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 A Letter from Paul 
     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“I thought things were supposed to slow down around here in the summer!  Ha!” 
 

While many of the Boards, Committees, and Council aren’t actively meeting, ministry 
and programs are happening at The Palms – Thanks be to God!  We have expanded our 
educational reach thanks to our Life Long Learning Board and our Pastoral Assistant 
Debby Stinton. Our weekly calendar is full! 
 

Our music program is hopping having hosted houses of worship in our Sing in Unity 
event. A special thank you to all our members who shared their gifts of music; thanks, 
also to our staff Elaine Bunney and Pastor Jim for all the extra effort.  Plus, the special 
music pieces in worship, week in and week out this summer, have been outstanding. 
Thanks! 
 

Our Justice Team is more active this summer than first imagined – the people of the 
world are hurting and we are responding with prayer, action, love, ministry, and support. 
If you have fled the awful heat of our summer, God bless you. I hope to join you in 
about twelve years and five months (but who is counting?).  Please know that we doing 
the ministry of the church and look forward to your return. 
 

For those of us year-round residents, dress in cool clothing, grab your bottled water, and 
head on down to The Palms.  Almost every week is packed with fun and educational 
opportunities. By attending regularly, you help when visitors come (and we have had a 
lot of first-time attendees this summer). The Evangelism Board is leading the way in 
welcoming – but it takes all of us greeting to make it happen. The Palms hasn’t taken 
the summer off – Thanks be to God! 
 
Shalom, Paul 

Pastor Paul Whitlock 

Pastor Paul has been watching too much “Seinfeld!” 
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DEBBY’S CORNER  
 

Joyous August to all, One of the benefits of being part-time is that I 

get to spend the rest of the time traveling.  I start out August by 

traveling to Columbus, Ohio on the 1st.  For this visit with my 

mother, sister, two nephews and two great nieces, we are going 

camping.  We are renting a cabin on Indian Lake, for those of you 

who are familiar with Ohio.  We plan on swimming, floating on in-

nertubes and making smores around a campfire.  My 6-year-old 

great niece, Jayde, who many of you have met has many plans for me while I am 

there.  For that I am grateful. 

 

I will be back in the office on August 8th in time for Women’s Friendship (Discussion) 

Group, where we have lively conversations and share great stories.  Our Sunday 

morning and Monday morning classes will be  

continuing in the same fashion.  I am looking forward to our Tuesday Morning Break-

fast about “Writing the Psalms” with Kay Klinkenborg.  She and I share a passion for 

creative and spiritual writing and I believe this can be fun for all of us. Plus, there is 

always yummy food. I hope that you all are enjoying your August and staying COOL! 

 

Be the Peace, Love, and Joy that you want in our world. 

                          

 DEBBY 

                  

  

Each person has innate creativity; the question becomes how to express it. “Writing the 
Psalms” is an experiential presentation by Kay F. Klinkenborg on models to tap your 
own sacred thoughts and create psalms like those found in the Hebrew Scriptures.  Did 
you know, it took over 70 people 1000+ years for the Psalms to be completed?  
 So-- there is not just one model. All has not been written that needs said….your voice 
is needed. Come explore ways to write your spiritual thoughts and questions. This  
interesting topic comes with a Continental Breakfast menu.  
 
Invite a friend or neighbor to join us!  
 

August Continental Fellowship Breakfast 
        “Writing the Psalms”  

Presented by Kay Klinkenborg 
      Tuesday Fellowship Breakfast  

            8 a.m. August 14th 
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Church of the Palms Summer Events!                    July-Waste Management Tour 

Super Summer Salad Spectacular!-July 
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Top Row: Pastor Paul, Pastor Jim, Jeff 
Scruggs  Bottom Row: Jane Zukowski, Ruthie  
Whitlock, Wendy Whitlock and Elaine Bunney 

Sheryl and Mike Campbell 
Faith Presbyterian   Toni Berg and Elaine Bunney 
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08/01    Scott Patrick 

08/01    Jerry Lovell 

08/03    James Clark 

08/03    Terry Murphy 

08/04    Doris Young 

08/07    Larry Koncelik 

08/07    Abby Atkins 

08/08    Phil Detienne 

08/10     Nancy Esty 

08/11    Bonnie Wyman 

08/13    Chuck Eckstein 

08/16    Linette Stenberg 

08/19    Carl Adrian 

08/19    Tina Reagan 

08/19    Terry Starr 

08/20    Erick Ahokas 

08/22     Peter Lewis 

08/27    Freda Ganther 

08/28    Carolyn Modeen 

08/29    Warren Pinter 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

BOWFA 
Free Summer 

Movies! 
 
