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ADVOCATING FOR A HEALTH SYSTEM THAT

ECOSYSTEM THAT WILL DRIVE THE



Minnesota must significantly increase its attraction of talented people and better prepare its existing workforce 
to impact the future of healthcare. Minnesota needs a vibrant supply of top and new talent to uphold its health-
care leadership position. We support policies that support workforce attraction, retention, and preparedness.

Minnesota’s environment for funding and support for entrepreneurial ventures must improve to 
capture and sustain a leadership position. Startups are critical to sustaining leadership, but far too
often Minnesota companies struggle to raise capital and find support. We back increased support 

services for entrepreneurs and existing incubators.

Solving healthcare’s greatest challenges requires bringing every stakeholder to the table. With a 
diverse cross-sector membership, Medical Alley is uniquely positioned to facilitate conversations

regarding healthcare solutions.
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CLINICAL RESEARCH FACILITY - DESIGN

HIGHWAY 610 CORRIDOR PROJECT

ROCHESTER AIRPORT
Rochester International Airport (RST) is an important local asset with a global impact. Patients
from all over the world fly in and out of RST to receive world-renowned care at the Mayo Clinic.
Improving RST infrastructure provides faster and safer transportation for patients seeking
immediate care. In addition, RST transports critical medical samples and supplies around the
world. Strengthening this supply chain will help maintain Medical Alley’s leadership position.

The University of Minnesota is requesting $18 million in state funding to design a patient
and participant clinical research facility on the Twin Cites campus. The U of M is a national 
leader in clinical research, but researchers are dispersed across campus, leading to inefficiencies 
and slower progress toward discovering new cures. This facility will further advance Minnesota 
as the global epicenter of health innovation and care by unifying the broad array of interdisci-
plinary clinical research activities at the U of M and by facilitating high-quality innovative inter-
professional training of Minnesota’s next health technology and care workforce. Ultimately, the 
facility will improve access to advanced treatments and state-of-the-art care for
patients and their families.

The health technology and care industry has a strong presence along Highway 610. The enter-
prises that have grown around Highway 610 range from champions in health technology and 
biopharmaceuticals, to emerging biotechnology and digital health companies. These firms  rely 
on high quality transportation networks to not only move their life-saving products and  supplies, 
but to get their employees to and from work, their children to school, and their families to 
various recreational activities. Addressing safety, access, and capacity issues in the  Highway 
610 project will aid the health technology and care industry, which translates into 
economic growth for Minnesota.



COVID-19 Response
THE MEDICAL ALLEY ASSOCIATION

The Medical Alley Association is fully focused on the response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Medical 
Alley remains The Global Epicenter of Health Innovation and Care™, and our community is dedicated 
to this fight. 

In the past few months, we have seen the power of the Medical Alley community through the large-scale 
redirection of resources to address this pandemic. Continue reading to see how Medical Alley 
companies are leading in their respective arenas and helping combat this pandemic. 

Since the start of this pandemic, many companies reached out to our association with a desire to help, 
with offers of surplus supplies, manufacturing capacity, expertise, pro bono services, and more. 

On March 22nd, we launched COVID-19 “Resource Connect” to help align the resources of 
Minnesota’s health technology community with the needs of our community in the fight against 
COVID-19. The tool allows those with needs to submit them and those with resources and capabilities 
to identify what they can offer. 

We have been so inspired by the hundreds of responses we have received since launching. In the first 
24 hours, we received over 100 offers to help. Over the last month, offerings of support greatly 
outweighed needs. Some successful connections have been: 

• Secured 8 ventilators from a Boston Scientific testing lab for Fairview.
• Starkey provided Hennepin County with 80,000 dust masks until their N95 shipment arrived.
• Facilitated a donation from Concordia University’s labs to Fairview for swabs.
• Be The Match provided 3,000 buccal swabs to Fairview.
• Distilleries connected with Ecolab to start producing hand sanitizer. 

We continue to share available resources to the State, and stay in close contact to address their most 
immediate identified needs. Medical Alley also established the MAA Supply Chain Group to assist the 
state in procuring necessary supplies. 

Medical Alley will continue to work with the Legislature, the State of Minnesota, the federal government, 
the health technology and care industry, and others to ensure that the scale of this community can be 
realized. We are supporting patients locally and globally. 



