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Our Open and Affirming Statement 

The Church of the Palms, United Church of Christ, welcomes all people into the full life and 
ministry of our church, regardless of age, race, or gender; personal, mental or physical      
ability; gender identity or expression; sexual orientation; ethnic, cultural or religious       
background; marital, social, or economic status; or life history. We believe that God loves all 
people and offers us gifts by our diversity. We affirm families and relationships built on love, 

respect, responsibility, and trust. 

This week, let us pray for the members and ministries of Faith Presbyterian Church. 

Social Justice Prayer 

O comforting God, in these times we are often left haggard and overwhelmed. The COVID-19 
pandemic continues to sweep a number of states, leaving the sick and the dying and the             
bereaved families. May we help where we can and never forget them, nor the doctors and  
medical personnel who treat them. These times have also been visited with disastrous forest 
fires, floods and hurricanes, adding even more homeless and jobless victims. May we help their 
recovery, and may they rebuild their lives in safe places. Most recently, we have lived through 
the stress of a prolonged national political campaign involving all levels of office. Now, President
-Elect Joe Biden and Vice President-Elect Kamala Harris deserve our congratulations, as well as 
our prayers that they may serve with great vision and wisdom and commitment to justice for 
all people. Yes, O God, we have known stress in recent days, yet we now have a feeling of 
hopefulness as we enter another Thanksgiving season. In Jesus’ name we give thanks. Amen. 

LOVE OF CREATION Save Energy. Although some energy-
saving techniques require some initial financial outlay, in the 
long term, the money you save can really add up. Cover pans 
when cooking: whenever you cook on the stove, always try to 
cover the pans – this reduces the amount of energy that          
escapes from open pans, plus the amount of time it takes to 

heat up food and boil water.  

 



 “Sharing God’s Unconditional Love,  
Justice, and Extravagant Welcome”  

 

 

Medical Health Concerns                                          
Sandy Krueger, Lynda Chubbuck, Corky Weiss, 

Katie Hardt, John and Mary Whitlock,                         
Creag Znetko, Gingi Ahokas, Darwin Wille, Bill 

Wainwright, Carl Adrian, Pam Moody,                        
Jeff Scruggs. Jeanne Chisholm’s nephew Tyler, 

who has been diagnosed with ALS. 

 

Pending or Recovering from Surgery                                
Millie Carlson, Bea Fintelmann                                    

Prayer Requests                                                                                                          

Pray for the Nassar Family. Pray for churches                
working with migrants and asylum seekers. Pray for 
our I-HELP guests. Pray for our pastors and their 

families. Pray for the leaders and staff of the                

National Setting of the United Church of Christ.  

Our Life Together 

Sunday 

11/29 
8:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Conversations with Debby Stinton. B2L 

 JOIN US ON-LINE AT  
https://thepalms.org/online-

worship-services/  

Video worship from the Council of Conference Ministers               
and the General Minister and President of the United Church 

of Christ.  

 

Monday 

11/30 
4:00 p.m. I-Help KH 

Tuesday 

12/1 
8:30 a.m. Shower Trailer Committee LB 

 10:30 a.m. Current Issues & Faith. “Structural Racism” by john a. powell, 

DVD with Q&A. Facilitator Kay Klinkenborg.                                                                     
B2L 

 4:00 p.m. Jump Start. John Durbin hosts.                   B2L 

Wednesday 

12/2 
9:00 a.m. Personnel Committee B2B 

 10:00 a.m. Board of Evangelism and Growth B2B 

 11:00 a.m. Spiritual Growth: "Reshaping Religious Imagination for          

Humanity" by Michael Morwood. Facilitator Kay Klinkenborg. 

B2L 

Thursday 

12/3 
10:00 a.m. Cosmic Christians. Facilitated by Linette Stenberg. B2L 

 1:00 p.m. Board of Worship and Fine Arts B2B 

Friday 12/4 4:00 p.m. I-Help KH 

Sunday 12/6 8:30 a.m. Conversations with Debby Stinton B2L 

 9:00-11:00 a.m. Sanctuary open for prayer. SA 

 11:30 a.m. Holy Grounds Coffee with Pastor Paul BR 

 JOIN US ON-LINE AT  
https://thepalms.org/online-

worship-services/  

This Second Sunday of Advent we from Mark 1:1-8. Prepare. 
How do we prepare for the peace which is Shalom?  Pastor 

Paul will be preaching.  

