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Church of the Palms 

Social Justice Action Team via Bridges to Boards  

May 7, 2021 Meeting Minutes  

 

Presiding: John Durbin  

Notetaker: Suzanne Boisclair 

 

Attendees: John Durbin, Paul Clark, Pam Clark, Max Klinkenborg, Nancy Nonini, Suzanne 

Boisclair, Terry Starr, Nancy Mueller, Eona Schultz, Beth Moore, Diane Santos, Larry Cornelius 

 

1. Paul Clark led the opening prayer. 

2. Welcome to new member Larry Cornelius! 

3. Notes from the April meeting were accepted.  

4. Subcommittee reports 

a. Antiracism & Anti Religious-Intolerance - John Durbin 

i. The church continues with sacred conversations re antiracism via LLL 

series led by Kay Klinkenborg. John discussed the current book being 

discussed on Implicit Bias.  Anyone interested in past classes should 

contact Kay for recommendations on where to start, and Lindsey for the 

replay link(s). 

ii. Discussed having a Palm Leaf article written related to Indigenous People 

of AZ. 

1. Nancy Nonini and Nancy Mueller will contact Nancee Noel to see 

if she is interested. 

2. Nancy Mueller to research directory info for members who 

identify as Native American. 

iii. A volunteer to take over leadership of this committee is requested. 
 

b. Creation Justice - Terry Starr 

i. The special worship service on April 18th went very well. Many thanks to 

Beth Moore for her work writing most of the service. 

ii. Green Choice participation has been purchased. 

iii. Solar panel project is ongoing. Currently waiting on APS for approval. 

iv. Work continues on becoming a Green Church 

1. Team is reviewing checklist/steps to become a Green Church 

2. A team from Board of Trustees and Creation Justice will be 

working to identify projects and how to use funds from different 

sources (church budget, reserve funds, designated donated funds) 

to meet the goal of becoming a Green Church. 

v. Future project: SJAT members to calculate their carbon footprint and the 

Team will write a collective report to share with the congregation. 

  

c. Homelessness  

i. IHELP - Nancy Mueller 

1. Guests were hosted 4 Monday nights in April. 
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2. Participants in the IHELP program will no longer have daytime 

shelter at the Liberty Center. They will be transported from/to the 

Surprise Resource Center. 

3. Additional evening monitors for the summer would be welcomed.  

ii. Feet N More - Max Klinkenborg 

1. Continues to provide showers the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the 

month with our Salvation Army partner in Surprise, which is in 

accordance with our 1 year contract with the City of Surprise. 

a. John Durbin, Diane Santos and John’s sons are playing in a 

charity golf tournament to support the Salvation Army on 

May 8. 

2. Many thanks to the volunteers, coordinated by John Durbin, who 

have supported this mission. 

a. Consider soliciting for additional volunteers from other 

churches and from the communities at large as the ministry 

expands. 

3. Max continues to meet with local leaders from other west valley 

communities 

a. Santa Teresita in El Mirage is a potential for Wednesdays 

in partnership with St. Vincent de Paul. 

b. Opportunities for partnership with Peoria and Glendale are 

anticipated as the cities open post COVID. 

c. Peoria accepted a grant request and will fund $5k starting 

July 1. 

d. Max to inquire re cooling stations in Glendale and how 

COTP may support those efforts this summer. 

4. John has begun working on identifying more precisely “What is 

our Homeless Ministry?”  

a. Is what we are currently doing enough or is there more that 

we should/could be doing? 

 

 

d. Criminal Justice/Prison Reform - Nancy Nonini  

i. 14 starter kits have been given to Arouet and a $250 donation from 

Thrivent was used to buy phones and calling minutes for distribution to 

newly released women from Perryville.  

ii. Pen pal training was held, with Pam Clark and Suzanne Boisclair 

becoming pen pals with women at Perryville.  

iii. 2 programs on Criminal Justice Reform are scheduled in conjunction with 

LLL with a focus on facts and stories related to Mass Incarceration. 

1. May 25th at 8:30 am - John Dacey and Robert Craig on Abolishing 

Private Prisons 

2. June 15th at 8:30 am - Kahlil Rushdan on Wrongful Conviction 

iv. Legislative updates - not much happening due to the election audit.  

1. HB 1064 on Earned Early Release vote is pending. 

 



3 
 

 

 

 

 

e. Palestinian Human Rights/Tent of Nations (formerly Palestinian-Israeli Issue) - 

Beth Moore 

i. 14 people attended the virtual program this morning where Daoud updated 

the group re the Farm and presented a video created by his daughters. 

ii. FOTTONA continues with virtual gatherings; hopefully a volunteer group 

will go to the Farm in October. 

 

f. Neighbors in Need -  

i. Nancy Mueller reported that the Sun City Computer Club donated 

computers to Dysart Community Center 

 

g. Immigration/Refugee - Larry Cornelius 

i. Larry went to orientation at LSS-SW 

ii. Refugees/Asylum Seekers, primarily from Central America are being 

brought to a school near the airport 

iii. Volunteers needed, especially Spanish speakers 

1. Assist with Transportation, clothes sorting, travel bags 

2. Consider using church bus to bring volunteers to Phoenix location 

iv. Larry to identify specific needs for donations (clothing, baby items, etc) 

and transportation 

v. Larry to monitor for volunteer opportunities in Glendale. 

vi. Nancy to create a poster for the narthex that will identify what clothing is 

needed for specific groups - asylum seekers, women at Perryville, men at 

Deep Within) 

1. Suzanne to write a future Palm Leaf article to outline the 

information. 

 

 

 

h. LGBTQ - No new information 

 
 

5. Other 

a. Wall Mural - Nancy and John met with Maikele Arapi, an artist/painter re a mural 

for the outside east wall. The cost is estimated at ~$10k. 

i. Need to identify a theme to represent all that is Church of the Palms 

ii. National UCC is sunsetting “3 Great Loves” and moving focus to racial 

justice. 

iii. Continue to discuss 

b. Ecumenical/Interreligious Retreat - on hold 

c. June Palm Leaf Article 

i. Nancy Nonini 
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d. Sunday Bulletin 

i. Pastor Paul Clark’s prayers 

ii. Nancy Nonini 

 

e. Other 

i. Nancy Mueller reported on AZMOM - Arizona Mission of Mercy Dental 

Days. Volunteer opportunity on 5/22/21. See attached for details. 

ii. Exploring a Hybrid Church grant to expand Social Justice through 

technology 

1. Continue to discuss 

iii. Summer meetings 

1. Continue to meet as scheduled, 2nd Friday at 1:30 pm 

 

6. Next meeting date - June 11 @ 1:30 pm 

 


