
Is the Bible Relevant for the Modern 
Day? 
1 John 1:1 - 3 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today, we start a series that has been planned for many months, entitled The Case for the Bible. I cannot think of a more relevant time for such as well. Listen to the news, open your browser to see the trending headlines, and what you see is humanity, the people of the USA, who I might describe in the same way that Jesus described the people as his day. He said in  “When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. (Mk. 6:34 ESV)If you were to ask at random “do you believe in the bible?”, here are some responses that would be common. “The Bible is a bunch of made-up stories that religious people claim to be revelations from God.”“Its just another book. Some wise sayings here and there, mixed with a lot of genealogies, myths and crazy visions.”�Or, “Sure, I believe the bible. But its been awhile since I read it. I can’t understand it anyway. After all, what do wise men, angels, and shepherds have to do with me today anyway?”Or, Sure, I believe the Bible. Question: “What's your favorite bible verse? “God helps those who help themselves.” 2. Did you know that according to the book, The World’s Greatest Book, the Story of How the Bible Came to be, by Lawrence Schiffman,  “There are150 Million protestants in USA, worshipping in 300,000 churches, and 630 denominations, and they all trace their origin to one book, the English language, Bible.” If so many churches, denominations, people trace their origin to this one book, how is it possible that it doesn’t hold the highest position in our individual lives?One note – it is not my intention to “prove the Bible.” Martin Lloyd Jones put it this way, “Ultimately, the question of the authority of Scriptures is a matter of faith and not argument… you may convince a man intellectually of what you’re saying, but still he may not of a necessity believe in and accept the authority of the Scripture.”Pray with me. Read 1 John 1:1-3???



1. The Bible – What is it? 

1. 66 books in One Book: 
•OT – 39 bks; Hebrew 
•NT – 27 bks; Greek 

2. 40 authors over 1,500-1600 years 
3. Holy “Biblia” – “Book” 

•Not “Books”- one central message.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
66 books, 39 OT; 27 NT books (4 gospels, Acts, 21 epistles, Revelation)Testament – Greek for “Covenant”OT written in Hebrew (small portion in Aramaic).Septuagint – OT written in Greek, completed, 132 BC in Alexandria, Egypt.NT written in Greek40 different authors over 1500+ years.Holy Bible. Latin for biblia – “Book”Not “Books”; It is important that we note the title on our bibles. It is not Holy Books; rather it is “Holy Bible.” How so?Because there is one central message, although there are 66 books and 40 authors writing over a 1500+ year period of time. In the OT and the NT. The story of God’s offer salvation of the human race.  Bible tells God’s story.Salvation of Israel in the OT through one man’s obedience, Abraham, the patriarch of the Arab, Jew and Christian faiths. God providing the Lamb in place of Isaac.Passover. He presented himself as their God and they as his people, a relationship was formed. That relationship was clearly demonstrated in the painting of the blood of the lamb on the doorposts, the frame of the door, so that when the angel of death made its way through Egypt to claim the life of the first-born male, the blood of the lamb painted on the doorpost caused those who had the blood painted upon them, to be passed over, their lives spared. Salvation of all humanity in NT through the one man, Jesus. Likewise, the shed blood of Jesus as he died on the cross to be raised on the 3rd day, was another salvation that God wrote – this one by His only begotten Son.  Claims to be written by God. 417x in the NAS version the phrase “Thus says the Lord” is used.Claims to reveal God in the person of Jesus Christ.  No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. (Jn. 1:18 NAU)Claims to be food for the human soul that without we are lost and hopeless. He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD. (Deut. 8:3 NAU)Do we have the original manuscripts?Old tires. Mike’s truck had 467,000 miles. Mike, how about your tires?Manuscripts:



2. How did it come to us?  

A. Stone tablets. Ex 24:12,  
B. Papyrus – 10 year life (from Egypt, Nile River) 
C. Parchment – dried, animal skins; much more 

durable. 2 Tim 4:13  
D. Codex – bound pages of parchment like a 

modern day book. 
E. Scribes – Professional, meticulous copiers.  
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What materials were the scriptures written on?Manuscripts:Papyrus – plant from Egypt, Nile River.  Primary writing material.Parchment (dried animal skins); elaborate process of stretching animal skin, drying, wetting for durability. The five pages of the U.S. Constitution as well as the Declaration of Independence, the Bill of Rights, and the Articles of Confederation are written on parchment.Codex – late 1st centuryModern book Leaves – made of parchment or paper; folded, stitched togetherWrote on both sides of paperCodex circulated in groups:GospelsPaul's writings; 1 Thess 5:27Scribes - Materials would perish; inks would fade before parchments lost; Mike’s truck – Need new tires?Copied by professional scribes. Two or more; in rooms together; one dictated and others copied. Check and double check for errorsNext week – manuscript evidence.



