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A Letter from Paul 

Our 50th Anniversary 
Celebration is upon 
us. The activities are 
all but complete. We 
now await the final 
celebration on 
Sunday, November 

3rd  with worship at 10:00 a.m. and a catered 
meal at the Sun Dial immediately afterward. 

It has been a year of building – including our 
labyrinths, a peace pole, and a new cross for the 
sanctuary. It has been a time of laughter with a 
dunk tank for the pastors, carnival games, and 
bingo. There were also special moments in 
worship as we celebrated our past; Len Silvester 
was named Pastor Emeritus. 

Time, talent, and treasure have been shared in 
ways rarely seen before. Thousands of volunteer 
hours in planning, setting up, and carrying out all 
of our activities has been a blessing. Talents 
have emerged to not only meet the need but to 
go beyond it. It has been a record-breaking year 
financially, too, with over $500,000 received 
from estate gifts! Plus, we’ve had the best 
regular giving (pledges) in our fifty-year history 
as well. God is good, all the time; all the time, 
God is good. 

 

 

Now we look to embrace the future, not just any 
future, but the one to which God calls us. A 
future of adjusting our sails to take advantage of 
the Spirit of God still blowing in this community; 
embracing our call to share God’s unconditional 
love, justice, and extravagant welcome. 

Now, all we need is you! Your presence is 
needed to complete the picture for our 
50th anniversary. I hope you can attend worship 
November 3rd. You will hear a commissioned 
anthem composed for us with lyrics from our 
own Jack Evans. Pastor Emeritus Len Silvester 
will speak on celebrating our past. I will talk 
about embracing our future. Communion will be 
served. Judy Green-Davis, Jim Meadows, and 
Pastor Emeritus Clint Reynolds will share in 
leadership in worship. After worship we will go 
across the street to the Sun Dial and enjoy a 
catered meal. I hope you can join us! 

Shalom, Paul 

November, 2019 



“Pet Memorial” 

Jim and I are dog people. Many of our friends are cat people, and some are both or neither. COTP is considering the 
creation of a pet memorial somewhere on campus.  If you fall into the category of people who have adopted fur  
babies into their lives, this may be of interest to you. A rainbow bridge on campus would certainly  
not be out of place. 
 
I suppose that if you do not own a cat or a dog, you may see this as a frivolous waste of space. I do believe that pet 
owners or not, most appreciate the love we have for our animals. We all have stories about how they have affected 
our lives in a positive way. As I wrestled with the demons in my mind early in my life, I always had my dogs to turn 
to. They were right there in my lap when I would break down in tears over the depression de jour. I have struggled 
with suicidal tendencies most of my life. I know for certain that there were moments that the presence of my dog 
kept me from turning right instead of left. Needless to say, I value my relationships with my dogs and that they were 
there for me but by the grace of God. I didn’t know God early on.  However, the whole, “mysterious ways“ concept is 
clear to me now.  Even though God gets all the credit now, my respect and appreciation for my dogs hasn’t changed. 
 
So, do our pets go to heaven? Regardless of what anyone says to me, they do.  The pet lover that I am, I strongly  
believe that our pets play a huge role in shaping  our lives and perhaps have a paw in helping us find our way to God 
at times when  we need to the most. 
 
Jim and I totally endorse the creation of a pet memorial at Church of the Palms.  I certainly don’t want to be the first 
participant as our current dogs are young adults and we will hopefully have many years with them. I also know that 
there are many members in our congregation that would appreciate such a project. For some, their little dog or cat is 
their best companion and losing them will be very difficult. I believe that a permanent marker to show our unending 
love and respect for our pets would be much appreciated. 
 
Jeff Scruggs 
Moderator 
 
“Dogs (and cats) have a way of finding the people who need them, and filling an emptiness we didn’t ever know we 
had.”   Thom Jones 

The November Fellowship Breakfast  will be at 8:30am on 
November 12th in King Hall.  Take this opportunity to learn 

more about wills, trusts and estate planning. 



 

 

 

 

 

Church of the Palms Provides Relief to the Homeless 
 

 Over a year ago our Social Justice Action Team was exploring ways to address the growing 
homeless population in our corner of Maricopa County.  We learned of a program that was being 
used in Avondale and four of our members went to see the program in action at the  
First Baptist Church.   
 
