
First Presbyterian Church of Sheridan, Wyoming
Minutes of Regular Session Meeting

March 17, 2020

The Session of First Presbyterian Church of Sheridan, Wyoming convened a regular meeting on Tuesday,
March 17, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic; this meeting was conducted remotely via the
internet. Pastor Karl Heimbuck moderated.

QUORUMwas determined online.

Moderator: Pastor Karl Heimbuck

Elders present via check-in: Doug Beagle, Shelley Cundiff, Carol Davis, Howie Fitzpatrick, John Jackson,
Cheryl Kelsey, Mitzi Knapp, Beth Lenz, Kathy Lundberg, Doug Moore, Jerilea Phillips, Loren Ruttinger,
Chris Smith, Kurt Smith, Jason Szewc, KimWells, Tod Windsor, and Teresa Williams

Elder(s) absent: Nancy Cook, Scott Davis, Jean Morgen

Others present: Amy Turpin, RN, and Susan Smith, Clerk of Session

WORSHIP
Pastor Karl opened with prayer.
He began with a deep listening exercise to hear others express: How were they arriving tonight?

AGENDA
The revised and condensed agenda was presented: Approve February Minutes receive February Financial
Report, move Compassion Sunday to June 14 or 21. New business of E-vote policy and dealing with
Covid-19.
Motion was made to accept, seconded, and carried.

REPORTS
All written were approved, seconded, and carried.

UNFINISHED/NEW BUSINESS
E-Vote Policy
E-vote policy was accepted as amended with the rephrasing: a majority of the votes must be in favor.
Motion was made, seconded, and carried.



COVID-19
Much was discussed on this pandemic as it was new territory.
Many elders had watched pre-recorded online service for March 15, 2020 and gave feedback.
Amy Turpin gave a healthcare professional’s perspective: its effects on hospitals and healthcare
providers, CDC recommendations, disinfecting the sanctuary, social distancing.

Suspending worship in person:
Motion made to suspend gatherings at church through April 6th. Then re-evaluate the situation. It was
seconded and carried.

Spiritual care:
Big opportunity was opened up for a small group ministry on-line, to interact and check in with each
other. Likewise, there’s an opportunity for a mission to small towns and to help coordinate tech in the
sanctuary.
There’s a need for contingency plans if Pastor Karl gets sick.
Care and compassion teams were cautioned, not to spread illness, as congregation members
communicate their needs. Likewise, there’s a need to preserve confidentially in personal ministry.

Physical care:
Staff needs to discern how to respect social distancing, as to not risk others. This may entail working from
home, guidelines for outside groups using the church building, and cleaning to disinfect building.
Other ministries that interface with the public, like Lunch Together, will be re-evaluated.
Online giving feature is not up on the church website.

SESSION ADJOURNED
Motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and carried.

Prayers:
Karl closed in prayer with thoughts of Psalm 91, help in a time of need.
Silent prayers were made.
Pastor Karl closed with St. Patrick’s prayers (as it was St. Patrick’s Day):
“Christ with me,
Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
Christ in me,
Christ beneath me,
Christ above me,
Christ on my right,
Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down,
Christ when I sit down, Christ when
I arise,
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me, Christ



in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.”
Go in peace.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

ATTEST:

Susan K. Smith, Clerk of Session


