
 

 

First Presbyterian Church               

2121 Colonial Dr 

Sheridan, WY 82801 

                 August 20, 2020

Dear First Presbyterian Church family, 
 

I write to you once again in this time to share with you Session decisions regarding the way our church 

family will continue to navigate the pandemic within which we are living. On Tuesday night, I met with 

the Session and we looked at a plan for how to begin gathering for worship in the sanctuary. We sought 

to discern the Spirit’s calling upon our particular congregation and to act with considerations of 

compassion and care for one another as guiding beacons. Our aim with this plan is to provide access to 

worship in the safest ways possible for each member of our congregation as best we are able. Once again, 

I applaud the Session for their prayerful and loving discernment. 

 

I recognize that you will not all agree with this plan. There are varying levels of comfort at this time and 

a variety of opinions that are held among all of us. We each come from different experiences and 

different views. Our diversity in these ways can truly be a gift for our differences offer us the 

opportunity to exercise grace with one another and to show that the ways in which Christ binds us 

together are stronger than the ways in which the world divides us. Our unity in Christ does not mean we 

always agree, but it means we hold one another carefully with the type of love the apostle Paul reminds 

us is kind and patient (1 Cor 13:4). In the spirit of such love our Session approved moving worship 

into the sanctuary on September 13. To accommodate social distancing, worship services will be held at 

8 AM, 9:30 AM, and 11 AM. The 9:30 AM service will be livestreamed and recorded for later playback 

for those more comfortable worshiping at home. The 11 AM service will be held outside while weather 

allows. We will not hold Sunday School classes or Fellowship Hour and the Nursery will not be open. 

 

The Session also approved health and safety guidelines for our gatherings. When we gather in the 

sanctuary you can expect the following:   
 

• The sanctuary will be set up to accommodate social distancing between households. 

• Masks will be required at all indoor worship services. We understand this can be a 

controversial issue. Please know that this guideline was decided upon as a way to express our 

care for one another and those in our midst who might have suppressed immune systems or 

other health difficulties. This guideline also allows us to more safely introduce singing to our 

worship services. Masks will be provided for those who do not have one. 

• We will refrain from physical contact with one another during the service. 

• Seating in the sanctuary will be disinfected before each service. 

• Clear protocols will be posted for restroom use. 

• Ushers will direct people into and out of the sanctuary. 

• Windows/doors will be opened as possible to maximize air circulation. 

• A response plan has been put in place should a worship attendee test positive for COVID-19. 



 

Growing up, I often heard the mantra, “If you want it to work, you have to put in the work.” As we take 

these steps, we have to do the work of caring for one another. We have to be diligent in what we do so 

that it may continue. This is an evolving situation and our plans could be disrupted at any time, but we 

are striving to take care that we are not the cause of our own disruption.  

 

Many of you are likely to be feeling mixed emotions at all of this or might just be overwhelmed with all 

of this information and all that is changing in this time. Church will be different for a while, but that 

reality reminds me of Romans 5:3-5 (NRSV): “We also boast in our sufferings, because suffering produces 

endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.” Even in 

these difficult times, God is with us! 

 

I thank you for your understanding and patience. I thank you for your endurance in this time. I thank 

you for your continued support of First Presbyterian Church. I thank you for your intentional care for 

one another. I look forward to seeing you when the time is right for you. 

 

With care & on behalf of the Session of First Presbyterian Church, 

 

 

 

 

 