First evidence of stone tablets 
for Scripture. 

 
•Exod. 24:4  And Moses wrote down all the words of 
the LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an 
altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, 
according to the twelve tribes of Israel. … 12 Then he 
took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the 
hearing of the people. And they said, "All that the 
LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.  

Presenter
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A book filled with old irrelevant stories?What do you do with the ten commandments if they are not relevant today?Let us agree the Bible is filled with old stories. But irrelevant? Let tell you of just one story that proved the Scripture not to be irrelevant to Debbie and I. Jer. 32:8 Then Hanamel my cousin came to me in the court of the guard, in accordance with the word of the LORD, and said to me, 'Buy my field that is at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the right of possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself.' Then I knew that this was the word of the LORD. (ESV)In Jeremiah 32 the prophet is told to go and buy a piece of land. Why so unusual? Because Jeremiah was the prophet who prophesied to the King and leadership that the Babylonians would soon destroy Jerusalem and the people would led into exile. So why in the world did Jeremiah do such a foolish thing? Because the Lord told him to. Two verses later, we read, 14 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both this sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and put them in an earthenware vessel, that they may last for a long time. 15 For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and afields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land. (Jer. 32:14-15 ESV)It so happened that on the Sunday that Debbie and I were praying about whether to make an offer on our dream house in Winston-Salem NC, the year, 1984, we heard Paul Craven, the pastor of FBC, W-S, preach a sermon from this verse. The significance of the verse was that we didn’t think we would be able to ever buy this house. We had already made an offer some weeks before but for far less than the seller was asking. It was declined. After that sermon, I called the owner myself, and talked with him about buying the house. He and I negotiated the purchase together. We lived in that house for 3 years, until God called us in ministry to EC. The exterior of the house we live in is almost identical to that house in W-S. We bought the one in EC bc of Jeremiah 32 heard some 7 years earlier. Yes, the bible is filled with old stories. Those old stories tell us how people related to God in the ancient days and how God related to them. It describes what God did then and what he will do now. In the same way that over 400x in the scripture the phrase “thus says the Lord” appears, it is relevant to us today, because God also speaks today. The question is not whether the bible is relevant but whether we …



James’ Ossuary – example of stone used as  
writing surface. 

•Aramaic inscription on 
the stone, “James, the 
son of Joseph, brother 
of Jesus.” 

•Announced to the world 
on 10/21/2002; lettering 
on the box has been 
authenticated. 
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The James Ossuary is a 1st-century limestone box that was used for containing the bones of the dead. An Aramaic inscription in the Hebrew alphabet meaning "James, son of Joseph, brother of Jesus" is cut into one side of the box. However, while the ossuary itself is accepted as authentic to the time period, the inscription itself could be a modern forgery.The existence of the ossuary was announced at an October 21, 2002 Washington press conference co-hosted by the Discovery Channel and the Biblical Archaeology Society. This discovery is the first-ever archeological discovery to corroborate biblical references to Jesus, along with his brother James. The lettering on the box has been authenticated by scholars as used only from the period, AD 10 – AD 70. 



Codex 
Sinaiticus 
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Presentation Notes
The codex is an Alexandrian text-type manuscript written in uncial letters on parchment in the 4th century. Scholarship considers the Codex Sinaiticus to be one of the best Greek texts of the New Testament,[2] along with the Codex Vaticanus. Until Constantin von Tischendorf's discovery of the Sinaiticus text, the Codex Vaticanus was unrivaled



Codex Vaticanus 
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Presentation Notes
The Codex Vaticanus is regarded as the oldest extant manuscript of the Greek Bible (Old and New Testament), one of the four great uncial codices.[1] The Codex is named after its place of conservation in the Vatican Library, where it has been kept since at least the 15th century.[2] It is written on 759 leaves of vellum in uncial letters and has been dated palaeographically to the 4th century.[3][4]



