Capital Investment Committee  
3401 Minnesota Senate Bldg.  
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Subject:  Medical Alley Association Support for HF 3663/SF 3665 
  
Chair Murphy and Chair Senjem,  
  
On behalf of the Medical Alley Association and its more than 600 members that make up Minnesota’s 
health technology and care industry, we are writing to support House File 3663/SF 3665, to finance the 
new clinical research facility at the University of Minnesota’s Twin Cities campus.  
 
The University of Minnesota is a national leader in clinical research, but researchers are dispersed across 
campus, leading to inefficiencies and slower progress toward discovering new cures. This facility will 
further advance Medical Alley as the global epicenter of health innovation and care by unifying the 
broad array of interdisciplinary research activities at the University of Minnesota and by facilitating high-
quality, innovative inter-professional training of Minnesota’s next health technology and care workforce.  
 
Minnesota is home to a burgeoning biotechnology industry with rapid growth occurring throughout the 
state. Entrepreneurs, investors, and workers are drawn to our strong healthcare ecosystem and deep 
pool of knowledge and expertise in health technology and care. Although the industry will continue to 
grow, turning Minnesota into a thriving hub of biotechnology research and manufacturing will require a 
commitment from both the private and public sectors.  
 
This proposal to invest in the Clinical Research Facility at the University of Minnesota is a significant step 
towards staking Minnesota’s claim as the next hotbed of patient-centered biotechnology, impacting not 
only the University, but also Minnesota’s economy and patients. Hundreds of biotechnology companies 
already call Minnesota home, but few work directly, or partner, with the University of Minnesota on 
critical milestones and instead find partners outside of Minnesota. Dedicating the savings from this 
proposal to the clinical research facility will help reverse this trend and provide yet another reason for 
this quickly developing, innovative industry to continue investing in Minnesota.  
 
For these reasons, the Medical Alley Association is in strong support of this proposal to finance the new 
clinical research facility at the University of Minnesota’s Twin Cities campus.  
 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 

 
Bobby Patrick  
Vice President of Strategic Growth and Policy  
Medical Alley Association  
 
 
 



 
March 3, 2020  
 
Representative Connie Bernardy 
Chair, Higher Education Finance & Policy Division  
369 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155  
 
Subject:  Medical Alley Association Support for HF 3663 
  
Chair Bernardy and Esteemed Committee Members,  
  
On behalf of the Medical Alley Association and its more than 600 members that make up Minnesota’s 
health technology and care industry, we are writing to support House File 3663, to finance the new 
clinical research facility at the University of Minnesota’s Twin Cities campus.  
 
The University of Minnesota is a national leader in clinical research, but researchers are dispersed across 
campus, leading to inefficiencies and slower progress toward discovering new cures. This facility will 
further advance Medical Alley as the global epicenter of health innovation and care by unifying the 
broad array of interdisciplinary research activities at the University of Minnesota and by facilitating high-
quality, innovative inter-professional training of Minnesota’s next health technology and care workforce.  
 
Minnesota is home to a burgeoning biotechnology industry with rapid growth occurring throughout the 
state. Entrepreneurs, investors, and workers are drawn to our strong healthcare ecosystem and deep 
pool of knowledge and expertise in health technology and care. Although the industry will continue to 
grow, turning Minnesota into a thriving hub of biotechnology research and manufacturing will require a 
commitment from both the private and public sectors.  
 
This proposal to invest in the Clinical Research Facility at the University of Minnesota is a significant step 
towards staking Minnesota’s claim as the next hotbed of patient-centered biotechnology, impacting not 
only the University, but also Minnesota’s economy and patients. Hundreds of biotechnology companies 
already call Minnesota home, but few work directly, or partner, with the University of Minnesota on 
critical milestones and instead find partners outside of Minnesota. Dedicating the savings from this 
proposal to the clinical research facility will help reverse this trend and provide yet another reason for 
this quickly developing, innovative industry to continue investing in Minnesota.  
 