 

The Board of Worship  
and Fine Arts 

 invites you to our  
Free Summer Movies.  

The films are great and the  
fellowship is outstanding!  

Snacks and cold drinks are available 
or you can bring your own. 
Please, no onion and garlic  

humus sandwiches! 
Meet us here in August and  
September for fun and film! 

 
 

Thursday, August 9th  
The Shape of Water 

 

The Shape of Water is a 2017  
American romantic  

dark-fantasy drama film directed 
by Guillermo del Toro and  
written by del Toro and  
Vanessa Taylor. It stars  
Sally Hawkins, Michael  

Shannon, Richard Jenkins, Doug 
Jones, Michael Stuhlbarg, and  

Octavia Spencer.  
Set in Baltimore, Maryland in 1962, the 

story follows a mute custodian at a 
high-security government laboratory 

who falls in love with a captured  
humanoid amphibian creature. 

 

Thursday, September 6th   
Victoria and Abdul 

1P.M. 
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How about that? I don't know about all 
of you but I was encouraged by our  
Adventure at Waste Management. We 
now know what they do and do not  
recycle and why. And I know I 
learned a lot. 

 
Thank you John Durbin for supporting our Field Trip both in Spirit and in being our 
shepherd at the wheel on the bus. Thank you Hutch for all you did in the  
background...as usual, and thanks Debby Stinton for sharing your crackers. And of 
course thank you Joyce Stoffers and Peter Lewis for carrying the torch and sharing your 
information, ongoing efforts, and time with us all in this enterprise. 
 
The consensus seems to be that we will do a Tuesday Breakfast presentation prior to 
another of these tours in early November. We also plan to see about having one of the 
people at WM Communications Department come and give us a presentation and do a 
question and answer session. . . perhaps advertised and open to the public.  
 
We intend to put together an article for the local papers about our tour and what we 
learned. That will require that I phone several of you and gather what you all picked up 
that I missed...which is quite a bit. There was some category called, what? aseptic? and 
much more. 
 
Anyhow, we all came back in good health and energized (as much as possible in 109  
degree weather).  
 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE TEAM 
WASTE MANAGEMENT TOUR 
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From Your Social Justice Team 

 

D 
uring the past several months we have witnessed a humanitarian crisis of 
refugees seeking asylum in our country only to find themselves in the  
middle of an ideological political battle. Children have been separated  
from their parents and have been treated like a political football, literally 

and figuratively, being kicked from pillar to post. We must remember that a refugee 
is a person who has been FORCED to leave their country in order to escape from 
harm in their own country and are unable to return because they fear serious harm if 
returned. Prior to acceptance by the U.S., the refugee must go through at least 20 
filters while waiting for approval. Many spend years waiting in squalid refugee camps.  
Historically refugees have been a special humanitarian concern to the U.S –
Remember the words on the Statue of Liberty! 
 
In the midst of the refugee crisis, the United States must not walk away from its spot 
as a world leader when it comes to assisting refugees and other vulnerable  
populations both here and abroad.  What is currently happening to families seeking a 
better life for their children in this country is tragic. Our broken immigration system 
is not the fault of those seeking a better life. It is rather a lack of political will and 
common sense on the part of our leaders. Congress has the authority to maintain the 
U.S Refugee Admissions Program at a level proportionate to the global crisis and in 
line with our capacity, history and values. Our UCC Southwest Conference is stepping 
up to help call attention to what is happening at the border and to help churches like 
Church of the Palms become an active player in this process. Your Social Justice Team 
will be participating in the “Week of Faithful Witness at the Border” and encourages 
other members of our congregation to become involved as your time an interest will 
allow. Please take a moment to read about the opportunity to become involved. 

 
 

Seeking justice through Prayer, Action, Love, Ministry & Support (PALMS) 
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Many people have asked us, “What can we do beyond giving money?”  
 

Faithful Witness AT the Border 

The Southwest Conference is calling for a week of Faithful Witness at the Border, 
 August 26 – 30, 2018 that will include: 
 
• A humanitarian mission to the Mexican side of the border to visit and take supplies 

to asylum-seekers in shelters and camped out at the ports of entry due to a  
    slowdown in applications being received. 
 

• Solidarity actions at the detention facilities in Eloy and Florence where parents of 
kids separated from their families are being held. 

 

• Training and strategy sessions around ‘Being an Immigrant Welcoming 
    Congregation’ and ‘Acting as an Advocate and Ally’ with members from the UCC  
    Washington office. 
 

• Conversations with local ministry partners in Arizona - The Samaritans and other  
    immigration ministry groups. 
 