 

KEY  SA=Sanctuary, B2L=Bridges to Learning, B2B=Bridges to Boards, B=Bridges, KH=King Hall, LB=Labyrinth                 

https://thepalms.org/online-worship-services/
https://thepalms.org/online-worship-services/
https://thepalms.org/online-worship-services/
https://thepalms.org/online-worship-services/


 

The Church of the Palms’ W.I.S.E.  
focus will be combined for November 
and December .  Thanksgiv ing ,              
Christmas and New Year’s will be      
experienced differently than ever       
before in our lifetime because of 
COVID 19, traveling restrictions, sizes 
of groups recommended for safety. 
Amid celebrations and losses, we all 
come with anticipation and hopes of                
something to touch our souls as only 

the Divine can. 

“PROMISES” and reminders of God’s                    
continued presence can comfort and 
embolden our choices of how to         
respond to the myriad of emotions 
that holidays bring. Most of us own 
our nostalgic tendencies during this           
season. That brings sorrow and joyful             
memories. So let’s go exploring about 

God’s “PROMISES” for eight weeks.  

Please read the overview and scripture 
ties for each week and pray that             
Emmanuel will open you to new ways 
of celebrating the holidays of 2020.                 

God is with you! 

Important Phone Numbers 
National Alliance on Mental Illness Help Line   

1-800-950-6264  https://www.nami.org/help  
Suicide Prevention Lifeline  800.273.TALK              

Veteran’s Crisis Line  800.273.8255  press 1 
Pastoral Care—Pastor Jim Alexander 

623.792.5295 

I is for Initiator: “Psalms 42:1  “As the hart panteth after the             

water brooks, So panteth my soul after thee, O God.” 

God was/is and will be the initiator. Rev. Charles Christopher, a wise  
spiritual mentor for me, taught me the patterns so clearly woven in the 
Hebrew scriptures of God’s interaction with humans: Call/Lure, Response, 
Redemption. God initiates the lure, we respond (or we don’t). As humans, 
we respond with our best effort and intent. Sometimes we know we have 
hit the mark and other times we know we didn’t carry out our response 
as we hoped. God extends redemption … love and mercy. Whether we 
missed the mark or responded in a complete and full way … God initiates 
another Call/Lure. A beautiful cycle of interaction with The Divine. In her 
marvelous book In Wisdom’s Path: Discovering the Sacred in Every                 

Season, Jan Richardson writes:   

   “Here,                                                                                                          
   In the center of my chest,                                                                

   their constant dwelling:  

   the persistent yearning                                                                     
   the insistent craving                                                                                   
   the unbidden imagining                                                                               
   the desire awakening                                                                                  
   the daydream, the night dream                                                                       
   the reverie unfolding                                                                                    
   the language of longing                                                                                  

   drawing me home.    

There is something mysterious and magical that draws us to this           
season: longing for deeper connection, deeper understanding, more 
meaningful rituals. There is a constant dwelling, the language of longing. 
God is calling, God is luring us. May I be unabashed at  honoring what I 

hear in my soul. 
©KFK 

A RITUAL TO GUIDE US THROUGH THESE HOLIDAYS 

Kay Klinkenborg offered a ritual to assist us during these unusual holidays at the Nov. 10 Tuesday Breakfast in 
Your PJs. This ritual acknowledges God is the ultimate “LIGHT” and is never absent from us, even when we can’t 
see it or feel God’s presence. She suggested each home make an “altar” for “HONORING AND MEMORIAL.” An  
altar is a place to honor, to have a place to focus thoughts, a place you go with intention. Chose a location: center 
of dining room table, end table, any room in your home. You can place the items on the table, or a tray or plate.               
Use two battery-operated candles or tealights to place on your altar: one to honor those who cannot be physically 
present with you, the second to Memorialize the one(s) you have lost this year or in past years.                                    
Select photos, ornaments, mementos, any item that speaks to you of these persons in your life. Let your creativity 
flow. Have a small tablet or piece of paper and pen on which to write a memory, gratitude, etc. Each message you 
capture will be a blessing. Choose to pause at the altar as you feel led — once a week, daily, or particularly on the 
holiday. Remember to “temper,” as Shea Darian has taught us in our grief times; pace yourself, don’t make this           
a compulsion. Some questions to consider during this blessing time at the altar:                                                                              
What are memories that are special? What ways did this person bring light to my life? What blessings do I wish to 
send them? What blessing have I received from them?                                                                                          
There are 2 free, LED tealights for each household in the church office. You may pick them up during office hours. 

They are the gift of Life Long Learning Board and the Care Team of the Church of the Palms.   

https://www.nami.org/help

