
John 14:1-9 

The Savior Provided 
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Presentation Notes
Context.Jesus is with his disciples in the upper room. It is the last night of is life with them. Of course, they are unaware of what is before them. John, the author of the letter we are reading, writes of this event some 50 years plus after the event. Tradition has it that John was the youngest of the disciples and he died of natural causes around AD 98 while resident in the city of Ephesus. The saying of Jesus as recorded in the 14th chapter is preceded by Jesus’ partaking of the Passover meal with his disciples, the washing of the disciples feet, and the exit of Judas to betray him to the scribes and Pharisees. Jesus has just revealed to them that he is “going away” and that where he is going they cannot follow now, but will follow later. Peter, the impulsive sort that he was, exclaims, “”lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you!” To which Jesus replies, “Will you lay down your life for me Peter? For I say to you that before the rooster crows, you will deny me 3x. Can you imagine the shock of the 12 disciples at this point?Jesus has revealed that from among there own number, a betrayer is present, Judas. He has left the room, and even though the text tells us they did not understand then, they would understand very shortly.Jesus has told them he is going away and they cannot follow him. Peter, the Rock, their leader, the one whom Jesus has declared to them that he was the “rock and upon that rock, Jesus would build his church and the gates of hell would not prevail”; this man who has pridefully declared that he would never desert his Lord, this man, Jesus has told them would betray him 3x. Talk about shock, confusion, the stirring up of the spirit within the hearts and minds of all of the remaining disciples, these feeling are the context of how we are opened to the 14th chapter of John.Can you relate? When was the last time, the circumstances in your life were such that you might be able to say that you can relate to what is going on in John 14:1? Where is Jesus when life gets all stirred up?Overview:Where is Jesus when life gets stirred up?How can I experience Jesus as Savior:Believe means to trust not to accept a set of facts about Jesus.Jesus goes to “prepare a place” for me.The preparation is not a construction project in heaven it is the way to knowing God that is revealed in the cross and resurrection of Jesus.Jesus is the SOG. He is equal with God. Because Jesus has prepared the way:I can know God in the here and now.I have a place reserved for me in heaven.Jesus makes a claim of exclusivity than cannot be denied. It may not be believed, but it is clear, the proclamation he makes.



1. Jesus is our “ram 
caught in the thicket” 

• Gen. 22:13-14 And Abraham lifted up his 
eyes and looked, and behold, behind him 
was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. 
And Abraham went and took the ram and 
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of 
his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of 
that place, "The LORD will provide"; ..." 
(ESV) 
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Tell the story. Paid his ticketHe turns to his wife, “The Lord always provides a ram caught in the thicket” Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. (Jn. 14:6 ESV)



2. To trust Jesus is to 
trust God. 

• John 14:1 "Let not your hearts be troubled. 
Believe in God; believe also in me.  

• Jn. 14:9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been 
with you so long, and you still do not know 
me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen 
the Father...  
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John 14:1, John 14:9John 1:18, No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the father, he has explained him.To see Jesus is to see God.To know Jesus is to know God.God brings peace thru the midst of the storm. So does Jesus.Only God forgives – but God has given Jesus that authority.  God can forgive sins because all sins are against God.Lk. 5:20-24  And when he saw their faith, he said, "Man, your sins are forgiven you." 21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, saying, "Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?" 22 When Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answered them, "Why do you question in your hearts? 23 Which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, 'Rise and walk'? 24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins"-- he said to the man who was paralyzed-- "I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home." (ESV)Lord of the Sabbath. Jesus’ disciples rubbing grain from the stalk on a Sabbath. Why do your disciples do what is unlawful on the Sabbath?Sabbath was made for man not man for the Sabbath. In other words, man was not created so he could keep the Sabbath. The Sabbath was created for the good of man. The Pharisees lost sight of the meaning of keeping the Sabbath. The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.God created the Sabbath. He gave us the commandment to keep it. If Jesus is lord of the Sabbath, then he is equal to the one who created it. He is the Creator of the Sabbath. Jesus is claiming to be God.Only God can calm the storms of life – but Jesus is God in human flesh and he does likewise.  Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress. 29 He made the storm be still, and the waves of the sea were hushed. (Ps. 107:28-29 ESV)You will see the SOM seated at the right hand of God and coming on the clouds of heaven. Dan 7:13-14John 14:2. I go to prepare a place for you and if I go, I will return and receive you to myself



