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Dear Partners in Mission, 
 
God is moving in Cambodia, and the OM family is blessed by the opportunity to serve God 
in our homeland.  Thirty-five years ago, the church was “rebirthed” in the refugee camps in 
Thailand with only a few hundred believers.  Today, Cambodia has one of the fastest 
growing churches in the world!  There is an urgent need for Christian Education materials 
and training in the Khmer language. 

 
My (Sam’s) primary responsibility as a missionary 
of the GBGM is to serve as Director of Resource 
Development, identifying and translating needed 
materials a to support the local churches.   In my 
role as advisor to the Committee on Christian 
Education, I partnered with Alger and Joyce 
Morris (long time friends from my church in NC) to 
lead four seminars with our pastors and lay 
leaders on Christian Character.   
 
Over one hundred of our leaders were challenged 
to apply the basic teachings of Christ to our daily 
lives in very practical ways. The seminars were 

well received in four locations, including Svay Rieng, Takmao, Kampong Thom, and 
Kampong Speu.  One pastor responded “You woke us up”, while another said, “The 
teaching is simple, yet profound and we are changed.”  Character teaching is critical for 
Cambodia, and we look forward to expanding our training with Alger and Joyce next year.	  	  
	  
The Cambodian Methodist Bible School has requested that I continue my teaching 
responsibilities, which include New 
Testament Survey, a 3 week short term NT 
knowldege class in the summer, and a 
Certificate of Ministry class for lay leaders at 
Svay Rieng. 
 
The 7th Annual Conference of the MCC 
(Methodist Church of Cambodia) was held 
Sept 2-3,  where I was appointed as Chair 
of Finance Committee.  This position 
requires me to help determine priorities for 
funding requests from local churches, and 
to provide financial oversight to projects 
chosen for funding.  



	  

Nine pastors were ordained as Elders, 
and six as Deacons.  We were greatly 
encouraged by our time with Bishop 
Goodpaster from North Carolina, who 
oversees the Methodist Mission in 
Cambodia. 
 
We are excited to worship this year with 
Tuol Kork Church, where Sam has been 
appointed as mentor/advisor.  This vibrant 
church of young adults is one of the 

largest Cambodian churches in Phnom Penh, and 
plans to add an English speaking worship service.  
Syvany and Caroline love our new church, and 
have many opportunities to serve with the 
children, youth, and women’s ministries. 
 
Family News: New Home, New School 
 
A call from an old friend led us to our new home 
and community.  Although it is farther from Sam’s 
office, we now live in a much safer community 
where Caroline can freely ride her bike or hang 
out at the neighborhood park with her friends. 
Many other missionary families live nearby, and I 
feel much more comfortable about the safety of 
my family while travelling overnight. Syvany and 
Caroline are both very happy in our new home. 
Caroline has transferred to Logos School, a 
Christian International School that is very close to 
our home.  Caroline enjoys playing on the 
basketball team. 
 
Thank you for your partnership as we minister to bring hope and healing to our fellow 
Cambodians.  We invite you to continue to support us with your prayer and financial 
support. 
 
Shalom, 
 
Sam, Syvany, and Caroline 
 
If you would like to have more information, please contact me at: Som@umcmission.org or 
omsamuel@msn.com.     My phone in Cambodia: (+855) 12 358 911 or (+855) 10 688 407 
 
For financial contributions, you may: 
 
1 Use Global Ministries' website: www.umcmission.org to send a donation for my salary 

support.  At the bottom of the page, click on "Missionaries".  
2 My Advance #3021960 
3 For Christian Education Advance     #: 3021536 
4 If not sending through a local United Methodist Church, you may send your check to: 

Advance GCFA         P.O. Box 9068    New York, NY  10087-9068. 


