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 I. Activities by Date and Impact Stories 

 

April 1 Country Coordinator’s Meeting  

When Rev. Paul Kong from Asia Pacific Regional Office (APRO) called this meeting, 

country coordinators shared the current situation of their serving countries and how people 

have been dealing with the pandemic during this challenging season of our lives.  

In Cambodia, from March 16, all schools have shut down and all public gatherings have been 

suspended. As the local economy was directly affected by the global pandemic, GBGM-

UMC staff in Cambodia has observed the surgent needs of those who are under UMC 

programs as well as people in our neighborhood.  

 

April 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grant Approval  

In the hopes of helping those in need preemptively and feeling the urgency of the situation, 

CMI requested an emergency fund (grant), and a total of $10,000 USD has been raised and 

approved by GBGM APRO Headquarters on April 10.  

 

The purpose of this project aimed not only to provide temporary relief to those facing the 

economic hit in Cambodia but also to offer Covid-19 prevention education so that they may 

protect their children and family members from possible Covid-19 attack.  

 

We initially identified about 1,000 families who were under UMC programs and needy 

families in our neighborhood.  

• Street children and families in the slum area – about 250  

• Homeless families – about 100 

• Factory workers – about 100 

• Church and community people in Phnom Penh and Kandal districts – about 300 

• Widows and victims from human trafficking – about 30 

• Families in livelihood programs – about 100 

• Families with children in poverty in our neighborhood – about 120 

 

Covid-19 preventive items to be distributed for each family. 

• Rice (10kg sack)  

• Case of soaps (4 units) 

• Reusable masks (3 adult size and 2 children size) 

• Hand sanitizer (1 unit) 

• Covid-19 prevention education brochure (1 unit) 



 

April 15 Preliminary Meetings 

Since April 1, GBGM staff have had a series of preliminary meetings. On April 15, we 

invited representatives of Cambodia Methodist Church (MCC) and Singapore Methodist 

Church (MMS) to discuss on how we could work together.  

 

 

 



 

April 21 10 Tons of Rice  

1,000 sacks of rice (10kg each) were successfully delivered from Kampong Cham wholesale 

rice merchant and successfully stored at Phoum Chress Methodist Church in Phnom Penh. 

Church members of Chress church were indispensable in assisting with the moving and the 

storing of the sacks of rice.  

 

 
 

 



 

April 24 Arrival of Reusable Masks 

5,000 washable/reusable masks were delivered to GBGM office. The local wholesaler also 

donated additional masks for children and adults upon learning of the good intention of our 

project to help the Cambodians.  

 

 
 

April 27 Making 1,000 Gift Bags  

All GBGM staff worked together to make 1,000 Covid-19 gift bags in the name of Church 

(MCC – Methodist Church in Cambodia). On the front of each bag, we added a verse (John 

3:16) along with MCC logo, hoping that God’s love for all Cambodians shine through this 

work and for the Church (MCC) to receive all credits. Special thanks to Singapore Methodist 

Church staff members for collaborating with us in this process. 

 

 



 



 

April 29 Meeting with Factory Workers 

Due to the global pandemic and the fear of the spread of Covid-19, many garment factories 

have shut down and workers are on unpaid leave since late March. We reached out to the 

women factory workers who stay in a dormitory that Singapore Methodist Church (MMS) is 

running. In addition, we offered a health educational training for young women with ‘Day for 

Girls’ kits (reusable/washable women’s hygiene tool). Special thanks to Virginia UMW for 

making these gifts for young women. 

 

 
 

 



 
 

April 30 Delivering Rice to Kandal District 

We delivered 200 sacks of rice and Covid-19 gift bags to Kandal district, which will then be 

distributed to MCC church members and community people in urgent need. Additional 100 

sacks of rice and gift bags will be shared with Phnom Penh district. GBGM staff and church 

member from Kandal district worked together. 

  

 



 
 

 



 
 

April 30 Meeting with HIV/AIDS Families  

Sok Sophal (GBGM staff) reached out to HIV/AIDS patients and their families. 