For these reasons, the Medical Alley Association is in strong support of this proposal to finance the new 
clinical research facility at the University of Minnesota’s Twin Cities campus.  
 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 

 
Bobby Patrick  
Vice President of Strategic Growth and Policy  
Medical Alley Association  
 
 
 
 



 
 

March 3, 2020  
 
Senator Paul Anderson 
Chair, Higher Education Finance & Policy Committee  
2103 Minnesota Senate Building  
95 University Avenue W.  
St. Paul, MN 55155  
 
Subject:  Medical Alley Association Support for SF 3665 
  
Chair Anderson and Esteemed Committee Members,  
  
On behalf of the Medical Alley Association and its more than 600 members that make up Minnesota’s 
health technology and care industry, we are writing to support Senate File 3665, to finance the new 
clinical research facility at the University of Minnesota’s Twin Cities campus.  
 
The University of Minnesota is a national leader in clinical research, but researchers are dispersed across 
campus, leading to inefficiencies and slower progress toward discovering new cures. This facility will 
further advance Medical Alley as the global epicenter of health innovation and care by unifying the 
broad array of interdisciplinary research activities at the University of Minnesota and by facilitating high-
quality, innovative inter-professional training of Minnesota’s next health technology and care workforce.  
 
Minnesota is home to a burgeoning biotechnology industry with rapid growth occurring throughout the 
state. Entrepreneurs, investors, and workers are drawn to our strong healthcare ecosystem and deep 
pool of knowledge and expertise in health technology and care. Although the industry will continue to 
grow, turning Minnesota into a thriving hub of biotechnology research and manufacturing will require a 
commitment from both the private and public sectors.  
 
This proposal to invest in the Clinical Research Facility at the University of Minnesota is a significant step 
towards staking Minnesota’s claim as the next hotbed of patient-centered biotechnology, impacting not 
only the University, but also Minnesota’s economy and patients. Hundreds of biotechnology companies 
already call Minnesota home, but few work directly, or partner, with the University of Minnesota on 
critical milestones and instead find partners outside of Minnesota. Dedicating the savings from this 
proposal to the clinical research facility will help reverse this trend and provide yet another reason for 
this quickly developing, innovative industry to continue investing in Minnesota.  
 
For these reasons, the Medical Alley Association is in strong support of this proposal to finance the new 
clinical research facility at the University of Minnesota’s Twin Cities campus.  
 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 

 
Bobby Patrick  
Vice President of Strategic Growth and Policy  
Medical Alley Association  
 
 



 

May 11, 2020 
 
Governor Tim Walz 
130 State Capitol 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
Governor Walz,  

On behalf of the entire Medical Alley Association and our more than 600 members from across the 
health innovation and care spectrum, I would like to thank you for your leadership during this 
challenging time. 

Providers across the continuum of care have done everything they can during this crisis to ensure the 
health and safety of all Minnesotans, especially the most vulnerable and at-risk populations. For this 
reason Minnesota should do everything it can for them, including the provision of additional measures 
to protect these providers who are responding in a time of emergency. Their response has been 
admirable and despite being stretched near their capacity already, they are racing to prepare for a 
surge of COVID-19 cases. For this reason, I am writing today to ask that you extend liability protections 
to providers responding to this pandemic via executive order. 

Medical Alley sets the standard for the world; our health systems and healthcare workers are among 
the world’s finest. Our physicians and health care providers are providing the best care possible 
under extreme and unprecedented circumstances, and we must do everything we can to help them 
continue to do so throughout this crisis. Executive action should be broad and clearly apply to all acts or 
omissions that occur during the peacetime emergency. 

Other states have already moved forward on this issue and based on their actions we recommend that 
your executive order should: 

1. Apply to all healthcare and senior care providers, and their employing or contracting entity, 
that are engaged in providing services to infected or potentially infected Minnesotans, 
supporting those who are providing services, or otherwise performing duties arising out of the 
state’s response to the COVID-19 outbreak; 

2. Provide immunity from civil, administrative, and criminal liability or other relief for any injury, 
death, or any other damages alleged to have been sustained as a result of an act or omission in 
the course of performing his, her, or its duties, including providing, allocating, withdrawing, or 
delaying medical services; 

3. Not apply to any injury, death, or other damages that was caused by the willful, wonton, or 
reckless act of the healthcare provider; and 

4. Cover actions that occur during the entire period of the public health emergency through 60 
days beyond its expiration. 

https://medicalalley.org/


 

We respectfully urge you to recognize the courageous dedication of all frontline workers and extend 
executive orders to fill gaps necessary to address potential liability protection for these workers.  
 
