
God’s Plan and Purpose for His Word!  
Isaiah 55:8-11 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today, I lots of information to tell you about. If there is one thing that I have become more aware about as I have prepared for this series is one overwhelming thought: God wants to communicate with us. Real conversation. Conversation that keeps you coming back. Did you know that:God has his own “quality control department” when it comes to His word? And, when was the last time you were at the ocean and you came across some design or message someone had left in the sand? Did you know that the Lord has his “sand castles” his “messages in the sand” all over the world just waiting for us to discover them? And finally, if you’ve ever wondered if God really wants to speak so we here, you will see it today. BC he couldn’t make it any plainer to us. Pray with me.Read Isaiah 55:8-11



•Isa. 55:11 so shall my word be that goes out 
from my mouth; it shall not return to me 
empty, but it shall accomplish that which I 
purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for 
which I sent it. (ESV) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 10 "For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. (Isa. 55:8-11 ESV)His claim.  Notice the claim of v 11. The Word of God has gone out from the “mouth” of God. That is a pretty amazing statement. I did a little more research with my bible software on the Word going out from the mouth of God and coming down to us:Thus says the Lord – 415x; take “thus” off and just search “says the Lord” – 489xThe Lord said – 274xGod said – 52xJesus said – 139xThe Bible is clear about one thing – God is quite a conversationalist. And he wants to talk with you and me. His Word, the Bible, is one of his primary ways to do that. In that, perhaps, it is his most primary. If that is the case, then you would think that he would go to great efforts to get his word to us. Last week, we talked about two men he used in a mighty way to get his Word to us in English. John Wycliffe and Willaim Tyndale. I know that we do not all speak English as our native tongue. So for those whose native language is not English, forgive me. Translations.  “As of October 2017 the full Bible has been translated into 670 languages, the New Testament has been translated into 1,521 languages and Bible portions or stories into 1,121 other languages. Thus at least some portion of the Bible has been translated into 3,312 languages.” Why so Because as the Word says, “the Word will not return to the father until it accomplishes what he intends it to accomplish!



1. God’s “quality control” experts are called 
“textual critics.” 

(Video #! – “archaeological.study.bible) 
A. Textual criticism: 

•A branch of textual scholarship whose purpose 
is to bring us the most accurate translation of 
the Bible as compared to the earliest writing 
(autograph). 

B.  Gnostic gospels or the four gospels? 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I don’t need a scholar telling me about errors. I can remember reading a commentary many years ago and coming to a section where it began to describe the accuracy of the text that I was reading. I remember thinking to myself something like, “I believe the Bible is God’s written word. If it says it, I believe it. I don’t need a scholar telling me that what I was reading was not in some older manuscripts. God is quite able to write my bible. Textual critic as quality control specialist.  Yes, God is quite able to write your bible and mine. Isaiah 55:11 says that when God’s word goes out, it will accomplish that which God purposes it to accomplish. Textual criticism is one of the ways that God insures that it does precisely that. Textual criticism is God’s plan for “quality control.”The reason why God needs a “quality control” department is because he chose to use human beings as his pen in the writing of Scripture  in nearly all instances except the writing of the 10 commandments on tablets of stone (Ex 31:18). And human beings are not perfect. Greedy; self-serving; 2 Pet. 1:16  For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. (ESV)He did not create us to be perfect. So human beings are fallible. Textual criticism is the branch of biblical translation that insures that you are I are reading the closest words to what the original manuscript (called an “autograph”) was when it was first penned by its human author. Ghostic gospels – Wednesday night study.Through people who believed in the importance of providing us with a readable, accurate text, we have been given the modern-day Bible:J Wycliffe in 1384W Tyndale in 1516Authorized KJV in 1611King Henry 8th, and the Church of EnglandPuritans who brought us the KJV To the many modern translations:Word for wordSense to Sense



How does the textual critic 
handle “errors” in manuscripts? 

•“Variants” – A variation in wording, including word 
order, omission or addition of words, even spelling 
differences. 
A. trivial  – misspelled words, word order 
B. Substantial – changes meaning of the text. 