 The program was I-HELP run by Lutheran Social Services and it was having success, twelve 
homeless people at a time.  LSS provided the staff and resources for the program; churches provided 
housing and food for the guests for up to 90 days until they were settled in their own housing.  It 
was not a short term solution, like a soup kitchen or a shelter, but an intentional effort, focused on 
adults who had lost their housing through some bad fortune and needed temporary help to get 
back on their feet.   
 
 With the blessing of the COTP staff and the church council, members of the Social Justice  
Action Team began conversations with LSS and the city of Surprise, offering to be a host church 
should an I-HELP program be developed in the North West Valley.  LSS acquired the grant money 
needed to staff the program, other churches were recruited to host and the  
program was launched on Sunday, October 27, 2019. 
 
 A twenty member I-HELP Committee at COTP has been working for several months planning 
and preparing to host I-HELP every Monday evening beginning 10/28/’19.  Many volunteers have 
already committed to drive the bus, provide food and stay overnight in addition to financial support.   
 
 Church of the Palms will make a difference in the lives of our neighbors who ‘need a hand up, 
not a hand out’.  It will also be a blessing to our volunteers who show generosity and hospitality to 
our guests, a win-win endeavor. 

Our Women’s Friendship Group  

With busy holiday schedules we will 
meet only on the 13th this month.   
See you at 10:30 am to share love 

 and friendship. 



 

 Christmas for the homeless High School youth in November 
 

November is collection month for HART Pantry December youth gifting.  A tree will 
have cards for purchasing the Fast Food and the merchandise gift cards.    

HART Pantry suggest Walmart or Target $25 gift cards or $10 gift cards for McDonalds, KFC, Taco 
Bell etc.  Take one off the tree, buy your card, and bring the card back to the collection box.  The 
large cardboard box for HART is the place for other items such as throws, low cut socks, scarves 
and toiletries.  
 
HART PANTRY has grown in recent years to cover 6 high schools in the PUSD, 5 high schools in the 
Dysart school district,  Ombudsman School in Peoria, 6 high schools in the Glendale Union High 
School District,  Peoria Accelerated High School, Peoria Community Center teen program, Dysart 
Community Center and several schools through counselors of Eve’s Place.   

 

·       The Board of Trustees has been up to several projects, including recoating the roof over the  
Memorial Garden and the patio by the office; and getting bids for new doors for the west side of 
the church. 
·       The Social Justice Team announced our I-HELP program which began October 28. We had a 
blessing of that ministry and our volunteers on Sunday, October 27 during worship. It’s not too late 
to volunteer. 
·       Friday, November 1 at 7 p.m. we had a special All Saints Labyrinth walk.  
·       The Treasurer reported that we had a positive cash flow of $13K through September – fabu-
lous work! We are currently working on our 2020 budget. Once the budget committee approves a 
final draft, it will then go to the council for a vote. The congregation will vote on the budget at the  
Annual Meeting  Saturday, January 25, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. 
·       The final celebration in our 50th anniversary will be Sunday, November 3 at 10:00 a.m. for  
worship and a lunch at the Sun Dial after worship.  
·       We are working on a Pet Section for our Memorial Garden. No ashes, just a plaque where you 
can remember your beloved furry (or scaly) friend. 
·       The next Council meeting will be November 9, at 9:00 a.m. 



NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Barbara Arnold ........................ Nov 3 

Linda Hofmann ........................ Nov 8 

Michael Balch ........................ Nov 10 

Mark Behle ............................ Nov 10 

Toni Berg ............................... Nov 10 

Michael Spindle ..................... Nov 10 

Kevin Nicastro ....................... Nov 11 

Scott Wilson .......................... Nov 11 

Jack Elliott .............................. Nov 14 

Bonnie Adrian ........................ Nov 15 

Jim Chapman .......................... Nov 15 

Suzanne Boisclair ................... Nov 16 

Dawn Delaney ........................ Nov 26 

Bob Krueger ........................... Nov 26 

Bonnie Green ......................... Nov 26 

Inis Clark ................................ Nov 29 

Have You Started Your Holiday Shopping? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Instead of gift shopping at a big box or department store, have you considered giving one of a kind,  
handmade gifts to your loved ones and friends?  The Service Project Craft Group has a table of 
goods for sale in King Hall.  They can also accommodate special gift requests or you can purchase 
gift certificates so your friends can select their own items. 
 
