
Matt 7:1 - 5



1. Why the charge of hypocrisy? 
Are we (Christians) “guilty”?

A. A hospital for sinners.
•Healing center for the broken

B. Spiritual maturity is a process.
C. Hindered by the crowd.



• Are we (Christians) that bad?

Does the “data” fit the charge?
A. “The Character Gap: How Good Are 

We?” by Ellison (2018). 
•Domestic abuse 2x higher wo church
•Lower crime rates for 43 separate crimes
•3.5x more likely to give
•2x more likely to volunteer



2. A related charge against Christians 
is self-righteous “finger-pointing.” 
Are we guilty?

• Matt. 7:1-2 Judge not, that you be not 
judged. 2 For with the judgment you 
pronounce you will be judged, and with the 
measure you use … 

• Matt. 7:15-16 Beware of false prophets, ...
16 You will recognize them by their fruits…



What should distinguish us is not 
finger-pointing but being a neighbor.
36 "Teacher, which is the great 

commandment in the Law?“  …, "'YOU 
SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH 
ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR 
SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.‘  39

"The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE 
YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' (Matt. 
22:36-39 NAU)



3. Jesus humbles us by reversing
the object and order of judging.

• Matt. 7:3-5 Why do you see the speck 
that is in your brother's eye, but do not 
notice the log that is in your own eye? … 5 
You hypocrite, first take the log out of your 
own eye, and then you will see clearly to 
take the speck out of your brother's eye.



We are all sinners. How can we 
see ourselves as righteous?

A. 1 Cor. 6:9-10  Do not be deceived: 
neither the sexually immoral, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who 
practice homosexuality, 10 nor 
thieves, nor the greedy, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers 
will inherit the kingdom of God. (ESV)



4. We can never see the whole picture 
of another person’s life or struggle. 

• John 7:24  Do not judge according to 
appearances, but judge with right 
judgment.

• 1 Sam. 16:7 …, For the LORD sees not 
as man sees: man looks on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks on the 
heart." 



Application.

1. Jesus commands us to reverse the 
“object” and the “order” of our judging. 
Identify who or what you judge most.  

• Next time:  
1. ask the Holy Spirit to reveal your own 

sin; confess it, and turn from it.
2. Replace your anger with a prayer for the 

group or person.



Application.

2. Study this passage this week and ask the 
Lord to reveal to you what your “house” 
is founded upon: the rock of His word or 
the shifting sands of society.

•Matthew 7:24-27
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