
Ruth 4 

Cultivating a 
Godly 

Influence 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ruth proposed to Boaz:At mother-in-law instruction:Threshing floor where Boaz asleep.Uncovered his feetAsked him to be her covering.To be her “kinsmen redeemer”`Ruth 4:1-6; 9- 11aHow can fathers and grandfathers cultivate a godly influence among our sons and daughters; and one another?



“Law of kinsman-redeemer”: 

• Closest relative of deceased 
husband: 
1. Marries his widow 
2. Acquires his land 

• Perpetuates his family name and 
keeps his land in his family. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jewish law: If a Jewish husband died, his nearest kin was obligated to marry his widow. The relative could say “no” and the obligation would fall to the next in line, and so on. The law of kinsman-redeemer; the law of the close relative had two purposes:The closest living relative of the deceased was to:Keep the land in the family name. (4:4, the closes relative agrees to do this)Keep the family name from expiring. The redeemer was expected to have children by the widow to perpetuate the name of the deceased. The children would be named after the father. (4:6, I can’t; it will endanger my own estate. To bring in a wife is a large expenses and one I am not willing to bear).Two things were required:Marry his widowPurchase the land that the husband possessed.



1. Boaz gives us a mark to shoot 
for: 

A. Treated others with respect. 
B. He acted responsibly.  
C. He did it the right way. 
D. Cared about people.  
E. Obeyed the law of the land. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Boaz was a man of good character.Treated others w respect. Ruth. Arab, widow, young woman. At no point do we find Boaz treating her unjustly bc of her race or her plight as a woman wo defense. He could have taken advantage of her, called her names, and ignored her need for food.Jonah and the Ninevites. What he does is insure that none of his harvesters treat her unjustly.Naomi. Every opportunity he had, he provided food for her. The last occasion was after the night of the proposal, he fills Ruth’s arms with grain and says “You do not want to come home to your mother-in-law empty handed.” Harvesters.Way he addressed them.Acted Responsibly. He said he would take care of the requirements of the law that day. 3:13. 4:1. Nobody had to nag him, remind him. He took the initiative himself. Did  it the right way.The ceremony of redemption.Honest. Candid. Principled. Doesn’t cut cornersTransparent. Full disclosure.Cared about others.Ruth at his feet. He builds her up. Everyone knows what kind of woman you are.He protects her reputation.He instructs grain to be purposely dropped to provide for her. Instructs workers not to touch her, insult her, or rebuke herObeyed the law of the land.Meets w the closest relative.Asks 10 leaders to be witnesses to the transaction.Signs the contract to validate their agreement with his sandal.Boaz knew and submitted to God.Why not like Jonah?Character is the sum of all these traits and qualities. We add the word “good” bc the bottom line is this is a GOOD man. How can we teach our sons and daughters to be people of good character if we do not set this as a standard for ourselves?In the times we are in, how do we practice being people of character amidst the social unrest we are in? 



Rep Tim Scott, Republican SC: 
“I can be pro-law enforcement and 
pro-communities of color. You can be 
both," agreed Scott. "God is not 
colorblind. He actually loves diversity. 
He embraces diversity, and we should 
too, and we should treat each other  
according to Matthew 22:39 (Love your 
neighbor…) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Boaz brought a God-solution to the pain of Ruth and Naomi.Tim Scott and Greg Lauie, pastor, discussing the current problem for blacks and whites in America and the world:Why must we choose a side other than God’s? The only way we can be pro-law enforcement and pro-communities of color. Why? Because God is. “I can be pro-law enforcement and pro-communities of color. You can be both," agreed Scott. "God is not colorblind. He actually loves diversity. He embraces diversity, and we should too, and we should treat each other  according to Matthew 22:39 (Love your neighbor…)



2. The Word of God had to be 
more to Boaz than a book he 
never got around to reading. 

• Ruth 2:12 The LORD repay you for 
what you have done, and a full 
reward be given you by the LORD, 
the God of Israel, under whose 
wings you have come to take refuge! 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Word of God had to be more to Boaz than a book he never got around to reading. His words:To Ruth:The Lord repay you.  God is the one you are serving, not Naomi.  Full reward. He knows our hearts and sees our actions even if no one else knows. What goes around comes around.Under whose wings you have come to take refuge. He is the one we must find shelter from, not our own gifts, abilities, talents. Workers. His greeting. While she was there, Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters. "The LORD be with you!" he said. "The LORD bless you!" the harvesters replied. (Ruth 2:4 NLT)He reveals himself as a man of God. He has put himself out there as one who walks with God. His actions: Boaz knew the word and he acted on the word. (Matt. 7:24-27 ESV)People saw the Word of God in Boaz’s actions:Do our sons and daughters see us in the Word. Carson.Recall my mother every day in her chair reading her Bible.Youth. Spiritual leader?Read the word. 