“How We Got the Bible” by Lightfoot 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A textual variant is any place among the manuscripts in which there is variation in wording, including word order, omission or addition of words, even spelling differences.It’s the nature not the number that matters.  Most bible scholars put the number of variants at 400,000; there are 138,000 words in the Greek NT.  No other document in the ancient world has that many textual variants. Yet, the NT is considered the most reliable document from antiquity. How is this possible? Because it’s the nature not the number that matters. How types of copying errors are made?Textual criticism breaks errors into two primary types: Trivial and substantial.Trivial – misspelled word and of no consequence to the biblical text. Omission or addition of such words as “for” “and” or “the”; To read, “the one who has ears” or “the one who has ears to hear” Words are spelled differently over the years. John 5:2, Bethzatha, Bethesda, or Bethsaida?Matt 1:18, “the birth of Jesus Christ” or “the birth of Christ Jesus”?400,000 errors and only 138,000 words?Canons of textual criticism refers to guidelines for critics in determining the best readings of a text. For example:The harder reading is better (a reading is less likely to be original that smooths diffiuclt readings).The shorter reading is better (scribes are more likely to add rather than delete)Variants: How are they counted?How are variants counted?Suppose someone said that there are over 200,000 errors in the NT. How can we be sure that we have the original NT message?If we have over 5,000 manuscripts (and counting) and one misspelled word occurs in 4000 manuscripts, then we have 4000 errors. “In this connection one fact especially needs to be emphasized. This large number of variations exists in exact proportion to the number of manuscripts that we possess. There are far more copies of the New Testament than of any other book from the ancient world. Because we have more New Testament manuscripts, we have more variations. Suppose we had only ten manuscripts of the New Testament. IN so few manuscripts, the total number of variations would be small. But if we had only ten manuscripts, the New Testament text would not stand on as sound a ground as it otherwise does.”Lightfoot, Neil R.. How We Got the Bible (p. 96). Baker Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 



A. Matt 5:44: 
•KJV, NKJV: But I say to you, love your 
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good 
to those who hate you, and pray for those who 
spitefully use you and persecute you. 

•NASB, NIV, ESV, NRS, NLT: But I say to you, 
love your enemies, and pray for those who 
persecute you. 

B. John 7:53 – 8:11 (5th century, Codex Bezae); 
Mark 16 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Examples of substantial variations might include two texts: Mathew 5:44 and John 7:53 and how textual criticism handles such.Here we see a comparison of translations using textual criticism (which uses the best manuscripts to translate the text):The NKJV is the English translation based upon the Greek NT translated by Erasmus in the 16th century. Erasmus translated the first Greek NT in 1516 which was the basis for the later translations by Luther, Tyndale, and the KJV in 1611. Critical Greek Text NAS, NIV, ESV, NRS, NLT.  The most recent Greek Text is the Nestle-Aland Edition of the NT by Nestle and Aland published in 1927. It is based on the oldest Greek manuscripts, the Codex Synaiticus and the Codex Vaticanus, late 3rd century writings, and discovered in the 19th century by Constantine Tischendorf at St Catherine’s Monastery at the foot of Mt Sinai. John 7:53-8:11. The story of the woman caught in the act of adultery is included in almost all translations of the NT only in brackets. Why? Because only one 5th century manuscript, Codex Bezae, has the story in it. The Codex Sinaiticus nor Codex Vaticanus, neither of these manuscripts written some 150 years earlier but not discovered until the 19th century were available to textual critics and translators.But does this mean that the story did not happen. No. Does it mean it does not reflect our Lord and the way he responded in the 1st century or in the modern-day to our own sin, mistakes and failures. Absolutely not. That is why it is included in the scriptures, but it is done so with explanation. The textual critics job is to bring us an accurate text. So rather than omit the story, they include it with an explanation so we have the full story. Their purpose is to provide us with the truth and to do so with transparency and providing the “whole story.”Lightfoot, Neil R.. How We Got the Bible (p. 99). Baker Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 



2. The “proof” is in the 
numbers! 

B. “Bibliographical test” -  
•Compares the bible to other ancient works, 
e.g., Homer, Aristotle, Herodutus: 

1. Time gap 
2. Number of existing copies. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The time gap refers to the period between the date of the original manuscript and the date of our oldest existing manuscript fragment. The small the gap the more likely the fragment is viable, that is, actually contained in the manuscript. The number of existing copies means what it says. The higher the number the greater the likelihood of discovering precisely what the original said. 