 

 



 

May 1 Helping Acid Victim’s Family 

We reached out an acid victim’s family (Ms. Sreyoun) who is under the care of women’s 

livelihood ministry.   

 

 
 

May 3 Covid-19 Prevention Education in Villages  

Upon the request of Cambodia Methodist Church (MCC), we provided 400 copies of Covid-

19 prevention education material. Rev. Lun Sophy, the President of MCC, reached out to 

people living in back countryside of Siem Reap to run Covid-19 education programs.  

 

 



 
 

 
 

May 4 Gathering with Families in Poverty in Siem Reap 

Working with Bridge of Hope mission agency, we reached out to 65 families living in 

poverty (so called “the poorest of the poor”) in a slum area of Siem Reap City and 15 

families of bag-making women workers (currently on unpaid leave) in urban sprawl.  

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 

May 4 Distributing Rice and Gifts in Emmanuel Church 

For two decades, we have collaborated with other Methodist agencies (Korean MC, 

Singapore MC, WFCMC, Connexio) to establish autonomous Methodist denomination in 

Cambodia. Emmanuel Methodist Church is a good example of the collaborative work of 

KMC, UMC and Connexio. The pastor (DS Chen Sokhom, Kandal district) invited local 

authorities such as a commune chief and village chief. They also expressed their gratitude to 

us reaching out to their people in need. Thanks be to God for this new connection! 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

May 5 Meeting with Families in Poverty through Street Children Ministry 

Families in poverty are still being evicted by the authorities from their home to other places 

where there is not much educational support for children. For such children in need, we have 

been supporting them through providing school supplies, afterschool programs, and 

scholarships so that they can continue to receive education and break the chain of poverty. 

This time, we reached out to about 200 poor families of those children living in a slum area 

of Phnom Penh City. Special thanks to Singapore Methodist Church (MSS) for cooperative 

work. 



 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

May 8 Gathering with Community People in Mondulkiri 

We (GBGM-UMC), following a new church planting strategy of Methodist Church (MCC) 

since 2014, bought a 3.5 acre of land in Mondulkiri province, which is about 400km from 

Phnom Penh. We dedicated a new church in 2019 in Mondulkiri, which was the very first 

Methodist church in the province. Currently, the church is still fairly a new concept in the 

community. This time we were able to meet local authorities such as a village chief and 

police officer, and we reached out to 20 indigenous people who were in urgent need of help. 

Along with the relief work, we had a women’s health education with ‘Day for Girls Kit,’ a 

washable and reusable women’s hygiene kit.  

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 

May 10 Meeting with Victims of Human Trafficking 

It was a great opportunity to meet 30 employees of Jars of Clay Café (both I, II) in Phnom 

Penh, a social enterprise which provides sustainable employment for many disadvantaged 

and at-risk young Cambodian women, especially victims of human trafficking. 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
  

 

 

 



II. Personal Reflection  

 

First of all, I thank God for God’s protection and guidance over this project. Also, I would 

like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the supporters of this project. Thanks to Global 

Ministries APRO, UMW, and Scranton Women’s Leadership Center. With the support and 

prayers, this project has been quite successful so far. Since the beginning up to present day 

(May 15), we have reached out to a total of 1,160 families and individuals through Covid-19 

relief work and educational trainings. Remaining rice and gift bags will continue to be 

distributed through our programs and participating mission agencies.  

 

Through each process of project planning and implementation, I have learned three main 

things which will enhance the quality of my/our mission works in Cambodia.  

 

1. Time to Provide Real Help 

During April 7-9, my staff and I went up to Mondulkiri village and we learned that local 

economy even in the back countryside was directly affected by the current situation 

caused by Covid-19 and many families were in dire need of help. One interesting fact I 

noticed during this trip was that the indigenous people placed a scary looking puppets or 

scarecrows right in front of their houses to chase off “the evil things” including 

covonavirus. I felt that it is truly a good time for us (Church) to rise up and share with 

them where the true power comes from. I knew that it would be a great opportunity to 

share the love of God in real way, offering them relevant and tangible help. Furthermore, 

being preemptive in offering such help was important for this project. I felt that with the 

urgent situation, quick and preemptive response was imperative. This was a great 

opportunity for the mission to truly be the extended hand of God for the people in need.  