3. To not come is to reject 
the “ram” provided. 

• Jn. 14:6 (ESV)  Jesus said to him,  
1. I am the way, and  
2. the truth, and  
3. the life.  
4. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
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Remember the context. 13:33 I am leaving you. You will follow me later.14:3  I go – to prepare a place for you so that where I am there you may be also.John 10:7, Truly, truly I am the door of the sheep.10:9, I am the door, if anyone enters through me he shall be saved…1Co 2:2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.  Phi 3:7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ  What can wash away my sin, nothing but the blood of Jesus. What can make me whole again, nothing but the blood of Jesus. How can Jesus make this claim? You may not agree with it; you may say “it is no fare.” You may say but what about all those people who do not come thru Jesus. You may say that is too intolerant, too narrow a way. But what you cant see is that Jesus didn’t make the claim. Pluralism posits that there is more than one valid religion and that no single religion has a monopoly on truth. It asserts that there are many paths up the same mountain. Ultimately, so the claim goes, we’ll all meet at the top in our respective spiritual journeys. When a religion claims to have the market cornered on divine inspiration, its disconcerting. Our culture is more comfortable with the blind men and the elephant analogy—where each religion represents a blind man touching a different part of an elephant, never having the whole picture. This analogy positions those who take the pluralist position as having the full view of the “elephant.” Ironically, this position leads to its own truth claims. In fact, the pluralism perspective finds itself steeped in the same intolerance and exclusivity that it despises and rejects. We know the truth…and it is found in a little bit of every religion. Embrace it. Live it.Bigot - a person who is intolerant toward those holding different opinions. a person who is obstinately or intolerantly devoted to his or her own opinions and prejudices, especially : one who regards or treats the members of a group (such as a racial or ethnic group) with hatred and intolerance. One who is narrowly or intolerantly devoted to his or her opinions and prejudices. This word is a general term that applies to everyone (racists, anti-Semites, misogynists, homophobes and xenophobes).Just as whites can be bigots, so can blacks, browns and yellows.Exclusivity, meanwhile, is the kingpin of only.�



4. The evidence is in the 
“scandalos.”   

•1 Cor. 1:21-23 For since, in the wisdom of 
God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of 
what we preach to save those who believe. 22 

For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek 
wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 
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Jesus’ exclusive claim to be the “only way” is one thing. But notice the content of the “only way.” it is shall we say, “ridiculous” in its claims.The claim is that Jesus is the Son of God. He has the power, the resources, the completely annihilate those who took him and nailed him to the cross.  So how can a God be put to death by humans? Ridiculous. By his sheer death, he proclaims himself the weaker. If he is the weaker, he is certainly not a god.Yet, Jesus did nothing to stop it. He embraced it. Said “Unless a grain of wheat falls to the earth and dies, it remains by itself alone, but if it dies, it bears much fruit.Its an offense to the Jew because the Jews believed that the Messiah would bring the Jews to their rightful place as the people of God that the Messiah would lift the burden of the Romans from their necks and restore their land and their kingdom. But Jesus did not do that. The Jews mocked him for it. To boot, he was crucified on a cross, and to anyone that this happened it was seen as a curse from God. But that must lead us to a logical conclusion.Jesus did die.Jesus did rise from the grave.Jesus’ death and resurrection birthed Christianity through the message that God so loved the world that he gave….The foolishness of the message is how God proves the authenticity of his message – he saves those who believe. Scandal translates the meaning: “that which causes offense and thus arouses opposition - 'what causes offense, offense.' “First, we must embrace the scandal of the gospel. The gospel is scandalous. There’s no getting around it. In fact, Paul talks about this scandal in his letter to the Corinthian church. He uses the Greek word that we derive the English word scandal from in writing to the Corinthian church. He writes, “We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block [Greek scandalize] to Jews and foolishness to the Gentiles” (1 Corinthians 1:23).



5. The cross of Jesus is the 
provision of God for us. 

•Jn. 14:2 In my Father's house are many 
rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you? (ESV) 

•Genesis 22:14 So Abraham called the name 
of that place, "The LORD will provide"; ..."  

• Isaiah 53:5-6 
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Jn. 14:2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? (ESV)In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. (Jn. 14:2 NAU) But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned-- every one-- to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isa. 53:5-6 ESV)Not ascending to heaven to build rooms for us. The emphasis is not on the result – the rooms; but on the going. The going is the cross of Jesus. Likened to Abraham’s ram, it is act of the sacrificial ram taking the place of Isaac. Likewise, Jesus is our sacrificial offering to atone for our sins. 
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