
The Church of the Palms 

November 22, 2020 Reign of Christ Sunday 10 a.m. 

Thanksgiving and Stewardship Sunday 

Our Church Life 

Prelude 

Welcome  

Hymn 715 

Spiritual Reading 

Special Music 

Scripture Reading 

Message 

Hymn 714 v 1 & 2 

I Love My Church 

Special Music 

Pastoral Prayer 

Offertory  

Hymn 717 v 1 

Benediction 

 

We Gather Together 

 

Now Thank We All Our God 

A Plethora of People 

Arioso 

Matthew 25:31-46 

A Time of Thanksgiving and Stewardship  

For The Fruit of All Creation 

 

Bless This House 

 

 

Let All Things Now Living 

I Give All My Life to You 

Pastor Jim   

Elaine Klauser 

Pastor Paul   

Good Vibrations & Congregation 

Pastor Paul 

Good Vibrations 

Pastor Jim   

Pastor Paul   

Congregation 

Bobbie Chapman 

Jane Zukowski 

Pastor Jim   

Pastor Paul   

Congregation 

Pastor Jim 

Social Justice Prayer 
 

Spirit of God, we have heard your call to share in building up the Kingdom of God. Fill us with 
the desire to change ourselves and to change the world. Enflame our passion for justice into a 
commitment to address unjust situations and structures. Deepen our concern for our sisters 
and brothers in America and overseas who endure the burdens of poverty, war, exploitation, 
and persecution. Let us enthusiastically play our part in the mission of the Church in the               
modern world. Banish any complacency in our hearts and minds. Teach us to recognize the lack 
of justice. May we always act in the Spirit of justice. May we envisage, pray about and create a 
different sort of world in which injustice is replaced with a renewed sense of solidarity and 
care. Enlivened by the Spirit, may we go forth in the peace of the Holy Spirit to love and serve 

the Lord. Amen. 
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An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Phone: (623) 977.8359 

           14808 North Boswell Boulevard 

           Sun City, Arizona 85351 

Website:       www.thepalms.org 
Office Hours: Monday -Thursday 8a.m. - 1p.m. 
                    Friday  - Office Closed 
Office E-Mail: manager@thepalms.org 

Ministers The Whole Church  

Senior Pastor Rev. Paul A. Whitlock pastorpaul1911@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor Rev. Jim E. Alexander jim.alexander@thepalms.org 

Organist Elaine Klauser ebunney1@gmail.com 

Moderator Judy Jondahl judyjondahlfcn@gmail.com 

Faith Community Nurse 

Office Assistant  

Judy Jondahl 

Lindsey Riley 

judyjondahlfcn@gmail.com 

manager@thepalms.org 

Members at Large Charlotte Harger 
Terry Starr 

giantswon@msn.com 
rstarr9982@aol.com 

Our Open and Affirming Statement 

The Church of the Palms, United Church of Christ, welcomes all people into the full life and 
ministry of our church, regardless of age, race, or gender; personal, mental or physical      
ability; gender identity or expression; sexual orientation; ethnic, cultural or religious       
background; marital, social, or economic status; or life history. We believe that God loves all 
people and offers us gifts by our diversity. We affirm families and relationships built on love, 

respect, responsibility, and trust. 

This week, let us pray for the members and ministries of First Presbyterian Church. 

Honoring the birthday of 
Ruth Emanuel’s daughter, 

Catherine Hosfield  

Sunday Flowers  

Set up an appointment online at this link                                             

or by calling 877-25-VITAL (84825) 

https://www.bloodhero.com/index.cfm?group=op&step=2&opid=957811&opidh=4A3E6E41DC3576F4DA9C5325286AC5D4&idt=44152.4166782


 

WISE Congregation/Church of the Palms 

“Sharing God’s Unconditional Love,  
Justice, and Extravagant Welcome”  

LOVE OF CREATION One of the most direct steps you can take to reduce the 
impact your lifestyle has on the environment is reducing the amount of energy 
that you use in your home. Unplug your charger when your phone, laptop or 
tablet is fully charged. Similarly, when your phone is fully charged, unplug the 

charger to conserve power.  

 

 

Medical Health Concerns                                          
Sandy Krueger, Lynda Chubbuck, Corky Weiss, 

Katie Hardt, John and Mary Whitlock,                         
Creag Znetko, Gingi Ahokas, Darwin Wille, Bill 

Wainwright, Carl Adrian, Pam Moody,                        
Jeff Scruggs. Jeanne Chisholm’s nephew Tyler, 

who has been diagnosed with ALS. 

 

Pending or Recovering from Surgery                                
Millie Carlson, Bea Fintelmann                                    

Prayer Requests                                                                                                          

Pray for the Nassar Family. Pray for churches                
working with migrants and asylum seekers. Pray for 
our I-HELP guests. Pray for our pastors and their 

families. Pray for the leaders and staff of the                

National Setting of the United Church of Christ.  

Our Life Together 

Sunday 

11/22 
9:00 a.m.  Sanctuary open for prayer SA 

 11:00 a.m.  Holy Grounds Coffee with Pastor Paul  BR 

 JOIN US ON-LINE AT  
https://thepalms.org/online-

worship-services/  

Thanksgiving Sunday. Matthew 25:31-46 reminds us that we 

are the hands and feet of Jesus. Pastor Paul will be preaching.  
 