• A visit to Operation Streamline immigration court where parents whose children 
were taken away are appearing in the hope of finding their kids. 

 

  

(cont. next page) 

 

http://www.swcucc.org/s/Supplies-Needed-at-the-Border.pdf
http://www.swcucc.org/s/Supplies-Needed-at-the-Border.pdf
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Faithful Witness FOR the Border 
 

We will also call congregations and conferences to host their own local Faithful Witness 
for the Border events that might include: 
 
• Begin the process for becoming an Immigrant-Welcoming Congregation. 
 

• Organize and attend town halls and candidate forums and ask questions about how 
candidates would approach immigration policy. Set up in-district visits with your 
members of Congress to share your UCC faith witness on immigration. Submit  

    letters to the editor and editorials in your local and regional papers.  
 
• Raising money and collecting supplies for humanitarian relief at the border—

PLEASE USE THIS VERY SPECIFIC LIST OF SUPPLIES. 
 

• Writing letters of welcome IN SPANISH that can be distributed to asylum seekers 
as missives of love and welcome, an alternative message to the government 

    (No need for example letter. The ones we are getting are terrific) 
 
• Fundraising to support living expenses of migrants seeking asylum and who are 

prohibited by law from holding employment in the US while their case is 
    processed. 
 
• Participate in an immigrant detention visitation program in your area  
    (https://www.freedomforimmigrants.org/visitation-network/) 
 
• Partner with local immigrant rights groups to join/organize a rally at an immigrant 

detention facility for adults, ICE office, or border patrol station nearby.  
    (https://www.ice.gov/detention-facilities)   
 
• Host a fellowship event with a local migrants/an immigrant group in your  
     community to get to know one another and listen to their stories. 
 

• Contributing to the UCC “Keep Families Together” campaign. 

Housing information: We have a block of 20 rooms at the Best Western  
Green Valley Inn. 

 

Southwest Conference United Church of Christ 
917 East Sheridan 
Phoenix, AZ 85006 
Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday | 9AM - 5PM 
Wednesday | 9AM - 1PM 

 email: Conference Staff 
 phone: 602 - 468 - 3830 
 toll free: 800–822-0821 

 

 

https://www.ice.gov/detention-facilities
http://www.swcucc.org/staff
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The Great Courses 
 

      Lost Christianities:  
       Christian Scriptures and the Battles over Aesthetician 

Professor Bart D. Ehrman, Ph.D., M.Div. 

Every Sunday 8:30 a.m. 
 
 

The University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 
In the first  

centuries after Christ, there was no "official" New Testament. Instead, early  
 

Christians read and fervently followed a wide variety of Scriptures—many more than 
we have today. 

 
Relying on these writings,  

Christians held   beliefs that today would be considered  
 bizarre. Some   believed that there were two, 12, or as many as 30 gods. Some 

thought that a  malicious deity,  rather than the true God, created the world.  Some 
maintained that Christ's death and resurrection had nothing to do with salvation 

while others insisted that Christ never really died at all. 
What did these "other" Scriptures say? Do they exist today? How could such  

outlandish ideas ever be considered Christian? If such beliefs were once common,  
why do they no longer exist?  

 
These are just a few of the many provocative questions that arise from 

 Lost Christianities:  
Christian Scriptures and the 
 Battles over Authentication. 

 
 
 

Join us, and add your own questions! 
 



12 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
“Cosmic” Christians  

 
This energetic group meets on  

Tuesdays from 11:30 am till 1pm.  
 

 The Cosmic Christians began a new 
book on Tuesday, July 10.   

 
“Prophetic Imagination” by  

Walter Brueggemann will be the focus 
of our discussion.   

 
 Discussion will include applications 
and questions that this brings to us 
personally and to our church, our  

families and our communities.  This 
series has no book; handouts will be 

provided for each class session. 
 
 

All are welcome.  We meet on  
Tuesdays from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Feel free to bring your lunch, many 

do. If you have any questions,  
contact Linette Stenberg,  

curlinsten@msn.com.  
  
  
 
 
  

 
 

 

Life Long Learning 

Eclipsing Empire 

Monday’s 10:00 a.m. 

You wont want to miss this  
Life Long Learning presentation of  

“Eclipsing Empire.”  
The cinematography and the  
subject are both amazing. 

 
Paul, Rome, and the Kingdom of God  

Join preeminent New Testament  
scholars Marcus Borg and John Dominic  

Crossan on location in Turkey as they trace 
the Apostle Paul's footsteps throughout the  

Roman Empire.  
Starting into our 5th week of this 12-session 

DVD and web-based study, we 
 explore fresh insights into Paul's  

message of the Kingdom of God, its challenge 
to Roman imperial theology, and the apostle's 

radical relevance for today.   
 

