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Happy Father’s Day! 
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Social Justice Prayer 

 God of love and compassion: may we always recognize your spirit: 
 

• in the refugee family, seeking safety from violence; 
• in the migrant worker, bringing food to our tables; 
• in the asylum-seekers, seeking justice for their families; 
• in the unaccompanied child, traveling in a dangerous world. 

 

 Give us hearts that break open whenever our brothers and sisters turn to us. 
 Give us hearts that no longer turn deaf to their voices in times of need;                                     
 Give us eyes to recognize a moment for grace instead of a threat. 
 Give us voices that fail to remain silent but which decide instead to advocate prophetically. 
 Give us hands that reach out in welcome, but also in work, for a world of justice until all  
          homelands are safe and secure. 
 
 Bless us, O Lord... 
 - Fr. Dan Hartnett S.J. 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Phone: (623) 977.8359 

           14808 North Boswell Boulevard 

           Sun City, Arizona 85351 

Website:       www.thepalms.org 
Office Hours: Monday -Thursday 8a.m. - 1p.m. 
                    Friday  - Office Closed 
Office E-Mail: manager@thepalms.org 

Ministers The Whole Church  

Senior Pastor Rev. Paul A. Whitlock pastorpaul1911@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor Rev. Jim E. Alexander jim.alexander@thepalms.org 

Organist Elaine Klauser ebunney1@gmail.com 

Moderator John Durbin jst4us21@cox.net 

Faith Community Nurse 

Office Manager 

Judy Jondahl 

Lindsey Riley 

judyjondahlfcn@gmail.com 

manager@thepalms.org 

Members at Large Pat Durbin 
Eona Schulz 

jst4us21@cox.net 

jimandeona@hotmail.com 

Our Open and Affirming Statement 

The Church of the Palms, United Church of Christ, welcomes all people into the full life and 
ministry of our church, regardless of age, race, or gender; personal, mental or physical      
ability; gender identity or expression; sexual orientation; ethnic, cultural or religious       
background; marital, social, or economic status; or life history. We believe that God loves all 
people and offers us gifts by our diversity. We affirm families and relationships built on love, 

respect, responsibility, and trust. 

This week, let us pray for the members and ministries of Church of the Palms. 

LOVE OF CREATION 

Watch a Documentary on Creation Care and/or Environmental Justice:  Some examples 

include faith-based films such as Behold the Earth and Renewal, as well as other educational 

films such as The Story of Stuff.  Learn something new, and make a commitment to  

yourself to make a positive change in your life. 

https://www.beholdtheearth.com/
http://www.renewalproject.net/film
https://storyofstuff.org/movies/story-of-stuff/


 

 

“Sharing God’s Unconditional Love,  
Justice, and Extravagant Welcome”  

Our Life Together 

Sunday 6/20 7:30 a.m. Shared Conversations. Facilitator Bobbie Chapman B2L 

 10:00 a.m.  Sunday Worship SA 

 JOIN US ON-LINE AT  
https://thepalms.org/

online-worship-services/  

Happy Father's Day! Pastor Jim will be preaching from Mark 
4:35-41. What can we do when the wind and waves threaten to 

swamp us? Where is your life-line?  

 

Monday 6/21 4:00 p.m. I-HELP KH 

Tuesday 6/22 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Feet-N-More Shower Trailer Ministry  OS 

 4:00 p.m. Jump Start. Facilitator John Durbin  B2L 

Wednesday 6/23 9:00-11:00 a.m. Service Project Craft Group BR 

Thursday 6/24 10:00 a.m. Cosmic Christians. Facilitator Linette Stenberg B2L 

Sunday 6/27 7:30 a.m. Shared Conversations. Facilitator Bobbie Chapman B2L 

 10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship SA 

 JOIN US ON-LINE AT  
https://thepalms.org/

online-worship-services/  

It’s Open and Affirming Sunday! Celebrate the diversity we 
share. Read 2 Corinthians 8:7-15. Pastor Paul will be preaching 
on the spirit of generosity.   

 

 3:00 p.m.  Shea Darian Ordination Ceremony SA 

KEY  SA=Sanctuary, BR=Boardroom, B2B=Bridges to Boards, KH=King Hall, OS=Offsite, B2L=Bridges to            

Learning. Join us on the Bridge online! Visit https://thepalms.org/bridges and click on the link to participate. 

Medical Health Concerns                                           

Lynda Chubbuck, Mary Whitlock,                               

Jeff Scruggs, Jeanne Chisholm, Allean Scott 

Pending or Recovering from Surgery                                 

Prayer Requests                                                                                                          

Pray for John Cooper-Lara and family on the passing of 
his mother. Pray for churches working with migrants 
and asylum seekers. Pray for our I-HELP guests. Pray 

for our pastors and their families. Pray for the leaders 
and staff of the National Setting of the                        

United Church of Christ.  