• 1 Pet. 2:2 Like newborn infants, long 
for the pure spiritual milk, that by it 
you may grow up into salvation— 
 

• Ps. 1:2-3 but his delight is in the law 
of the LORD, and on his law he 
meditates day and night. 3 He is like a 
tree planted by streams of water that 
yields its fruit in its season, and its 
leaf does not wither. In all that he 
does, he prospers.  

 



3. Boaz practiced a “top down” 
way of life. 

• Ruth 2:12 The LORD repay you for 
what you have done, and a full 
reward be given you by the LORD, 
the God of Israel, under whose 
wings you have come to take 
refuge! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Boaz had a top down view of how to live this life.Ruth 2:12 The LORD repay you for what you have done, and a full reward be given you by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge!The Lord repay youUnder who wings you have  come to take refuge.Then Boaz became the wings of God that brought shelter to Ruth and Naomi.OT version of how we are to “love one another.” Boaz became the wings of God that brought lasting change into the lives of Ruth and Naomi:



He [Boaz] said, "Who are you?" And 
she answered, "I am Ruth, your 
servant. Spread your wings over your 
servant, for you are a redeemer." (Ruth 
3:9 ESV) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
She uses his words to her to rephrase her proposal for marriage to him. “Spread your wings over me, for you are a redeemer.”Boaz had a top down view of life. He knew God. He had submitted to God. And because he was devoted to God, he did what God would have him to do. Who can we have lasting change in our families? In our country?The South Carolina senator shared that ultimately his relationship with Christ is what motivates and strengthens him to continue the fight against racism. He and Laurie agreed that God must be invited into the conversation if society is to seek lasting change.  "So if we're going to treat the subject right, we have to view it not from my view up, but from the Lord's view down, and that's the best way for us to make progress in this nation.," Scott noted.The past for the church?What might have happened if in the history of the 1960’s the church had taken a “top down” view of racism? How would history have changed if we had? Did you know that the white church “went missing” during the Civil Rights movements. It was the  federal government that took the lead in beginning the long road towards ending racism.The Civil Rights Act of 1964, which ended segregation in public places and banned employment discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex or national origin, is considered one of the crowning legislative achievements of the civil rights movement.The Civil Rights Act of 1968. Its primary prohibition makes it unlawful to refuse to sell, rent to, or negotiate with any person because of that person's inclusion in a protected class. The goal is a unitary housing market in which a person's background (as opposed to financial resources) does not arbitrarily restrict access.Stand with People of Color; Stand with men and women in blue?Speak Invite God into the conversationRepentance and forgiveness are opposite sides of the same coin.



Martin Luther King (letters from jail): 
• The judgment of God is upon the 

church as never before.  
• We will have to repent in this 

generation not merely for the 
hateful words and actions of the 
bad people but for the appalling 
silence of the good people. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.Justice too long delayed is justice denied. The judgment of God is upon the church as never before. We will have to repent in this generation not merely for the hateful words and actions of the bad people but for the appalling silence of the good people. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. (Amos 5:24 ESV)



4. We must teach our children 
that if “God is for us, who can 
be against us?”! 

• Ruth 3:10 And he said, "May you be 
blessed by the LORD, my daughter. 
You have made this last kindness 
greater than the first in that you have 
not gone after young men, whether 
poor or rich.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The way others respond to us reveal to whom we are really devoted.Supervisor.(Ruth 2:6-7 ESV)  6 And the servant who was in charge of the reapers answered, "She is the young Moabite woman, who came back with Naomi from the country of Moab. 7 She said, 'Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves after the reapers.' So she came, and she has continued from early morning until now, except for a short rest." (Ruth 2:6-7 ESV)Naomi. (Ruth 2:20 ESV)  20 And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, "May he be blessed by the LORD, whose kindness has not forsaken the living or the dead!" Naomi also said to her, "The man is a close relative of ours, one of our redeemers." (Ruth 2:20 ESV)Ruth.He said, "Who are you?" And she answered, "I am Ruth, your servant. Spread your wings over your servant, for you are a redeemer." (Ruth 3:9 ESV)



Children with active fathers: 
1. Less likely to live in poverty 
2. More likely to do better in school 
3. Less likely to do jail time 
4. Less likely to abuse drugs and 

alcohol 
5. Less likely to be sexually active 
Web site: Artofmanliness. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Less Likely to Live in PovertyMore likely to do Better in SchoolLess Likely to Do Jail TimeLess likely to abuse drugs and alcohol as teensLess likely to be sexually active as teensMore Likely to Have a Larger VocabularyMore Likely to Be Encouraged to Take Healthy RisksStudents whose fathers were highly involved at school were 43% more likely to receive A’s
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