MEDICAL ALLEY-GROWN COMPANIES 
LEAD THE GLOBAL CHARGE AGAINST COVID-19

Medtronic, a Minnesota-born global leader 
in medical technology, continues to make 
progress in increasing ventilator production 
worldwide. The company has increased 
production by more than 40 percent and is 
on track to double its capacity to 
manufacture and supply ventilators in 
response to COVID-19 needs.

Since the outbreak of the pandemic, Mayo 
Clinic Laboratories has worked nonstop to 
develop a new, faster test for COVID-19, a 
process that would normally take up to a 
year. Mayo Clinic is now able to test over 
6,000 tests daily.

Enhancing its reputation as leader in 
infection prevention solutions, Ecolab also 
provides guidance and training on proper 
cleaning procedures to help customers 
reduce COVID-19 risk.

3M has been on the front lines of the battle 
against COVID-19 for months, having 
already doubled its global output of N95 
respirators to 100 million per month. They 
recently announced a further increase in 
U.S. production, up to 50 million masks per
month.

ANGEL TAX CREDIT ALUMNI 
GIVE BACK IN FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19

These companies and other ATCP alumni were positioned in unique 
ways when the pandemic hit, yet each saw the need to step up and 
did not hesitate to do so. Without the support of legislators, they may 
never have had the chance to contribute to this fight so effectively.



THE VALUE OF TELEMEDICINE, PROVEN
Our Medical Alley members are at the forefront of advancing telemedicine to help reduce the 
spread of COVID-19, combat shortages, and improve patient care. Telemedicine is the future of 
healthcare and companies in Medical Alley are leading that charge. Here are a few of the ways 
Medical Alley companies are leveraging telemedicine in the fight against COVID-19:

Extending scarce healthcare resources by conserving in-person resources for 
patients in critical need of in-person care.

Because they serve a populace that may not have easy access to broadband, CentraCare is 
using both online and over-the-phone screening tools to help patients assess whether they 

should come into a clinic or stay at home.

Allina Health is helping reduce the spread of COVID-19 by offering free online screenings, which 
are available 24/7 and take about 15 minutes to complete. The screening system is powered by 

Minneapolis-based virtual care company, Zipnosis.

Making care accessible and affordable.

Celere Health is an industry-leading platform that integrates in-home healthcare, telehealth, and 
remote patient monitoring specifically for the elderly, very young, and other specialty 
populations. Their integrated platform aims to improve accessibility and user experience for 

these groups.

Increasing patient engagement, leading to better outcomes and reduced costs.

Vidscrip is a digital communications platform that allows physicians to pre-record video 
messages for patients. Vidscrip is offering a new program to bring COVID-19 specific 
messaging to all US physicians at no cost, thus improving patient outcomes by delivering 

important and timely information regarding COVID-19.



THE VALUE OF COLLABORATION, PROVEN

REACH OUT TO THE MEDICAL ALLEY ASSOCIATION

Emma Keiski
ekeiski@medicalalley.org

Lilly Melander
lmelander@medicalalley.org

Bobby Patrick, VI
bpatrick@medicalalley.org

Unprecedented times call for bold moves. Takeda leads a 
global coalition of plasma companies focusing on developing 
a hyperimmune globulin in the global fight against COVID-19. 
This collaboration brings together the brightest minds and 

leverages collective resources and expertise to achieve more. Takeda is committed to putting 
patient interests and public health first to fight against COVID-19 through this and a range of 
other initiatives.

Support funding for the Angel Tax Credit Program so today’s entrepreneurs can launch the 
companies to fight tomorrow’s health, energy, food, and technology challenges.

Enable health technology organizations to continue investing in people and research during this 
crisis by allowing the first tier of the Research & Development Credit to be refundable.

Ensure employers receiving stimulus funds from the federal government, that are used to keep 
their business open and employees paid, are not penalized for doing so.

Invest in assets that strengthen Minnesota's place as the leader in health technology and care, 
including runway improvements at Rochester International Airport, designing the Clinical 

Research Facility at the U of M, and completing Highway 610.

Engage the entire health ecosystem in how to most effectively continue the expanded use of 
telehealth and remote care that has resulted due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

HOW THE LEGISLATURE CAN SUPPORT INNOVATION 
DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

MEDICALALLEY.ORG