Recordings of Previous Worship Services Are Now Online 
If you would like to watch one of our previous worship services online or share 
it with a friend, you can click on the link below. It will take you to The Church 
of the Palms YouTube Channel. From there, you can click "Subscribe" and 
that will give you access to everything we have recorded and posted. Enjoy!!  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtSWhlLbbpPHb8w2rg8Rl8g 

Shea Darian Ordination Ceremony — Sunday, June 27 @ 3 p.m. 
Shea Darian’s ordination is set for Sunday, June 27, 3:00 p.m., at Church of the 
Palms. Due to Southwest Conference guidelines for conference events during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, attendance may be limited. Registration is required on a first 
come-first served basis. We will confirm your reservation with you before June 
27. Register now at this link — https://bit.ly/3wAwfJS — or call our registration 

line at 623.748.3574. Thank you! 

https://thepalms.org/online-worship-services/
https://thepalms.org/online-worship-services/
https://thepalms.org/online-worship-services/
https://thepalms.org/online-worship-services/
https://thepalms.org/bridges/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtSWhlLbbpPHb8w2rg8Rl8g
https://bit.ly/3oRl3FW


 

 

The Church of the Palms  
ADDS AFTERNOON SHIFT FOR I-HELP GUESTS 

 

The excess heat warnings of this last week were brutal for everyone, but especially our I-HELP 
guests who are unsheltered from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day.  About half of our guests are over 
55 and many of them have health issues that make extended time in the heat a risk for them. 
COTP is currently hosting on Monday nights only.  We pick up our guests at the Surprise Resource    
Center at 4:00 p.m. each afternoon and transport them to our church.  We are considering picking 
them up at 1:00 p.m. and bringing them to COTP out of the heat for the afternoon.  To make this 
possible we will need a monitor to be with them at the church from 1-4 p.m. 
If monitoring for three hours on Monday afternoon is something you might be able to do, contact                             
Vickie Ashenbrenner at 831.233.2548.  If we have the monitors we will be starting ASAP. 

Excerpts from this article by Caroline Bologna 

 Father’s Day is not a joy-filled occasion for everyone. The holiday can bring up painful emotions 
for anyone who has lost a dad, has a turbulent relationship with him or struggles with other forms of 
trauma related to fatherhood.   “If Father’s Day is typically a hard day for someone, then this year that 
same person might have less ability to cope with it because of the emotional toll the pandemic has    
taken on their mental health. This could mean that emotions feel stronger or like they last longer.” says 
Nichole Bentley, a licensed therapist at Cityscape Counseling/Chicago. 
 “On days like Father’s Day, emotional scar tissue is reopened, as people feel the pain of what they 
never had or may have once had, but now it’s gone,” said licensed psychologist Tracy Thomas. “This is 
even harder when others are getting to have a more fulfilling celebration around you. The grief that 
people feel in this area may be more subtle the rest of the year, but when people see other people      
celebrating their dads, it generates more grief for those that already feel pain in this area.”  
 The process of coping is about going through the different emotions that arise, acknowledging 
them and responding in the way that’s best for you. Even if your emotional experience diverges from 
your expectations, it’s still natural and real. Here are some coping strategies which may be helpful for 
you as you work through this journey. 
 Reach Out To Loved Ones: They might be able to provide emotional support, validation,  
 perspective or problem-solving options. You may also want to connect with others in your  
 circle who might provide opportunities to help you express your feelings. 
 

 Make A List: You may want to consider making a list which contains the good times and  
 positive things your father may have done in your life, making note of the times he may     
 have been struggling with emotional issues of his own. Celebrate the good things that are   
 happening or happened versus what is not or didn’t happen within the relationship. 
 

 Carry On Traditions or Create New Ones: Find a way to carry on something important to   
 your dad. Whether it was something you did with him or something you did that made   
 him proud of you. Do it in his memory or in his honor. A new tradition could be exploring         
 a new place you think he might like or always talks/talked about going but never had/did.          
 Maybe it means having a day of self-care enjoying something that is just for you. 
 

 Talk to A Therapist or Counselor: Talking to a professional about your grief, emotions,      
 or challenges associated with Father’s Day may be helpful. They can provide a nonbiased       
 perspective centered entirely on your experience and needs. 
 Remember. You are not alone. The WISE Team here at The Church of the Palms can     
 provide support.            

National Alliance on Mental Illness Help Line                                 

1-800-950-6264  https://www.nami.org/help                          

Suicide Prevention Lifeline  800.273.TALK  

Translifeline 877.565.8860 

  Veteran’s Crisis Line  800.273.8255  press 1                            

Pastoral Care—Pastor Jim Alexander 623.792.5295    

https://thepalms.org/Tools2Thrive 

https://www.huffpost.com/life/topic/fathers-day
https://www.huffpost.com/life/topic/fatherhood
https://www.drtracyinc.com/
https://www.nami.org/help
https://thepalms.org/Tools2Thrive/