Filmed in High-Definition across Turkey, 
Greece, and Italy. 
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Items DONATED BY THE CHURCH OF THE PALMS as of 7/29/18 
 

75 large Backpacks 
  4 planners 
12 rulers 
Gift Cards 
  9 Composinbooks 
  3 calculators 
17 Highlighters 
37 Spiral notebooks 
  5 Binders 
20 Tissue packs 
  6 water bottles  
16 pairs girls socks 
19 pairs boys socks 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
Sanctuary Choir will begin on Thursday,  

August 30th at 2:30p.m. Come and  
join the fun! 

 
We will sing for the first time in  
worship on September 9th!   
 

 
Good Vibrations Hand bell Choir will begin a little later. 

 

 
Watch your Order of Worship for more information!  

Hart Pantry 
 

 Wow! 
 

“Thanks to the generosity of the  
members of The Church of The Palms, we 
are well on our way to meeting all of our 

goals for back to school needs!” 
 -Ruth Langford 
The Hart Pantry 

August 
 Food Items Needed 

 

Apple Sauce cups  
or fruit cups 

Vegetable cups   
Fruit juice packs  

100% Capri Sun juice 
Carnation Instant  

Breakfast (packets) 
Single ply lunch napkins 

Scotch tape, pens, pencils, mechanical 

pencils, colored pens, colored pencils 

erasers, pencil sharpeners and glue 

sticks. Too Many to count! 
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Services in August 

    Lord’s Day Service each week at 10 a.m. 

 
 

For bus pick-up:  
Please Call The Mary Kennicott:  

623-977-8359 or 623-249-8999 

Week  

 

August 5:  John 6:25, 28-29. Pastor Paul breaks out a top ten list on what 

we should and should say. It should be fun and challenging. It will be a 

communion Sunday. 
 

August 12: John 6:31, 41-51. We all have a daily minimum requirement of 

nutrition. Well, what is your daily minimum requirement of God? Pastor Paul 

will be preaching. 
 
 

August 19: Pastor Jim will be preaching on Ephesians 5:15-17. Deciding 

how to spend your time may be the most important decision you 

make...make it a wise one! 
 

August 26: Joshua 24:15 will be the text. In it, Joshua proclaims that he will 

serve the Lord. What is it that we serve – God or ??? Pastor Paul will be  

exploring that idea with us. 

 

 

 

Lila Merlino 

1930 — 2018 

Ann Kovacks 

1927 — 2018 
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CHILI COOK-0FF! 
 

A Fund Raiser for  
The Church of the Palms  

50th Anniversary Celebration! 
 

SUNDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 22ND  
AFTER WORSHIP 

IN KING HALL 
 

 

Don’t forget to  
sign-up in  

the Narthex! 
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Drawn together by the Holy Spirit, we 

are a distinct and diverse community 
of Christians that come together as 
one church, joining faith and action.  
 

In covenant with the church in all of 
its settings, we serve God in the co-
creation of a just and sustainable world 
as made manifest in the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 
 
“That they may all be one,” Jesus, 
speaking in prayer.   —John 17:21 

 

 

Palm Leaf is a monthly newsletter from 
the Church of the Palms that makes it easy 
for you to keep up with opportunities, 
events, and friends at church. 
 

Articles deadline:  15th of each month 
 

 

You may submit an article or information 
for an article by: 
 

Email (manager@thepalms.org) 
Phone (623-977-8359),  
Or drop it off at the church.  
 

  
Office Staff:  

Pastor Paul Whitlock, Senior Minister 
Jim Alexander, Associate Pastor 
Debby Stinton, Pastoral Assistant 

Deborah Martin, Secretary 

 If  you use Facebook, you 

are invited to “like”  The 

Church of the Palms and  

become a friend of  

the church.  

Photos from events and  

outings reposted there. 

The Church of the Palms 

14808 N. Boswell Boulevard, 

Sun City, AZ 85351  

Phone (623-977-8359) 
 

 Summer Office Hours:  

Monday-8am-Noon   

Tuesday-Friday 8 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m.                       

Office e-mail: manager@thepalms.org 

Website: www.thepalms.org 

We offer: 
 
Sermon Gallery 
Paul at the Palms 
News and Events 
The Palm Leaf Newsletter 
Monthly Calendar  
General Synod News 
Photos 
New Member Orientation Dates 

mailto:manager@thepalms.org
http://www.thepalms.org/
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