
Love that Overcomes 
Obstacles 

Matthew 15:21 - 28 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Leaves Gennesaret (14:34) to Tyre and Sidon.



• Life was not going the way this mom expected.  

A. She came out “crying”  v 22. 
B. She was alone.  

• Daughter not with her. 
• Father/husband not with her. 
• No other relative with her. 

C. “severely oppressed by a demon…” v 22 
• No physical illness mentioned. 
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Not the way it was to go. I think it worth noting that many of the moms in the sanctuary can relate to the mother in our text. To sum it up, “life was not suppose to go this way.” This is not the happily ever after family life that she had hoped for; maybe even prayed for. The only information the text gives us is to show us the desperate state of this mother; and the length she will go to save her daughter. Canaanite mother. She is a Canaanite, perhaps a descendant of those living in the land when the sons of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, made their way into their promised land some 1000 or more years before. She would have likely been Palestinian Arab. If you watch the modern day struggles between the Jews and the Palestinians today, it was very likely the same struggle in her day. The surprising thing about this story is that Jesus leaves his homeland outside of Capernaum and journeys into the region of Tyre and Sidon, areas for centuries hostile to Jews but now under the hand of the Roman Empire. A mother alone. Where is the daughter? Where is the husband and father? Has her husband died? Is she a widow? Is she divorced? The text does not tell us either. It is not normal for a mother to leave her home and journey to a crowd, alone, particularly of Jewish men on a journey in the rugged cross country between Israel and Tyre. Such a thing would have been unheard of. In Mark 5:22, Jairus, a synagogue official, comes to Jesus. His 12 year old daughter is dying. She is not w her father for she is too sick. Jairus’ daughter dies as Jesus is delayed healing another woman. When Jesus and Jairus learn that she has died, Jesus’ response is “she is only sleeping.” He goes to her and heals her at her home.In Matt 17:15, another child, a son, is brought to Jesus’ disciples by his father. This child is described as demon possessed. He often falls into the fire or into water. Matt 17:15. The disciples cannot heal him. Jesus does.The daughter is severely oppressed by a demon. Another quite unusual fact in the story. The only illness mentioned in the text is that the woman is “severely” oppressed by a demon. The Greek word translated, “severely” - “high point on a scale of extent; implying harm and seriousness of the state - 'seriously, severely, grievously, dangerously.” (Louw-Nida Lexicon). The NAS translates the daughter’s condition as “cruelly.”  Think about it. This was not suppose to be this way. If a daughter is “cruelly” oppressed, the sense of the meaning is that in her childhood she was the child with the bright cheery smile, whose presence brought joy, laughter, and fun. But something has happened. She has changed. Was it some form of trauma the child wen thru, so grave in its impact that it separated the family, broke the house up.Violent? Addicted to drugs or promiscuity? We do not know. All we know is a mother is desperately seeking deliverance from the only source she knows to find it.  She is near hopeless. Never believe that when life is not going the way you expect it to go, that God does not see what is going on? That he has deserted you. Why do I say so? This is the only event in Jesus’ excursion from Capernaum, his home, to the land of the Gentiles, Tyre and Sidon. John 7:15, Jesus says, I only do what my father is doing.”In Christ, there is always hope. 



1. She did not let her hopelessness keep her from 
stepping. 

A. Messages from her world: 
1. She was a Gentile  (Arab; Syrophonecian). 
2. She was a woman. John 4:27 
3. She was at the “back of the line.” (Matt 15:23) 

B. Messages in her own head: 
1. It is hopeless. No one can help me. 
2. Is God punishing me? This must be my fault. Matt 

15:23 
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Mark 7:26, SyrophonecianMessages from her world:She was a Gentile (Palestinian Arab or a Greek).Jews and Gentiles do not help one another.She was a woman.Cant speak in public with men in public.She was at the “back of the line.”Messages in her own headNothing has worked before.He is not stopping for me.



2. She brought herself to Jesus, first. 

•  Matt. 15:22 And behold, a Canaanite woman from 
that region came out and was crying, "Have mercy 
on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is 
severely oppressed by a demon." (ESV) 

•  Matt. 15:25 But she came and knelt before him, 
saying, "Lord, help me." (ESV) 
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The first thing I want you to notice about the mother is what she did for herself. If you look closely at what the text says, it states, “Have mercy on me.” (v 22)  She doesn’t say “have mercy on my daughter.”  It appears that the woman realizes that the struggle that she has been through as a mom has changed her. It has stolen her dreams. Her plans. Her joys. Maybe her husband, the girls father. We cannot know. But what we know is she is at the end of her rope. And she is coming to Jesus. She has given so much to her daughter in her selfless love, that she has nothing left to give.She says a similar statement in v 25, “Lord, help me.” Reality is she doesn’t need just help – she needs hope. The demon oppressed child has nearly destroyed the mother who brought the child into existence. Had carried her for 9 months, had nursed her, had sacrificed for; and now, it appears that she cannot take another moment of this life. It has overwhelmed her. What do you do when life is too much? You come to Jesus. 