3. Important extra-biblical 
evidence of the reliability of 
Scripture. 

3. Dead Sea Scrolls –  
•Qumran Caves – overlooking Dead Sea:  

•1946/1947. Hidden since AD 66. 
•Affirmed OT Scriptures. 
•Written 134BC – 66AD 

4. St Catherine’s Monastery 
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Dead Sea Scrolls, Qumran Caves in the West Bank near the Dead Sea. Then we find in the 20th century, an amazing occurrence. After the 39 OT books had become “canonized” (they had met the standard of Jewish scholars to become official texts), three Bedouin shepherds stumbled upon the 1st of 11 caves that would be found to include fragments of the OT. Small fragments of scrolls, Oldest surviving manuscripts of Hebrew OT. 1946/47 and 1956 in 11 caves. Dated - 134BC – 66AD, first Jewish-Roman War.All housed in Israel, in the Shrine of the Book, Israel Museum.
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Presentation Notes
Qumran Caves overlooking Dead Sea. 11 caves have been located several of which have contained fragments of manuscripts copied 134bc – 66AD of ancient OT scripture. 
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Saint Catherine's Monastery lies on the Sinai Peninsula, at the mouth of a gorge at the foot of Mount Sinai, near the town of Saint Catherine, Egypt. The monastery is controlled by the autonomous Church of Sinai, part of the wider Eastern Orthodox Church, and is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.[1]Built between 548 and 565, the monastery is one of the oldest working Christian monasteries in the world.[2]The site contains the world's oldest continually operating library,[3] possessing many unique books including the Syriac Sinaiticus and, until 1859, the Codex Sinaiticus.[4][5]



4. How did the New 
Testament come to us? 

New Testament: 
A. Initially oral testimony,  

• Informed eyewitness accounts;  
•Jesus & The Eyewitnesses. Richard Baucham 
•1 John 1:1-3 
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The New Testament:Initially circulated as oral testimony – initially, the writings of the NT existed only in oral form, circulating as story. But remember in the 1st century very few could read or write. Their means of transmitting story was through remembering what they had heard. In that day and time, there were people whose occupation was their memory. Geologies were not written down they were passed from one person to another, who memorized the records for others. Most could not readThe testimonies circulated as eyewitness accounts by those who knew Jesus; walked with Jesus, including the twelve. Written was authenticated by their stories.1 John 1:1-32 Peter 1:16Acts 4:20John 18:362 John 4:14Luke 1:2



•2Pe 1:16 For we did not follow cleverly devised 
myths when we made known to you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty.   

•Act 4:20 for we cannot but speak of what we have 
seen and heard."   
 
 

 



•1Jo 4:14 And we have seen and testify that the 
Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the 
world.   

•Luk 1:2 just as those who from the beginning 
were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have 
delivered them to us, it seemed good to me also, 
having followed all things closely for some time 
past, to write and orderly account for you, most 
excellent Theophilus, that you may have certainty 
concerning the things you have been taught. 
 

 



How did the New Testament 
come to us? (cont.) 

B. Accepted list of NT books was circulated among 
the early church: 

1. Church “fathers” - 1st – 3rd centuries 
2. Eusebius church historian - 367;  

1. Council of Carthage, 397 
3. Latin Vulgate, 400-1530 

C. John Wycliffe video 
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An accepted list of the books included in the NT was first determined by the church fathers. The church fathers, men who taught, studied and quoted the NT scriptures. They would then write their letters about them. According to research at Josh McDowells ministries, there are 86,489 quotations of the NT in letters circulated by the church fathers to each other and to their churches. All but 11 verses of the NT can be reconstructed from the letters of the church fathers. The accepted list developed by the church fathers included:The four gospelsActs of the Apostles21 epistles of Paul and the ApostlesRevelationVideo on John Wycliffe



New Testament timeline 
(highlights) until the English Bible: 

•AD 30-50. Oral testimony by eyewitnesses 
•AD 50-367. Papyrus, parchment, Codex. 
•AD 397. Latin Vulgate. 
•AD 1367 – John Wycliffe. Latin to English. 
•AD 1534 – William Tyndale. Greek to English. 
•AD 1611 – King James Bible. Greek to English. 
•William Tyndale Video 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
William Tyndale.
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