Thank you again for your continued leadership during these trying times and for your consideration of 
this request. Please let me know if I can provide additional information. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Bobby Patrick VI 
Vice President, Strategic Growth and Policy 
Medical Alley Association 
 
 



 
 

May 16, 2020 
 
Dear Minnesota State Legislator, 
 
 Our trade associations represent a very large number of businesses in the state, which 
are significantly concerned about the risk of unnecessary and unwarranted COVID-19 litigation 
as Minnesota begins to reopen for business.  Minnesota businesses are eager to get back to 
work and do so in a safe way by following protocols to ensure employees’ and customer safety. 
 Together we strongly urge you to support Senate File 4606 (Limmer, R-Maple 
Grove)/House File 4664 (Scott, R-Andover), a bill providing targeted COVID-19 liability reforms 
that would protect businesses and employers from opportunistic lawsuits while still allowing 
legitimate claims to proceed.  Businesses are very concerned that a wave of lawsuits will 
hamper their ability to do business after reopening and will result in greatly increased litigation 
costs and exposure.  We are seeking targeted liability reforms that will be limited to the current 
crisis. We are not seeking to protect bad actors and we are not asking for a complete shield 
from liability.  
 COVID-19 has presented all of us with unprecedented challenges which have already, 
and will continue to, require extraordinary responses. 
 Negligence and class action lawsuits are being filed around the country against 
businesses who have done rapid product and premises repurposing to help in the fight against 
this pandemic.  There is still a great deal of uncertainty about how the virus that causes COVID-
19 can be spread and how to avoid becoming infected, so it is extremely difficult to determine 
exactly how a person with COVID-19 became sick.   
 Minnesota businesses have gone to great lengths to not only protect their customers 
and employees but to also pitch in to help the state combat the COVID-19 crisis.  Since nobody 
knows what precise actions cause the infection, it’s nearly impossible for employers, workers 
and customers to know exactly what to do to ensure that nobody gets COVID-19. 
 Minnesota businesses are committed to doing what they can to make their stores, 
offices and facilities as safe as possible and this bill is not an attempt to shirk our responsibilities 
to our customers and employees, but as the pandemic progresses it’s becoming clear that it is 
impossible to fully eliminate the possibility of exposure to the virus on a person’s property.  S.F. 
4606/H.F. 4664 would protect schools, churches, non-profit organizations, businesses and 
others from claims that allege they negligently exposed a customer or visitor to the virus. 
 And with several government agencies providing the best-known guidance for reducing 
the risks of exposure to the virus, the bill gives immunity to organizations that follow all 
relevant government instructions in case they are sued for a flaw in the guidance. 

A troubling aspect of some recent lawsuits is that they have been filed from people who 
haven’t actually been injured but say they are scared about possible exposure.  Part of the 
proposed bill is a common-sense requirement that anybody filing a lawsuit claiming harm must 
actually have become sick with COVID-19. 
 With the economy in such a fragile state, now is not the time to continue to allow 
unwarranted lawsuits that will impede our economic recovery.  We ask for your support for S.F. 
4606/H.F. 4664. 



 
Minnesota Organizations that Support S.F. 4606/H.F. 4664 

 
 

Medical Alley Association 

Minnesota Business Partnership 

Minnesota Chamber of Commerce 

Minnesota Electrical Association 

Minnesota Grocers Association 

Minnesota Petroleum Marketers Association 

Minnesota Precision Manufacturing Association 

Minnesota Retailers Association 

Minnesota Service Station and Convenience Store Association 

Minnesotans for Lawsuit Reform 

National Federation of Independent Business-Minnesota Chapter 

 