Author Work Date of 
Original 

Year of 
Oldest Copy 

Time 
Gap # MSS 

Homer Iliad 800 BC 400 BC 400 yrs 1,757 

Herodotus History 480–425 
BC AD 10th Ct 1350 yrs 109 

Caesar Gallic 
Wars 

100-44 
BC AD 9th Ct 950 yrs 251 

NT  Bible AD 50–
100 AD 130 40 yrs 5,795 

Bibliographical Test 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First, let us be reminded that there is no original manuscript of the ancient days that is still in existence for any ancient literature. However, the Bibliographical test has the purpose of comparing the NT copies that we do have available, by work, to see how the NT compares to other ancient works.As we can see, the table compares four different ancient writings. The NT (bottom line in green) is compared to Homer’s Illiad, Herodutus’ History, and Caesar’s Gallic Wars. Notice the last two columns on the right:Comparing Homer’s Illiad, the original was written in 800BC; the earliest copy we have at present is dated 400 BC. The time gap difference is 400 years; but, we have 1,757 manuscripts to help us construct a modern-day copy.Compare the NT. The 27 books were written between AD 50-90/100. The earliest existing manuscript is dated AD 130, for a net time gap in years of 40 years. Also, we have 5,795 manuscripts to help us construct a copy, closest to the original.This papyrus fragment, also known as “P52,” is encased within a climate-controlled cabinet located inside the John Rylands Library of Manchester, England. The manuscript fragment was among a group acquired on the Egyptian market in 1920, but not translated until 1934. The fragment contains words from the account of Jesus’ trial before Pilate. As the papyrus contains writing on both sides, it must be from a codex, a type of book, rather than a scroll. Video – Tyndale.house.manuscript.



3. God even speaks to us in the “dirt.” 

•Archaeology – “the study of human activity 
through the recovery and analysis of material 
culture:  artifacts, architecture, landscapes.” 
Through archeology, believers can: 
1. Identify with the biblical record. 
2. Connect with God through the past record. 
3. Make the past come alive and speak today 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I looked up the definition of Archaeology – it is the study of human activity through the recovery and analysis of material culture – artifacts, architecture, and landscapes. If Isaiah 55:11 states, “it (my word) shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.” then archaeology is God at work preserving for you and I what he wants to say through material scripture – not scripture written on paper with ink, not black on white, but “scripture” written and preserved in and through the dirt. The interesting fact about archaeology and its usefulness in helping us to hear the Word of God is that as a field of study, an organized systematic field of study, it has a life term far shorter than the OT biblical records. So then if we have manuscripts that predate the science of the study of human activity through the material culture, i.e., archaeology, and the archaeological record confirms a biblical event, then that is quite a way for God to say, “I told you so.” Video of Tyndale. House.revised.The other thing that I want us to think about with archaeology is its purpose. Several weeks ago, I found an old CD in my office. It was dated, 12/14/86. I needed to confirm that the video recorder was working for the women in their Lifeline class, and this CD just happened to be picked up. I took it to the fellowship hall, not thinking about what was on it, but just that I needed to make sure the video player was working. I put it in and it worked. I was amazed as I saw the video. It was of a church service that was recorded because the church was dedicating the redecoration of the sanctuary. Who do you think I saw on the video? The choir had about 8 people in it. There was Dick Popham sitting right up there in the loft. I found myself watching almost the entire DVD. Why? Because even though I wasn’t at the church yet (5 years), I could still identify with those there. I wanted to see the color of the carpet, the curtains, the F Hall. It blessed me as I watched it. Do you know that archaeology sort of does the same thing for us? Its like God puts the past in ourt hands so we can say, Wow. That’s amazing. That’s what the bible says. We can identify with the past. We can connect with God. And he can make the past come alive for us.Let me show you what I mean. Video. Archaeology.final.3.53Biblically – God preserved “His Word” in the dirt to have a conversation with us!



4. The internal evidence that God wants to 
know us is overwhelming. 

A. His ways and thoughts are higher than ours.  
•Supreme examples: 

•Relationship. Isaiah 55:1-3 
•Satisfaction. 

B. His Word will accomplish its purposes. 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If we look at what God has done to bring us his word, what he has done to bring it to us without error or contradiction, we must ask ourselves “why?” Why have you done this? The answer is found inHis ways and thoughts are infinitely are higher than ours. He describes how far different by comparing the distance between the heavens and the earth. How far is that. I know where earth is but how far away are the heavens? Is he talking about the clouds, the blue sky, is he talking about the stars, the moon or sun, is the talking about the ever expanding universe that began 1,000s of year ago with his “pulling the trigger” in the big bang? Whatever he is talking about has to represent an unmeasurable distance, a distance that no man can calculate. That is how far advanced he is. Yet, the example he gives us so “earthly”:Verse 1 says, “Everyone who is thirsty, come.” But what if I don’t have anything to bring with me? What if I have no money? I am told to come buy and eat, without money and without cost.” That makes no sense to me. I am told to come buy but I don’t need money. Why if I do not need money am I told to buy and eat?Then he says, “why do you spend money for that which is not bread? I suppose he is saying for that which does not satisfy, why do I spend my $ on the things that will not satisfy the yearning of my soul. Verse 3 says, Incline our ear to me, and come to me. Eat what is good. Eat what my money cannot buy. Delight myself in his abundance. Make an everlasting covenant with him like the everlasting covenant of mercy that God revealed to David, King of Israel, yet a murderer and an adulterer. That covenant is the covenant of personal relationship that Jesus Christ has purchased for us. The reason why it costs me nothing is because he already paid for it. So it is free to me.
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