3. Having come herself, she “brought” her daughter 
with her.  

•  Matt. 15:22 And behold, a Canaanite woman from 
that region came out and was crying, "Have mercy 
on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is 
severely oppressed by a demon." (ESV) 

•  Matt. 15:25 But she came and knelt before him, 
saying, "Lord, help me." (ESV) 
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What do you do when life is too much? You come to Jesus. There were connected. When this Canaanite mother fell at the feet of Jesus under the weight of her daughter, she simultaneously laid her daughter at the feet of the Savior. You cannot separate the burden the mother brought from the daughter that created the burden. Because she loves her daughter and her daughter is suffering, mother brings herself and along with her is the concern that led her out of her house sometime earlier that day. To come was to bring the daughter. They were connected you see. For Jesus to have mercy on the mother was to have mercy on the daughter. My mom “brought me” when I saw her over and over again in her chair in the den, blue bathrobe on, bible open, journal out, sitting with Jesus. Interceded for her daughter. She took her daughter to Jesus when she came herself. You do that when you pray, you petition the Father on behalf of your children. Mom’s be diligent in your prayers for intercession. Don’t give up. Find your way to the Savior particularly in those times when your heart is breaking the most for something that is going on in your child’s life.Before every day of school, my wife, Debbie, knelt with them at their beds and prayed with them. Before every football game, Debbie would circle the football field praying for our oldest son, QB at Mt Hebron, not to be injured. Mercy for mom? Its interesting because the word mercy means that we don’t receive a punishment we believe we are due. The mother is asking for mercy. Why? The mother must believe she is somehow, at least partly, responsible for the daughter’s spiritual oppression. How so? Did she fail to protect her? Did someone hurt her and now the anger of the daughter has so overcome the daughter that is a spiritual oppression of the daughter because of some action by the mother.  Have you ever felt like you were to blame for whatever goes wrong in your life and in the lives of others? Moms do you frequently find yourself saying, “If I had only done ____________” this would not have happened. Do people around you always tend to blame you for something going wrong, even if it really wasn't your fault? Mom, mom, mom….What do you do when you cant seem to be free of guilt, shame, and everyone else’s finger pointing at you? What if the finger pointing at you is your child’s?  You come to Jesus. You cry out to Jesus, “Lord, help me.”   



4. There may be times when Jesus’ “silence” is 
deafening.  Don’t lose hope. Keep believing.  

•Matt 15:23 But he did not answer her a word. 
And his disciples came and begged him, 
saying, "Send her away, for she is crying out 
after us.“ 

•  Matt. 15:24 He answered, "I was sent only to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.“ 

• John 1:11, Isaiah 53:3, Mat 21:38, Acts 13:46 
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We must address two things in this passage. First, why did Jesus delay his answer to her? Why was he silent?The will of God takes primacy over our petitions to God. Israel was God’s first missionary field for Jesus. John 1:11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. (Jn. 1:11 ESV)Isa 53:3 He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Luke 19:43 "For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, and surround you and hem you in on every side, 44 and they will level you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation." Act 13:46 And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, "It was necessary that the word of God be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. What is the point? The will of God was that Jesus was first to go to the Jews. After they rejected him, he would turn to the Gentiles. This woman is a Gentile. It is not the proper timing for her prayer to be answered. Yet, it was. Starter log. Secondly. What does the woman do? She keeps on believing. Keeps on coming.Salvation, deliverance of your children is a process. It is like starting a fire with wet wood. Only way to do that is with a starter log. You are your child’s starter log. 



4. She refused to give in to her hopeless 
circumstances. Her love pushed her to the 
“front.” 

•  Matt. 15:25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, 
"Lord, help me." (ESV) 

• Matt 15:23, but he did not answer her a word. And his 
disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, 
for she is crying out after us.” 
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She made her way to be in front of Jesus. I want to be sure you see what has happened in the text. The mother first came out to Jesus and his disciples crying out at the top of her lungs. It appears that the crowd was large enough so that somehow she got pushed to the side or she fell behind. Jesus continues walking. He is likely leading the group. Why do I say that? Because at no time does the text tell us that Jesus was going to such and such town. It is almost as if Jesus is taking a stroll to a nameless destination in the Arab area of Palestine, Tyre and Sidon region. I say that she seems to fall behind because of what the disciples say in Matt 15:23, but he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” Picture the scene. She has become an annoyance to the disciples. She is following after them, all the while crying out to the entire group, “Have mercy, please have mercy.” Then, notice what happens next. Matt. 15:25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, help me." She comes and “kneels before him.” It appears that the mother has somehow moved locations. She was behind them. Then, somehow, she makes her way so that Jesus is stopped right in his tracks. Now, once again, she says, “Lord, help me.” There is no more fruitful location that you can locate for your children than on your knees before the Lord, interceding for them in prayer, crying out to the Lord for them. No place akin to the phrase “prime real estate.” Don’t take your losses into the next game. 



Next Steps 

1. Will you come to Jesus, first, this morning?  
2. What or whom will you lay at his feet in the 

same way that the mother of Canaan laid her 
daughter? 
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