Monday 

11/23 
4:00 p.m. I-Help KH 

Tuesday 

11/24 
8:30 a.m. Shower Trailer Committee LB 

 10:30 a.m. Current Issues & Faith. “Structural Racism” by john a. powell, 

DVD with Q&A. Facilitator Kay Klinkenborg.                                                                     
B2L 

 4:00 p.m. Bridges to Learning: Jump Start. John Durbin hosts.                   B2L 

Wednesday 

11/25 
10:30 a.m. Spiritual Growth: "Reshaping Religious Imagination for          

Humanity" by Michael Morwood. Facilitator Kay Klinkenborg. 

B2L 

 1:00 p.m. Service Project Craft Group. Facilitator Bobbie Chapman. BR 

Friday 11/27 4:00 p.m. I-Help KH 

Sunday 

11/29 
8:30 a.m. Conversations with Debby Stinton B2L 

 JOIN US ON-LINE AT  
https://thepalms.org/online-

worship-services/  

Video worship from the Council of Conference Ministers               
and the General Minister and President of the United Church 

of Christ.  

 

KEY  SA=Sanctuary, B2L=Bridges to Learning, B=Bridges, KH=King Hall, LB=Labyrinth                  
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WISE Congregation/Church of the Palms 

The Church of the Palms’ W.I.S.E.  
focus will be combined for November 
and December .  Thanksgiv ing ,              
Christmas and New Year’s will be      
experienced differently than ever       
before in our lifetime because of 
COVID 19, traveling restrictions, sizes 
of groups recommended for safety. 
Amid celebrations and losses, we all 
come with anticipation and hopes of                
something to touch our souls as only 

the Divine can. 

“PROMISES” and reminders of God’s                    
continued presence can comfort and 
embolden our choices of how to         
respond to the myriad of emotions 
that holidays bring. Most of us own 
our nostalgic tendencies during this           
season. That brings sorrow and joyful             
memories. So let’s go exploring about 

God’s “PROMISES” for eight weeks.  

Please read the overview and scripture 
ties for each week and pray that             
Emmanuel will open you to new ways 
of celebrating the holidays of 2020.                 

God is with you! 

Important Phone Numbers 
National Alliance on Mental Illness Help Line   

1-800-950-6264  https://www.nami.org/help  
Suicide Prevention Lifeline  800.273.TALK              

Veteran’s Crisis Line  800.273.8255  press 1 
Pastoral Care—Pastor Jim Alexander 

623.792.5295 

M is for Mercy: “We never walk where Jesus hasn’t already 

walked.” —Hebrews 2:18; 4:15; 12:3   

Mercy is the verb of God’s promise to us. The Divine is full of  
compassion and a profound comforter at times of need. One of 
the hardest tasks I face is “showing myself mercy and                 
compassion.”  I am harder on myself than others are on me. I 
get my expectations running out of shoulds and coulds instead 
of “what would God have me do?” Just because I have a set of 
skills does not mean that I am being called to use all of them all 
the time. God’s mercy comes in a thousand ways; and you can                
identify many ways God has shown you mercy. I will share a                
personal one: I played the piano professionally since the age of 
15. I have played for churches, choirs, professional signers, vocal 
contestants, and community chorales. After 48 years, I found   
myself resenting vocalists handing me a piece to sight read, in 5 
sharps, and ½ hour to prepare. Tired of being at public events 
and asked on the spot to play for a large crowd or gathering. I 
struggled with “my gift” and why I felt angry. One evening in 
prayer time, it was clear to me: “Kay, just because you have had 
this talent does not mean there is a ‘should.’ Listen to what your 
heart is telling you, balancing your talents is the most                    
important.”  It is about listening to my conversations with God 
and what is God’s response of mercy to my quest? What is God’s 

response of mercy to my “should?”  ©KFK 

A RITUAL TO GUIDE US THROUGH THESE HOLIDAYS 

Kay Klinkenborg offered a ritual to assist us during these unusual holidays at the Nov. 10 Tuesday Breakfast in 
Your PJs. This ritual acknowledges God is the ultimate “LIGHT” and is never absent from us, even when we can’t 
see it or feel God’s presence.                                                                                                                                    
She suggested each home make an “altar” for “HONORING AND MEMORIAL.” An altar is a place to honor, to have 
a place to focus thoughts, a place you go with intention. Chose a location: center of dining room table, end table, 
any room in your home. You can place the items on the table, or a tray or plate.                                                               
Use two battery-operated candles or tealights to place on your altar: one to honor those who cannot be physically 
present with you, the second to Memorialize the one(s) you have lost this year or in past years.                                    
Select photos, ornaments, mementos, any item that speaks to you of these persons in your life. Let your creativity 
flow. Have a small tablet or piece of paper and pen on which to write a memory, gratitude, etc. Each message you 
capture will be a blessing. Choose to pause at the altar as you feel led — once a week, daily, or particularly on the 
holiday. Remember to “temper,” as Shea Darian has taught us in our grief times; pace yourself, don’t make this           
a compulsion. Some questions to consider during this blessing time at the altar:                                                                              
What are memories that are special? What ways did this person bring light to my life? What blessings do I wish to 
send them? What blessing have I received from them?                                                                                          
There are 2 (two) free tealights for each household in the church office. They are LED battery operated. You may 
pick them up Monday-Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. They are the gift of Life Long Learning Board and the 

Care Team of the Church of the Palms.   

https://www.nami.org/help