 

2. Connection and Relationship 

Throughout the project, God continued to guide us to make new friends and helpers. 

Knowing the good intention of this project, wholesalers and a pharmacist made local 

contributions by reducing the price of rice and providing additional masks and soaps. This 

was significant because one of the most important goals of our mission is to assist and 

encourage Cambodians to help other Cambodians with the resources that they already 

possess. Other Methodist mission agencies such as MMS and WFCMC also provided 

Covid-19 preventive items and labor work. Furthermore, we were able to develop 

relationship with local authorities such as a village chief, commune chief and police 

officers in each community. From the start of this project, one of our most important goal 

was to give all credit to local church (MCC). It was great to see the local authorities hear 



about the existence of MCC and the wonderful works God is doing through MCC. Thanks 

be to God for this connection.  

 

3. Team Work 

God used this project to unite all the staffs involved in varying and different ministries in 

our GBGM-UMC office as one team. Though we minister to people under each of our 

programs such as CHAD, Women, Street Children and Susanna Wesley House, this 

project helped all staff to be God-oriented once again. Just like a well-organized soccer 

team, all players have worked together to make clear goals, took up different 

responsibilities, and carried out their selected or given jobs with the love for God and 

God’s people. Every morning, all gathered around to learn more about God and of God’s 

plan for us, and everyone rejoiced in one heart knowing that this project helped us to join 

in God’s work in real and tangible ways. Though we were exhausted many times due to 

physical work, no one lost their sense of joy. We have learned of our true potential when 

we combine our forces together, and this was one of the greatest profits of this project. I 

praise God for the unity and the passion of the staff in Cambodia to serve God and God’s 

people.  

 

Once again, I thank God for granting this opportunity to reach out and to have meaningful 

time with God’s people in this challenging season of our lives. I also understand that this 

project was just a first step in helping the poverty-stricken families in Cambodia as the 

country slowly recovers from its economic and social deficits caused by the pandemic. I pray 

that God’s marvelous light continues to shine through the Church and that we may continue 

our humble joining in God’s mission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faithfully submitted by 

 

 
Andrew Lee 

Country Coordinator of  

Methodist Mission in Cambodia 

 



 III. Financial Report  

Submitted by Helen Camarce.  

 

COVID 19 Grant Financial report    

Friday, May 15, 2020    

    

Receipt    

APRO office     10,000.00   
UMC office           500.00   
MMS(Singapore) Truck use(Kandal, Odom, CLCA)            50.00   
Meditech Pharmacy (soaps)          100.00   
WFCMC (hand sanitizers)       1,080.00   
Dermacare hand sanitizer          180.00   
Mask Shop (extra masks and bags)            35.00     11,945.00  

    

Packed and Distributed    

Rice x 10kg x 1000        4,914.00   
Soap x 6250       2,260.00   
Hand Sanitizers x 1010       1,836.00   
Masks x 5000       1,500.00   
Brochure x 2400          600.00   
Bags and print x 1500          702.00   
Miscellaneous gas/truck/wing transfer pymt          133.00     11,945.00  

    

    

Places Distributed   # distributed   
1. Kandal/Phnom Penh churches and communities thru DS 300  
2. Streetchildren/Families at Slum (Clara)  200  
3. Factory Workers (MMS-Singapore)  50  
4. Mondulkiri Indigenous people   20  
5. Jars of Clay Social Entrepreneur (Victims of Human trafficking) 30  
6. Siem Reap Slum program (Life Church)  65  
7. Handicrafts shop with older women workers  15  
8. Homeless, garbage picker, PWD  100  

    

  780   

 