If you are “crafty” and would like to use your skills to help others while you enjoy the fellowship of 
other crafters,  consider joining the group on Wednesday mornings at 9:00 a.m.  Bring your skills, 
ideas or use some of ours.  We provide materials/craft supplies and even have sewing machines 
you can use. 



 

 

 

 

 

The Annual Report Email Account 
 

We have been discussing the upcoming annual reports that are due from the boards and  
committees. As discussed in the last council meeting, Pastor Jim has created an email  

account for the sole purpose of collecting your reports as they come in. This is a big and  
important project. This designated email will help to keep information organized and  

easier to collate. All reports or any information for the annual report are to be sent to: 
 

      COTPrep0rts01@thepalms.org  
 

Jane Zukowski will be in charge of producing the annual report, so please be sure to use this email 
to correspond with her regarding any part of this process. 

 
Thank you for your cooperation, 

Jeff Scruggs 

NOVEMBER WORSHIP THEMES 
November 3:  
Come and celebrate our 50th anniversary Sunday.  The text will be from Micah 6:8.   
Pastor Emeritus Len Silvester will be discussing Celebrating our Past;  Pastor Paul will be talking 
about Embracing the Future.  So, you get two for the price of one! 
 
November 10: 
Pastor Paul will be using 2 Thessalonians 1: 1-4 as the text.  It will be the first Sunday of our  
Stewardship drive “Embrace the Future”.  Embracing the future will take our whole selves. 
 
November 17: 
Pastor Jim will help us explore “Infinite Possibilities” as we journey into the Thanksgiving and Ad-
vent seasons, right into the next 50 years of unconditional love, justice and extravagant  
welcome.  Isaiah 65: 17-25 will be the scripture for the morning. 
 
November 24: 
Jeremiah 23: 1-6 is the text.  Pastor Paul will be preaching.  On this Reign of Christ Sunday, for 
what do you give thanks? 

mailto:01@thepalms.org


CELEBRATING THE PAST 

 

 

 

 
The first Sunday of worship for Church of the Palms was World Communion Sunday, October 5, 
1969.  We are now officially 50!   
 
In a few days we will end our year of celebration with the triumphant worship and our  
anniversary luncheon.  To recap what we did this past year: 
 
• A Chili Cook Off, two Bingo parties, and a Cookie Bake Sale. 
 
• We dedicated not one, but two labyrinths.  A most unique Peace Pole graces the center of our 

labyrinth.  
 
• We honored Len Silvester as our Pastor Emeritus and celebrated our personal roots.  
 
• A number of us, including non member neighbors enjoyed an Afternoon English Tea  
 
• Easter Sunday the beautiful stained glass cross which now hangs in the back of  
      the sanctuary, was unveiled.  
 
• We received brand new pictorial membership directories.  
 
• A beautiful, original banner has been hung in the sanctuary.  
 
• Throughout the year we had an opportunity to purchase exclusive 50th anniversary tee shirts and  
      embroidered shirts. 
 
• We participate in the Amazon smile and scrip gift card programs.   
 

The 50th anniversary committee is extremely thankful for everyone who engaged in and  
rejoiced with us during this year of celebration.   

 

NOW WE TRULY EMBRACE THE FUTURE 



 
Jack is enjoying a trip to Italy in  
November so there will be no  

Jack’s Private Stock in  
November or December. 

Plan to come back in January for 
some  great entertainment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Annual Joyce Spaulding 

Memorial Thanksgiving Feast 

As is tradition, the Church of the Palms will host a Thanksgiving Dinner  
on Thursday, November 28, 2019 starting at 11:30 a.m.  

 
This is an opportunity to provide an extravagant welcome, remember our dear  

former members, the Spauldings, and to share our blessings together.  
 



RUMMAGE SALE PREPARATION 
There is a lot of hard work that goes into setting up the Rummage Sale.   

Thanks to all those that helped. 

 



HARVEST FEST FUN!! 


