
 

 

First Presbyterian Church               

2121 Colonial Dr 

Sheridan, WY 82801 

                      June 17, 2020

Dear First Presbyterian Church family, 
 

Last night, the Session and I met to discern how the Holy Spirit is guiding and calling our congregation 

during this unique time. It was with a deep desire to care for the whole of our church family – body, 

mind, and spirit – that we prayed together, discussed where we believed God is leading us, and took 

time to discern all of this in unity with one another. I am proud of the intentional work of our Session 

and their aim to care for all of you by seeking to move forward in ways that are safe and remain 

inclusive of all. The Session has shown great love, wisdom, and courage. 
 

We recognize that there are many differing opinions of how we should move and act in this time. Even 

within the body of Christ as we are united by the power of the Holy Spirit there are differing opinions. It 

is possible to still have difference in unity, but it is not possible to have unity if there is a spirit of malice 

or divisiveness. Outside eyes know us by the love we share with one another and with the world. In the 

Gospel of John, Jesus says, “This is how the world will know you are my disciples, when you love each other” 

(13:35). We encourage you to let love for one another be foremost in this moment so that the world might 

not see us as sharp tongued or ill-mannered but as compassionate, humble, and kind. There was much to 

consider in all of this and discernment will have to continue as this is a time of uncertainty. We thank 

you for your grace. In the spirit of such grace, the Session decided on the following last night: 
 

• Continue airing an online worship service for those who wish to stay home. It is imperative 

that all have the opportunity to worship. We recognize some may not be comfortable 

gathering in person and wish to continue a virtual option. 

• Begin an outdoor service on July 12 at 11 AM (weather permitting) as our first opportunity 

for in person worship. The plan is for outdoor services to be held weekly until we gather in 

the sanctuary again. Thoughtful planning must go into this service so that we can mitigate the 

risk of gathering together. We will expect the congregation to practice social distancing. Other 

guidelines will come to you as we approach this date (include BYOC – Bring Your Own 

Chair). 

• Continue Picnic with the Pastor on Wednesdays and Fridays. We encourage you to check 

the Weekly Update for sign-ups for this terrific fellowship event in which we gather on the 

church property and share lunch and conversation together. 

• Plan for September 13 as our first Sunday in the sanctuary. The Session will continue to 

discern over the next two months when the time will be right to gather in the sanctuary and 

the circumstances under which to do so. At this time, we believe the Sunday after Labor Day 

provides a needed timeline for continued planning and proper analysis of the unfolding 

situation around us. This is the Sunday we would normally return to two services. 
 



We wish to re-iterate; a pandemic is an ever-evolving situation. As such, these plans are tentative but not 

definitive. They may need to be changed on short notice. We ask that you remember this and trust that 

the Session and I have prayed and deliberated about this faithfully. This continues to be a unique time 

for us, but as we move together, remember that God’s love is steadfast. It is not earned. It is not lost. It is 

abundant in its nature. Surrounded by that love, we encourage you, as we did last month, to continue 

the following: 
 

• Worship. Ground yourself in praise and gratitude for all God is still doing in this turbulent time. 

You can watch our weekly worship services here. 

• Pray. Pray for our community. Pray for one another. Pray for wise discernment for our leaders. 

Pray for all who are ill. Pray for our healthcare workers. Pray for the world. 

• Give. This comes with a precursor of gratitude. We are thankful for your continued generosity. 

FPC has continued its mission and ministries and even grown in many areas and offerings! 

Please continue your generous support of our church. As you are able, support the community, 

too. It is always a great idea to shop local and now is an important time to do so. Further, support 

Sheridan nonprofit organizations. They undertake important work of building up communities 

and need support in this time. 

• Be wise and healthy. Keep yourself up to date on recommendations from local health 

departments and the CDC. Take the necessary precautions that are advised for you. Stay home if 

you are exhibiting symptoms. Stay home if you are vulnerable to the effects of Covid-19. 

Remember that caution is not fear and that proper care for yourself is proper care for others. 
 

We thank you for your understanding. We thank you for your continued support of First Presbyterian 

Church. We thank you for your grace and your love. In summation, remember the words shared last 

month from 1 Thessalonians 5:11, “Continue encouraging each other and building each other up, just like you 

are doing already.” 

 

With gratitude and grace, 

 

Pastor Karl & the Session of First Presbyterian Church 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxHB5XF4Wv0vg0NQLxdE8Aw

