
Bearing Fruit for Christ 
John 15:1, 4-5 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What grows good grapes?What gives meaning in life?Is there anything in your life worth dying for?Prayer.Read Scripture.



Review - What is a “Disciple”? 

• One who accepts and assists in 
spreading the doctrines of another. 
• According to Merriam Webster. 

 
• And “comes after Jesus” – Luke 

9:23 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Accepts the teachings of Jesus. Repents and believes in the name of Jesus for forgiveness of sins and receives the gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38Assists in spreading the teachings of Jesus. Matt 28:19-20. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of …, teaching them to observe…Follows Jesus - One who comes after Jesus is one whose life is modeled after that of Jesus.Luke 9:23, And he said to all, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.  And He said to him, "'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.' 38 “…  39 "The second is like it, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' (Matt. 22:37-39 NAS)34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. (Jn. 13:34 NAS)



1. Jesus is the true vine.  

• Jn 15;1-2  "I am the true vine, 
and my Father is the vinedresser. 
2 Every branch in me that does 
not bear fruit he takes away, and 
every branch that does bear fruit 
he prunes, … 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notice Jesus taught deep truths from the “normal” around him. True vs false.True – way to God.Jewish context.  Relationship w God and growing the Church.the vine – Israel as the people of God. Hos. 10:1 Israel is a luxuriant vine that yields its fruit. The more his fruit increased, the more altars he built; as his country improved, he improved his pillars. (ESV)Jer. 2:21  Yet I planted you a choice vine, wholly of pure seed. How then have you turned degenerate and become a wild vine? (ESV)Jn. 1:12-13  But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. (ESV)Roles:Father – gardener. Phil 2:12-13  … work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.Son – vine; supplies the food.Bread of life. Jn 6:35Living water. J n 4:10For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." (Rev. 7:17 ESVLife. Jn 1:4, in Him was life….Disciples/followers – branches; bear the fruit.What is fruit?Lives that mirror the characteristics of Jesus:Gal. 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. (ESV)Lives that give witness of Jesus:But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 27 And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning. (Jn. 15:26-27 ESV)Lives that are other focused in the name of Jesus. Take the cup of water. Lives that love other believers. 



Gal. 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 
gentleness, self-control; against 
such things there is no law. (ESV) 



 Jn. 15:12 "This is my commandment, that 
you love one another as I have loved you.  
 
1 Jn. 4:12 No one has ever seen God; if we 
love one another, God abides in us and 
his love is perfected in us. (ESV) 



2. The bearing of fruit is the result 
of abiding in Christ. 

 
• John 15:5  I am the vine; you are the 

branches. Whoever abides in me and I 
in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing.  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How does one abide?The word of God.Making time for Christ. IN his presence during the day.



3. The bearing of fruit is the mark 
of discipleship. 

• John 15:2, 15:6, 15:5 
• John 15:8 By this my Father is 

glorified, that you bear much fruit 
and so prove to be my disciples. 
(ESV) 
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Presentation Notes
15:2. Branches that don’t bear. Taken away.15:6  Branches that don’t abide dry up. They are thrown away.15:2. Branches that do bear fruit. He prunes – to increase the fruit.15:5. Branches that abide, bear much fruit. 15:5. Apart from Christ we can do nothing.15:8. The bearing of fruit proves that I am a disciple of Christ. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. (Matt. 5:15-16 ESV)



4. The essential of discipleship. 

Jn. 15:9-10 As the Father has loved 
me, so have I loved you. Abide in my 
love. 10 If you keep my commandments, 
you will abide in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father's commandments and 
abide in his love.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Essential:As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 15:9The fruit of Christ’s love for me is the cross of Jesus.Motivates my life priorities.Fuels my desires. Results in my love of the body of Christ. 



Next Step: 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Luke 9:23, A disciple is a follower of Jesus who puts himself behind the interests of Jesus, takes up the will of God for his life, daily, and follows Christ. Matt 28:19-20. A disciple is one who obeys the commands of Jesus, including the command to make disciples of others.John 15. A disciple is one who abides in the love of Christ, the word of Christ, and bears fruit as the result of abiding in Christ. That fruit is the character of the person of Christ living in me through the presence of the Holy Spirit. That fruit is also being a witness to those who do not know Jesus. It is the love of God revealed through my actions. We love because he first loved us. 
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